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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

SINTON — San 
Patricio County commis-
sioners heard the pro-
posed 2020 budget on 
Monday. And while most 
readers don’t usually find 
budget hearings very 
exciting, this one may be 
a little different.

While the budget isn’t 
set in stone just yet, there 
are some promising items 
included in the proposed 
budget that concern resi-
dents countywide.

San Patricio County 
Judge David Krebs start-
ed out by stating that the 
entire asset value of the 
county is $16.6 billion. 
With $8.67 billion under 
some sort of abatement, 
Krebs said that leaves 

about $37 million worth 
of income the county is 
missing out on.

“So we’re heavy in 
abatements and exemp-
tions instead of total tax-
able property that we can 
touch, which is something 
this court is really going 
to look at over the next 
couple of years,” Krebs 
said.

“That’s a staggering 
number we’re leaving on 
the table.

“I know eventually it’s 
going to catch up, but we 
really have to watch it 
here for the next three or 
four years to try and get 
caught up in five years.”

Employee raises
At Monday’s hearing, 

Krebs said the county 
is going to have a 10% 
reduction in health cover-
age for employees as well 

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

MAThIS – Rosalinda 
Peña was a pillar in the 
community. She was a 
beloved individual who 
died on July 18. Members 
of the community have 
come together to remem-
ber her life and her 
impact on their lives.

“You know, she had a 
contagious smile that just 
like always, you know, 
was able to be trans-
ferred over to people, 
always made people feel 
very special, had a sin-
cere love for everyone,” 
said Christina Alvarado, 
Ms. Peña’s only child. 

Peña was a single moth-
er who raised Alvarado 
all on her own. 

“She just always, you 
know, was full of ener-

gy, always smiling,” 
Alvarado said.

One her favorite memo-
ries of her mother was 
acting as her personal 

accountant and business 
manager. Peña had an 
independent business she 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

PORTLAND – Portland 
will be hosting youngsters 
this Saturday as they 

grab their rods and reels 
and get ready for the 16th 
annual Kid Katch held at 
Indian Point Pier.

With more than 200 
kids registered last year, 
it’s no a stretch to say 
that the 15th annual 
event was a success.

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

SAN PATRICIO COUNTY 
– Once again, the Texas 
Windstorm Insurance 
Association  (TWIA) is propos-
ing another rate hike, this time 
just months after pulling the 

plug on a previous attempt to 
raise Coastal Bend residents’ 
rates by 10%.

In September of last year, 
county officials joined other 
coastal communities to speak 
out against a proposed TWIA 
insurance rate increase of 30% 

after hurricane harvey. Prior 
laws kept the rate hike capped 
at 10%, so last August, TWIA 
voted to raise the rates up to 
that 10%.

After months of rallies held 
by outspoken Coastal Bend 
residents and county officials 

against a TWIA proposed 
insurance rate increase, Gov. 
Greg Abbott stepped in just 
before the Oct. 15 deadline to 
delay any decisions made for or 
against the rate hike.

At the end of June, State 
Rep. Todd hunter took to the 

podium at the Solomon P. Ortiz 
Center in Corpus Christi with 
the United Corpus Christi 
Chamber of Commerce to give 
an update on TWIA reforms as 
well as inform the community 
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Here we go AgAin TWIA proposes another 
rate hike amid Coastal Bend 
resident, business opposition

who you gonna call?
County officials discuss Corpus Christi 
annexed first responders, police services
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – The San 
Patricio County Sheriff’s 
Office has been working 
with the City of Corpus 
Christi to determine 
emergency and police 
services for the annexed 
acres in the county. 

On May 21, the Corpus 
Christi City Council 
approved the annexa-
tion of 1,500 acres in La 
Quinta Corridor locat-
ed near Portland and 
the annexation of 5,700 
acres of county land 
located along the north 
side of Corpus Christi 
Bay between the cities of 
Gregory and Ingleside.

San Patricio County 
Sheriff Oscar Rivera met 
with the Corpus Christi 
Police Department 
(CCPD) and Aransas 
Pass Fire Department to 

discuss emergency servic-
es on July 15. 

One issue all the 
departments were trying 
to solve was the lack of 
communication.

“There’s been no com-
munications or any kind 
of agreement, or a memo-
randum of understanding 
that allows us to work 
with (CCPD) to get these 
things resolved,” Rivera 
said.

Currently, the county 
and CCPD are on two 

Portland’s Kid Katch to reel 
in fishing fun this Saturday

Remembering the life 
of Rosalinda Peña 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

PORTLAND – With the new school 
year just around the corner, Gregory-
Portland ISD broke ground on the 
site of what was the old intermedi-
ate school to make room for a new 
middle school at 4200 Wildcat Drive 
in Portland.

The new, two-story, 215,681-square-
foot campus will serve 6th through 
8th-grade students and a separate 
3,146-square-foot central chiller plant 
will be constructed as well, to serve 
both the new middle school and T.M. 
Clark Elementary School.

It is expected to be completed in 
time for the 2020 or 2021 school year. 
Readers can get a virtual tour of the 
new school at g-pisd.org/news/bond-
construction-updates.

“First, let’s give a nod to history,” 
G-PISD Superintendent Dr. Paul 
Clore said at the groundbreaking cer-
emony. “As you can see from the 

scene behind me, we had to demolish 
one building to make way for a new 
campus. G-P Intermediate School, 
which opened in 1964, served us well 
for the last 56 years.

“But even more than a building is 
the heart of the school, of the com-
munity and the faces of those you see 
when you walk through the front door 
of any school.

Breaking ground

A Portland resident brought some items to be 
placed into the new time capsule which will 
be placed inside the new middle school.

Paul Gonzales photos

G-PISD broke ground for their new two-story 215,681 square foot middle school on Wednesday. 
The $47 million school is the largest project funded by $117 million dollar bond passed back in 
May 2015 and should be completed in time for the 2020 or 2021 school year.

Contributed photo 

Rosalinda Peña at one of the many Mathis Freedom Fest parades 
she attended over the years.

Employee raises, road 
work, lower tax rate, 
highlight proposed budget

Wendel

G-PISD breaks ground on new 
$47 million middle school

A map outlining the proposed 
annexation area located in 

San Patricio County. Currently 
the county is working with the 
city of Corpus Christi to decide 
emergency and police services 

in the annexed area.
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Last year more than 200 eager area residents hit Indian Point Pier 
for their chance at catching fish all in the name of fun.
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