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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

CORPUS CHRISTI 
– Throughout the past 
months county citizens 
and officials have been 
quite vocal about their 
opposition to the proposed 
annexation of 7,200 acres 
of land in San Patricio 
County by Corpus Christi.

While their voices 
may never grow silent, 
on Tuesday afternoon it 
became official.

On May 21, the Corpus 
Christi City Council 
approved the annexa-

tion of 1,500 acres in La 
Quinta Corridor located 
in Gregory-Portland and 
the annexation of 5,700 
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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

TAFT – On Wednesday 
morning, Juan and 
Ricardo Martinez, broth-
ers from Taft, got one 
well deserved welcom-
ing home gift: an actual 
home.

The brothers’ home 
was severely dam-
aged during Hurricane 
Harvey and they have 
been basically sleep-
ing outside since. They 
would ride their bicycles 
to a nearby gas station 

every day to use a rest-
room and clean up.

Through the Coastal 
Bend Disaster Recovery 
Group (CBDRG), the 
brothers now have a 
brand new manufac-
tured home.

For two years, Taft 

’Cue for two
Mathis BBQ joints 
vie for Texas 
Monthly position
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – For nearly 
four years now, Smolik’s 
Smokehouse in Mathis 
has been enjoying the 
honor of landing on Texas 
Monthly’s Top 50 BBQ 
Joints in Texas list.

Now, the monthly pub-
lication has opened up 
what they described as 
“an epic Reader’s Choice 
BBQ Bracket to deter-
mine which joint, accord-
ing to readers, is the best 
barbecue joint in Texas.”

That’s right. Readers 
(and eaters) can vote on 
their personal top spots 
and seed the bracket.

The magazine’s website 
states, “This first round 
is a qualifying round in 
which each reader can 
vote for three joints on 
each of the lists.

“The first list is the top 
25 new joints; the second 
is a selection from the 
top 50 list of 2017. (You’ll 
notice only 37 joints on 
that top 50 poll; that’s 
because we’ve automati-
cally advanced our top 
ten joints from 2017’s 
list, and three joints 

from that list have since 
closed.)

“The top 16 joints from 
each list will advance 
into the bracket with 32 
teams total.”

And looks like Mathis 
has two contenders in the 
categories.

The Top 25 New 
Barbecue Joints list vot-
ing bracket features 
Butter’s BBQ, which 
was visited for the first 
time by Texas Monthly 
Barbecue Editor Daniel 
Vaughn at the beginning 
of the year. Vaughn also 
wrote a small piece fea-
turing the barbecue res-
taurant a few months 
later.

On the Top 50 Barbecue 
Joints list, local favorite 
Smolik’s Smokehouse is 
listed since it made the 
list in 2017.

The site also stated, 
“Please remember: This 
bracket is all about show-
ing love. Every place on 
these lists is putting out 
incredible barbecue, and 
we’re here to shout our 
favorites to the rooftops, 
not to denigrate any com-
petition.

“Please vote only for 
joints that you’ve per-
sonally experienced, and 
encourage your friends 

things that go boom
San Pat County addressing dangers of recent pipeline surge
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – With pipelines 
spreading across the county due to 
new and expanding industry, resi-
dents don’t really think about what 
they can’t see.  While most citizens 
don’t think twice about breaking 
ground – especially on their own 
property – it’s growing more and 
more dangerous as the pipelines 
spread.

To try and not only inform the 
public and county officials, a pro-
gram dubbed San Patricio Safety 
Day was presented last Thursday 
at the San Patricio County 
Fairgrounds also to notify first 
responders on how to react when a 
pipeline bursts. 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

LIVE OAK COUNTY – The Texas Department 
of Public Safety (DPS) is investigating a one-vehicle 
fatality crash that occurred Wednesday, at approxi-
mately 12:35 a.m., on Interstate Highway 37, three 
miles north of Mathis in Live Oak County.

According to DPS, a 2003 Chevy Tahoe was trav-
eling north on Interstate Highway 37 with only a 
female driver in the SUV and failed to travel in a 
single lane, going off the roadway and overcorrect-
ing, causing the vehicle to flip over multiples times. 
The driver of the Tahoe was also not wearing a seat 
belt and was ejected.

DPS stated that the driver, Yvette Laake-
Gonzales, 41, of Jacksonville was transported by 
ambulance to Northwest Regional Hospital in 
Calallen. 

According to DPS, she was pronounced deceased 
at Northwest Regional Hospital. They also believe 
that alcohol may be a factor in the crash. 

DPS troopers are further investigating the fatal 
crash. 

annexation approved

The annexation of nearly 
1,500 acres of the La Quinta 

Corridor (shown here) and 
5,700 acres along the north 
side of Corpus Christi Bay in 
San Patricio County passed 

at a Corpus Christi City 
Council meeting on Tuesday, 
ending a battle for land that 

has lasted months.
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Corpus Christi approves more 
than 7,000-acre annexation of 

San Patricio County land

(See Annexation, 14A)

(See Homes, 14A)

(See Pipelines, 14A)(See BBQ, 14A)

Jacksonville 
resident dies 
in fatal wreck 
near Mathis

New lease on life

Two families who lost houses in Hurricane 
Harvey nearly two years ago get new homes
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Juan and Ricardo Martinez cut the ribbon to their home which they received with the help of Coastal Bend Disaster Recovery, 
H-E-B, Episcopal Diocese of West Texas, Christian Public Services, Coastal Bend Food Bank, Salvation Army and Samaritan’s 
Purse among others. The Brothers’ home was damaged during Hurricane Harvey nearly two years ago.

Trindad Saldana cuts 
the ribbon on her newly 

remodeled house in Sinton 
earlier this month. 
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Mike and Gail Smolik of Smolik’s Smokehouse barbecue res-
taurant in Mathis is listed in the Top 50 Barbecue Joints voting 
bracket since it made the official list in 2017.
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At the San Patricio Fairgrounds Arena, a live demonstration of what to do in case of a 
pipeline rupture was held with San Pat county officials and first responders in atten-
dance. Enertech held the informative talk and demonstration because so many new 
pipelines are coming into the area due to the massive growth of industry.
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