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By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – The Kenedy 
city council, in closed ses-
sion during its regular 
meeting Tuesday, Jan. 8, 
appointed a new munici-
pal court judge and asso-
ciate judge.

Local attorney Lee 
Azopardi, Jr. becomes the 
new judge while Glynda 
Martinez was selected for 
the associate judge/court 
clerk position.

Azopardi has practiced 
law in Kenedy for sever-
al years and brings with 
him a good knowledge of 

the community which he 
will serve.

“I did not become a 
lawyer to become rich. I 
became a lawyer to serve 

my community and the 
citizens,” sad the new 
municipal court judge.

A native of Corpus 
Christi, Azopardi, is mar-
ried to Jennifer Berry 
Azopardi and their two 
children attend Kenedy 
Elementary. He has prac-
ticed law since 1999 and 
areas of practice include 
probate, oil and gas, wills 
and trusts real property 
and criminal justice. The 
family moved to Karnes 
City in 2011.

Azopardi has served 
as an assistant county 
attorney and special pros-

ecutor in Karnes County 
and as a court-appointed 
defense attorney.

“I am looking forward 
to giving back to the 
community which has 
given me so much,” said 
Azopardi.

Martinez also brings 
years of experience to 
her new position with 
Kenedy. She has worked 
from 1996 to 2017 within 
the municipal court sys-
tem in Karnes City, serv-
ing as clerk, alternate or 
associate judge and was 
the presiding municipal 
court judge for Karnes 

City from February 2013 
until September 2017. 
Additional positions held 
over the years include 
election clerk, water-bill-

ing clerk and interim city 
secretary.

Martinez has numerous 
hours of training with-
in the Texas Municipal 
Court Education Center 
and other institutions of 
higher learning in both 
adult and juvenile areas 
of law.

“I am excited with my 
appointment. I love the 
municipal court and I am 
looking forward to serv-
ing the city of Kenedy,” 
said Martinez.

The appointments of 
Azopardi and Martinez 
are for two years.
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Line ‘em up - it’s show time

Council appoints municipal court judges

Lee Azopardi Glynda Martinez
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All the goats in a row for judging was the command in a previous Karnes County Youth Stock 
Show. The judging and show begins today at the Karnes County show barns.

Things get  
Sticky for Ricky

By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – Eleven children from 
Kenedy and Karnes City are now 
published authors of a “best seller” 
- Things Get Sticky for Ricky and 
held a well attended book signing 
Saturday, Jan. 12, to autograph 

their book for family and friends.

The project began last April 
when Kenedy librarian Sylvia 
Pena received a telephone call from 
Carmen Anderson from Floresville. 
Anderson is the founder of CSB 
Innovations and wanted to discuss 
a project for the summer reading 

program at the library.
Pena listened to the idea and 

brought it forward to her board 
for approval. The idea is to totally 
immerse the children in a writing 
and publishing project which also 
involves the children as characters 
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Carmen Anderson from CSB Innovations reads from “Things get Sticky for Ricky” at Saturday’s book signing.

KVFD’s lack 
of non-profit 
status delays 
agreement

By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – At its regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, the Kenedy city council discussed 
the need for and agreement between the city and 
the Kenedy Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD).

No agreement is in place at the present time 
and the major item holding up such a service 
agreement is the fact the fire department is not 
a non-profit organization. 
It does not hold a 501(c)3 
designation.

“Such a status is required 
before the city can enter 
into an agreement with the 
KVFD,” said city manager 
Barbara Shaw.

Now that the city and 
fire department are aware 
of the deficiency, both will 
work together to remedy 
the matter as quickly as 
possible according to Shaw.

The 501(c)3 designa-
tion will also allow the fire 
department to more easily 
seek donations as future contributors will be able 
to count their donation as tax deductible. 

The council heard new information from the 
Kenedy Humane Society Organization at the 
meeting. The organization has received a donation 
of land for a new, larger facility outside the city 
limits of Kenedy. They are now seeking addition 
funds through donations and assistance to build 
their new home. Survival rates for those animals 
at the organization has gone from a start of five 
percent to the present day 95 percent mark. The 

Commissioners court reviews 
REO, census committee
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES CITY – At a special meet-
ing, Thursday, Jan. 10, the Karnes 
County Commissioners Court dis-
cussed several upcoming topics of the 
county.

The 2020 census is fast approach-
ing and commissioner Shleby Dupnik 
brought forth the possible need to cre-
ates a Complete Count Committee to 
help insure the most accurate count 
possible. Federal funding in some 
areas is determined by the census 
numbers and accuracy is a plus for 
the county. Commissioners wanted 
to make contact with all the other 
boards (hospital and school  boards for 
example) in the county for assistance 
in the upcoming census and possible 
formation of such a “Complete Count” 

committee.
Two vacant buildings owned by the 

county (REO) were also discussed with 
relevance to their sale and/or use. 
Karnes County owns the building at 
107 West Calvert and at 119 North 
Browne. Both properties are vacant. 
Appraisals have been received but 
figures on the two appraisals were 
deemed high by both commissioners 
Sean O’Brien and Benny  Lyssy, both 
of whom have real estate experience.

No specific decision was made on 
the method of sale of the properties as 
further discussion will take place.

The move to 115 No. Market St. by 
the special projects and maintenance 
department office was also discussed. 
The building will be able to hold both 
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