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By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – The Kenedy ISD Board of 
Trustees approved bids for a bid package 
3 on the agenda during a special meeting 
Sept. 30.

The trustees met Sept. 24 about the mat-
ter of bid package 3 in a special meeting.

“The bids are for alternate packages that 
were not in the base proposal for the bid 
package 3,” Kenedy ISD Superintendent 
Diane Barrera Ugarte said.

All alternates were approved from the 
meeting that included: 

• Updated facade for secondary building.
• Restrooms in the Administration 

Building
• Water fountain in the Administration 

Building
• Painting of walls in the northwest wing 

of the Administration Building
• Card readers – locks/security for 

Administration Building
• Wireless controls for HVAC in 

Administration Building.
In other matters, the trustees approved 

the addition of a teacher.
“We hired a special education teacher for 

the middle and high schools,” Ugarte said.
“This was an additional position that the 

board approved at a previous meeting.
“We are working internally with con-

sultants regarding our special education 
programming.  

“We need to make sure we are imple-
menting the best program for our special 
education students so that we strategi-
cally and intentionally close learning and/
or achievement gaps.”
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Court proclaims Oct. 1 National Night Out
By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide Staff

KARNES COUNTY – The 
Karnes County Commissioners 
Court proclaimed October 
Domestic Violence Month, 
along with proclaiming Oct. 1 
National Night Out in Karnes 
County.

The commissioners had over 
30 items on their agenda in the 
last meeting.

In a 5-0 vote, the court will 

advertise for proposals for a 
grant management firm regard-
ing House Bill 4280.

Under HB 4280, a county 
is eligible for a grant under 
this sub-chapter if at least $10 
million in oil and gas produc-
tion taxes were collected in the 
county in the fiscal year preced-
ing the fiscal year in which the 
county applies for a grant, as 
determined by the comptroller.

The commissioners approved 

a 5-0 vote to advertise for pro-
posals for a firm to accomplish 
2020 redistricting.

The agenda item was authored 
by Commissioner Shelby 
Dupnik and Commissioner 
Benny Lyssy.

In other matters, the court 
looks to allow the Karnes County 
road and bridge engineer to cre-
ate a policy on entrances for 
county roads. 

The influx of heavy oil field 

traffic plays a factor with dam-
age towards county roads.

The court approved moving 
$13,537.57 from the General 
Fund Contingency line item 
(100-409-4990) to the Court 
Reporters’ Fund Salary line item 
(146-646-1100) $12,517.60 and 
Court Reporters FICA/Medicare 
(146-646-2010) $1,019.97 to 
fund the FY 2019 excess costs of 
outside court reporters.

The action was due to going 

over budget for substitute court 
reporters.

The court approved to autho-
rize the KC Road & Bridge 
Department to move two por-
table buildings for Justice of 
the Peace Precinct 1 and KC 
Juvenile Probation.

The buildings will be used for 
storage purposes.

The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for Oct. 31 at the KC 
Courthouse.

Contributed photo

The Karnes County Commissioners Court proclaimed Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019 National Night Out Day at a meeting Sept. 29 at the KC Courthouse. Pictured from left are: Commissioner Shelby Dupnik; 
Commissioner Benny Lyssy; Chief Deputy Robert Ebrom; County Judge Wade Hedtke; Sheriff Dwayne Villanueva; Commissioner Sean O’Brien; and Commissioner Sharon Chesser.
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Four Kenedy Volunteer Fire Department members participated in a memorial climb on Sept. 11 in San Antonio. Pictured from left are: volunteer fire-
fighters Samantha Gray, Jeffrey Creswell, Michael Banda and Mary Villanueva.

Kenedy volunteers pay tribute 
at annual 9/11 SA tower climb
By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide Staff

KENEDY – Everyone remembers 
where they were when news struck 
about the Twin Towers being attacked 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

And if you don’t, then consider your-
self lucky. The amount of grief alone is 
immeasurable when discussions about 
the 9/11 attacks surface.

Four Kenedy volunteer firefighters 
wanted to pay tribute to the fallen on 
the tragic day 18 years ago.

Jeffrey Creswell, Mary Villanueva, 
Michael Banda and Samantha Gray 
rallied together to represent Kenedy 

and Karnes County at the San Antonio 
110 9/11 Memorial Climb on Sept. 11 
last month.

The climb is a tribute to the climb 
that 343 fallen firefighters made and 
lost their lives on Sept. 11, 2001.

Some 343 tags are carried for each 
of the fallen firefighters during the 
event.

Creswell, who has been with the 
KVFD for four and a half years, shared 
a moment after the event.

“I remember the calling out of names 
of each of the representatives we were 
climbing for,” he said.

Villanueva joined the KVFD in 
January of this year. One thing stood 
out when she was finished climbing 
the tower.

“I remember them setting off 
the pass devices in the stairwell,” 
Villanueva said.

“Just hearing the pass devices and 
thinking about the people needing 
help was a lot.”

Banda has been a firefighter for 
KVFD for three and a half years.

“I will remember the number of 
people that showed up for the event,” 
he said.

(See Kenedy, 3A)


