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Council 
approves 
additions 
to park
By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

Council members agreed to continue 
improvements to the Karnes City Park at 
Tuesday’s meeting last week.

The latest addition was decorations 
donated by the Young Progressives group, 
said City Manager Robert Evans.

“Here recently, they 
have bought a whole 
bunch of decorations to 
put up at the park’s 
flagpoles,” he said. “The 
council agreed to work 
with them and pay for 
an electrician so they 
can use it.”

The city has been 
gradually improving 
the park as part of a 
five-year strategic plan, Evans said.

In the past, they have improved drainage 
at the park and added walking trails.

Soon, the council will relocate the park’s 
pond and increase the length of the walking 
trail.

“This is all been going on since last year,” 
Evans said. “We’ve also put up a lot of trees. 

Founder’s 
Day kicks off 
this weekend
By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

Celebrating 129 years, Karnes City 
will host its fourth annual Founder’s Day 
Celebration on Saturday, Dec. 8.

Instead of the usual 1K/5K walk, the 
event will feature a bike ride in collabora-
tion with Cycle Werx in Kenedy. The bike 
ride will begin at 8:30 a.m. and is a day-of 
registration.

“The 1K/5K is usually done by Otto Kaiser 
(Memorial Hospital), but they told us they 
would not be able to put it together this 
year,” said Veronica Butler, city secretary.

Other activities will include crafts, food 
and booths with activities for children. 
There will also be entertainment and per-
formances, and a snow play area for kids.

“I love everything about our event; we 
mainly focus on things for the kids to do,” 
Butler said. “There’s a lot of stuff for adults, 
but the snow play area is one of the best 
parts.”

Last year parts of South Texas got snow; 
however, snow had not been seen in the area 
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Roy Holley interviewed Mayor Leroy Skloss, Chamber 
of Commerce Board Director Randy Witte, Lavonne 
Murphy-Guzman and County Commissioner Sean 
O’Brien about Karnes City’s Founder’s Day Celebration 
Saturday. Also at the interview were Cheryl Moy and 
Sunny Barr.
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Judy and Kirby Hons adorn their home with Christmas decorations every year.

By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

In the far back corner 
of Kirby and Judy Hons’ 
Christmas decorated yard 
are two purple flamin-
goes, each one standing 
in honor of their respec-
tive parents.

While the main show 
is in the front  — their 
brightly lit yard filled 
with a gingerbread fam-
ily, Santa, reindeer and 
other Christmas main-
stays  — the flamingoes 
stay somewhat hidden in 
back as a way to keep 
them close to home.

As Judy Hons explained 
them, she began to cry 
 — her mother, whose 
favorite holiday was 
Christmas, died five 
months ago.

“I was 10 years old when 
my dad passed, so it was 
just mom taking care of 
us. She loved Christmas, 
too,” Judy Hons said. “My 
mom loved Christmas; 
she would do it the way 
I do it and take every-
thing down and put all 
the Christmas stuff up.”

The Christmas lady
For the past 32 years, 

the Honses have been 
putting up Christmas 
lights and decorations at 
their home on 6062 FM 
1144 in Hobson. It started 
small, but it has become a 
massive show after three 
decades.

“It started off with just 
two pieces. I still have 
them,” she said, pointing 
to a Christmas tree and 
a Santa with his rein-
deer. “I preserved them; 
everything here I made 
myself.”

Nearly every inch of 
their yard is lit up by 
something, whether it’s 
an LED pathway that 
vehicles can follow, a sled 
with colorful little lights 
all around it or the giant, 
25-feet tall Christmas 
tree.

“It takes us about a 

month to put it all togeth-
er,” Judy Hons said. “I 
put up most of it, but my 
husband and I will put it 
together a little at a time.

“I’ll finish one side and 
do the hardest part last, 
because we need a tree.”

Each year the family 
adds more to the display; 
this year’s piece is a gaze-
bo built by Kirby Hons 
that has a little blue light 
show next to it shaped to 
look like a pond.

“I had to make the pond 
so it would be like Kenedy 
Park,” said Judy Hons, 
who has four children. 
“My daughter kept say-
ing, ‘Put a pond, mom.’”

Judy Hons usually 
makes her purchases 
right after Christmas, 
because, “they always put 
things at 50 percent off.”

“I hardly ever buy 
things full price, unless I 
have to have it,” she said.

The light of their lives

Above: Flamingoes stand in honor of their parents. Below: Kirby Hons built a gazebo this year; it’s the 
newest addition to the family’s decorations.

Hons family 
brightens up 
the holidays

(See Founder’s, 3A)(See Lights, 3A)

(See Parks, 3A)


