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Serving Refugio and Goliad Counties

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Ruby Garza, 51,  of Goliad was 
issued an indictment among 50 
for others by a Refugio County 
grand jury recently.

Garza was charged with felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

According to the indictment, 
Garza on April 19 knowingly pos-
sessed a controlled substance in 
penalty group 1 – methamphet-
amine.

Garza’s arraignment was set for 
Sept. 12 at 8 a.m. in the Refugio 
County District Courtroom.

Also indicted was Daniel Dustin 
Rodriguez, 28, of Refugio.

Rodriguez was to be arraigned 
at 9 a.m. Sept. 12, as well, in the 
district courtroom in Refugio.

Rodriguez also was charged 
with felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. 

WEEKLY WEATHER
 
OUTLOOK – HOT 
 
THU — Sunny and hot. High 99. Low 76.
FRI — Sunny and hot. High 99. Low 77.
SAT — Sunny and hot. High 100. Low 77. 
SUN — Sunny and hot. High 100. Low 78. 

To subscribe 
contact circulation at:
 361-358-2550

MORE
online
at:

Sou
Tex

my

.c
om

Sou
Tex

.c
om

Vol. 165, No. 6, One Section, 14 pages Thursday, Aug. 8, 2019 www.mysoutex.com 75¢

The 
man 
who 
would 
be 
sheriff

Court sees budget Roy Boyd files
A life’s mission

GOLIAD

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Roy Boyd is running 
for office in the November 
2020 election.

“This is something 
that’s been brewing for 
seven or eight years,” he 
says.

Boyd, who is 44, filed 
the necessary treasury 
information with the 
county clerk in 2017.

“I’m running on the 
Republican ticket,” he 
says.

His running is the 
latest step in a career 
timeline that began in 
1993 when he decided to 
attend a police academy 
in lieu of college.

He joined the Victoria 
Police Department in 
1994; by 2012 he was 
assigned as interim 
police chief and joined the 
Victoria Sheriff’s Office 
two years later. He now 
is second in command 
at the Victoria Sheriff’s 
Office.

Running for Goliad 
sheriff is not a new idea. 

“During the last elec-
tion cycle, I was asked 
to run. But I didn’t,” he 
says.

“When I retired from 
the Victoria Police 
Department, Sheriff T. 
Michael O’Connor and I 
“had a list of things we 
wanted to accomplish. 
They weren’t finished. 
I wasn’t going to leave 
until those projects were 
finished.”

In his 26 years of law 
enforcement experience, 
Boyd:

•Awarded his Master 
Peace office certification.

•Attended the FBI 
National Academy.

•Was elected as direc-
tor of Chief Deputies 
Association of Texas.

•Attended Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
Undercover Narcotics 
Investigative School.

•Was graduated from 
the FBI Sniper School.

•Graduate of the 
Leadership Command 
College.

Equally pertinent to 
today’s domestic terror-
ism times, he is certified 
by the FBI for his special-
ization in terrorism and 
border issues.

“Drug enforcement is 

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

When Roy Boyd sold his 1968 Dodge Comet he 
never looked back.

He was 19. With the money from that sale to pay 
for his police academy training, his life entered 
a new chapter whose 
theme began when he 
was in high school.

One evening, he heard 
the sound of shooting 
from a friend’s place 
about a mile away. 
“There was a lot of shoot-
ing,” Boyd remembers, 
“which was unusual.”

He went to his friend’s 
home and found him on 
the bank of a pond firing 
a pistol at a target.

“What are you doing?” 
he asked his friend.

“I’m practicing. I’m going to a police academy.”
Boyd says he didn’t think much about it at the 

time, but the shooting practice triggered some-
thing. He soon found himself going to Port Lavaca 
and riding shifts where his friend now was on the 
force.

“That’s what sparked my going into law enforce-
ment,” he says.

He graduated from the Victoria College acad-
emy in 1993 and applied to join the Victoria Police 
Department.

50 indicted

Ruby Garza

Daniel 
Rodriguez

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

County commissioners 
acknowledged submitting 
two projects to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality, which oversees 
RESTORE Act funds last week.

The submission of the proj-
ects was done July 19, making 
the grant deadline.

“We wanted to make sure 
everybody knew we submitted 
them,” Refugio  County Judge 

Blaschke said.
Under the funded priorities 

list are the Bayside Boat Ramp 
and Breakwater Project and 
the Austwell Shoreline Erosion 
Project.  

The two projects were submit-
ted in 2016 for the RESTORE 
Act funds but were passed over.

The Resources and 
Ecosystems Sustainability, 
Tourist Opportunities, and 
Revived Economies (RESTORE) 
of the Gulf Coast States Act 
was passed in response to the 
British Petroleum Deep Water 

Horizon Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

In this round of submissions, 
bucket 2 funds total $360 mil-
lion to be distributed over five 
Gulf of Mexico states.

“It is a pre-proposal, 
Hopefully, we will get invited 
back for a full proposal (in the 
fall),” Blaschke said.

If the county is invited back, 
then a public comment period 
will be scheduled.

“In fall, we will meet the 
first hurdle. Then it goes to 
permits and the RESTORE Act 

Council,” Blaschke said.
If all goes well, the county 

will know if its projects are 
funded in spring 2020.

“I hope so,” Blaschke said.
He said Toby Baker, execu-

tive director of the TCEQ, has 
great interest in the projects 
and helping the Texas coast-
line.

“Small, little counties will 
have an edge, especially those 
that have an economic and com-
mon benefit,” Blaschke said.

The judge added that  Ray De 

Los Santos of Santos-McBain 
Management and Planning 
was spearheading the projects 
for funding.

De Los Santos also is affili-
ated with the Refugio County 
Community Development 
Foundation

The estimated cost of both 
projects in 2016 was $5.8 mil-
lion.

Blaschke also said the proj-
ects are scalable, meaning they 
can be accomplished in phases.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  Advance-
Guard Press and can be reached at 361-526-2397, or at 
refugio@mySouTex.com.

Court makes July 19 deadline for RESTORE state grants

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

County commission-
ers reviewed  a proposed 
2020 budget Tuesday 
morning, noting that the 
8% ad valorem tax cap 
would be at 75 cents per 
$100 of property value to 
support a $10.21 million 
budget.

Ad valorem tax gener-
ated revenue was esti-
mated to cover $5.771 
million of the budget.

County Judge Bobby 
Blaschke noted that there 

was $479,000 in the coun-
ty’s reserve fund.

The county also has a 
$920,000 FEMA loan for 
maintenance and opera-
tions.

“These have a tendency 
to be forgiven. It has been 
forgiven in the past,” 
Blaschke said.

One of the main expens-
es was a 3% pay increase 
t all the county’s employ-
ees.

Blaschke noted that 
next year raising revenue 
will be of great concern.
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By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Every year when Goliad County Chief Appraiser 
Richard Miller starts his property appraisal pro-
cess, the key evaluation is the Coleto Creek Power 
Plant.

The plant represents more than 40 percent of 
the county’s tax base.

Two years ago, when the Dynergy company 
owned the plant, the company set the value at $0.

GOLIAD

Coleto Creek Plant 
valuation unchanged 

PROFILE

‘I like chal-
lenges. I can-
not stand to be 
bored. I have 
to be mov-
ing forward. 
Complacency 
is the key to 
defeat and I 
can’t stand it.’

 — Roy Boyd

(See Indictments, 12A)

(See County, 12A)

(See Plant, 12A)
(See Profile, 12A) (See Boyd, 12A)
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‘Woodsboro Rocks’ event 
brings families together
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