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SPORTS NEWS

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – Determined to 
preserve the community’s status as the 
Storytelling Capital of Texas despite 
the demise of George West Storyfest, 
the Dobie West Theatre Board will host 
“A Day of Stories” on Nov. 2 to help 
keep the spirit of storytelling alive in 
Live Oak County.

“I love the oral tradition and I love 
preserving stories, and this will gath-
er the essence of Storyfest with sto-

rytelling in the theater,” said Glynis 
Holm Strause, president of the museum 
board.

Helping boost the theatre board’s 
efforts, the George West City Council 
voted on Aug. 15 to award the group 
$5,000 to help advertise and host the 
event.

Part of the day of storytelling will 
include the popular Texas State Liars 
Contest, and invitations for that event 
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Event will help keep 
spirit of tradition alive
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A representative of the San Antonio Spurs and the Spurs mascot, The Coyote, visited Three Rivers 
Elementary School and talked with Principal Cindy Miller and students on the school’s first day of 
school, Tuesday, Aug. 13. The visit was sponsored by the Bulldog Education Foundation.

(See Storytelling, 3A)

Sheriff earns statewide award
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – In an 
illustrious career that has 
spanned four decades, Live 
Oak County Sheriff Larry 
Busby recently received one 
of the highest awards given to 
Texas sheriffs.

“The Tom Tellepsen Award is 
named in honor of the late Tom 
Tellepsen, a native of Norway, 
who became a staunch and 
patriotic American,” according 
to the Sheriff’s Association of 
Texas. 

“The Tellepsen Foundation, 
which was created to honor his 
lifelong support of law enforce-
ment, provides this award. 

“The foundation trustees 
unanimously approved the 
initial establishment of this 
award in 1975. 

The award consists of a 
plaque and $2,500 from the 
Tellepsen family on behalf of 
the Tellepsen Foundation.

The recognition is highly 
esteemed by law enforcement, 
according to the association.

“The Tellepsen Award is the 
highest of tributes to the sher-
iff who is selected as its recipi-
ent. 

“The selection criterion 
includes the recognition of out-
standing contributions to the 
advancement of law enforce-
ment and criminal justice and 
honors more than ability and 
performance. 

“The recipient, who must 
possess these qualities, must 
additionally have demonstrat-
ed the human element that 
engraves his/her name in the 
hearts of all the law enforce-

ment community, and a genu-
ine love of the profession.”

Although he is the longest 
serving sheriff in Texas cur-
rently in office, the award is 
not given based on one’s lon-
gevity in office.

Busby, who began serving 
as Live Oak County’s sheriff 
on Jan. 1, 1981, said he was 
honored to receive the award. 
“This is a great honor, and I am 
thankful that my department 
and I have been recognized,” 
Busby said. “I’m thankful to be 
serving in this community.

“This is a once in a lifetime 
award, and it’s really a reflec-
tion of the great people we 
have working for the Live Oak 
County Sheriff’s Office.”

Jeff Osborne is the editor of The 
Progress. He can be reached at 361-786-
3022 or theprogress@mysoutex.com.
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Sheriff Gerald Yezak of Robertson County, immediate past president of the 
Sheriff’s Association of Texas, presents the Tom Tellepsen Award to Live Oak 
County Sheriff Larry Busby. The award is among the highest honors given to 
Texas sheriffs.

Aiming High
at an 

Olympic-sized dream
By Jeremy Pape
Special to The Progress

RAY POINT – Ashtin Zamzow, 
daughter of Goliad residents 
Stacy and Kalleen Zamzow and 
granddaughter of Arlen and 
Angie Zamzow of Three Rivers, 
has an opportunity few athletes 
get to experience, as she will be 
traveling to Eugene, Oregon to 
participate in the Olympic trials 
in June 2020.

A barbecue benefit and auc-
tion will be held on Sunday, Aug. 
25, at the Ray Point Community 
Center to support Zamzow’s trip 
to the competition. 

Lunch plates will cost $10, and 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., and the auction will begin 
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Ashtin Zamzow, who has strong family ties in Three Rivers, is raising funds to 
travel to an Olympic tryout event next year in Eugene, Oregon.(See Zamzow, 3A)

GW Council schedules 
tax rate, budget hearings
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – The 
George West City Council 
scheduled public hearings 
to present its proposed 
tax rate and 2019-2020 
city budget, and also 
approved the purchase 
of three new police vehi-
cles during a meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 15.

Interim City Manager 
Shirley Holm said she 
calculated the effective 
tax rate and a rollback 
tax rate and proposed the 
council adopt the rollback 
rate.

“The appraised value 
(of property within the 
city of George West) went 
up slightly with no new 
businesses added, and 
revenue would increase 
by $51,000,” she said.

That would result in 
a minimal increase for 
George West taxpayers of 
about $26 per year, Holm 
added.

“I recommend we go 
with that rate and spend 

100 percent of the increase 
on street repairs,” she 
said.

The council voted 4-0 
in favor of her recommen-
dation, with Councilman 
Jearl Rannfield not pres-
ent at the meeting.

Public hearings for the 
proposed tax rate have 
been scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. Sept. 5 and 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 12.

A public hearing for the 
proposed city budget is 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 5.

The council also bol-
stered the police depart-
ment’s vehicle fleet.

A Dodge Charger was 
purchased for $45,524.73.

“We’re asking for this 
vehicle to begin to replace 
our aging fleet,” Police 
Chief David Perkins said. 
“This will replace the 
assistant chief’s vehicle, 
and his current vehicle 
will go to the school 
resource officer.

(See Council, 8A)
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