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THREE RIVERS – The Three Rivers City 
Council appointed 10 members to a committee 
to update the community’s Park Master Plan 
at a meeting Monday, Sept. 9.

Those appointed were: Becky Lopez, Sam 
Garcia, Rose Dove Burch, Angie Ponce, Adrian 
Zermeno, Leon Martinez, Ellie Muniz, Sandra 
Martinez, Darrell Pullin and Drusanne Hunter. 
The Council decided to defer appointing a pos-
sible 11th member.

More details of the Council meeting will 
appear in an upcoming edition of The Progress.

Vol. 46, No. 24, Two Sections, 36 pages Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019 www.mysoutex.com 75¢
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TILDEN – The theft of oil con-
tinues to be a major problem in 
McMullen County, and on Aug. 
30, one suspect was arrested 
while a theft of oil was appar-
ently in progress.

Jose Gerardo, 39, of Edinburg 
was arrested by McMullen 
County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
and booked into the Live Oak 
County Jail.

He is charged with theft of 
petroleum products valued 
between $10,000 and $100,000, a 
third degree felony. He was also 
charged with unlawfully carry-
ing a weapon.

According to a statement issued 
by the McMullen County Sheriff’s 
Office, “Deputies arrived in the 
area and located the suspect 
vehicle after it had departed the 
theft location. Extensive investi-
gation into recent oil thefts led 
the Sheriff’s Office to JAR Oil 
Transport LLC. out of Edinburg, 
Texas. JAR crude hauler was 
found leaving this scene with 

approximately 190 barrels of 
stolen crude oil onboard. Truck 
tractor and trailer was impound-
ed after stolen oil was delivered 
back to the location it was taken 
from.”

The sheriff’s office noted that 
between July 4 and the end 
of August, there have been 7 
reported oil thefts in McMullen 
County totaling approximately 
1,207 barrels of crude oil stolen 
with an approximate value in 
excess of $66,000.”

In other action:
• At 4:40 p.m. Aug. 27, the 

San Antonio Police Department 
contacted the McMullen County 
Sheriff’s Office regarding a trac-
tor trailer that was reported sto-
len and was being stored at the 
Texas Towing South Wrecker 
yard on Farm to Market Road 
99 near Highway 72. Deputies 
found the trailer located on site.

• At 5:05 p.m. Aug. 30, a traffic 
stop conducted on reckless driv-
er. The 37-year-old male driver 
was found to be driving with an 
invalid license. He was arrested 

and booked into the Live Oak 
County Jail, and the vehicle was 
impounded.

• At 6:43p.m. Aug. 3, a traffic 
stop was conducted on vehicle 
for a moving violation. Driver 
was found to be driving with an 
invalid license with previous con-
victions. The 38-year-old male 
driver was arrested and booked 
into the Live Oak County Jail for 
driving while license invalid, and 
the vehicle was impounded. 

• At 12:09 p.m. Aug. 31, the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety was assisted with a motor 
vehicle accident at Highway 16 
at Nueces River Bridge with 
property damaged. DPS troop-
ers investigated the crash. No 
Injuries were reported. 

• At 11:05 p.m. Aug. 31, a traf-
fic stop was conducted on vehicle 
for moving violation. The driver 
was found to be driving with 
invalid license. The 31-year-old 
male was arrested and booked 
into the Live Oak County Jail for 
driving while license invalid with 

Not so   lick
Suspect arrested in oil theft case

(See Sheriff’s, 3A)
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Perfect 7
George West Junior High 

earns statewide recognition
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – While some school districts 
might make it look easy with continual success, 
make no mistake – hard work and dedication goes 
into earning A ratings for school districts and cam-
puses.

George West Junior High recently took that suc-
cess one step further, earning a perfect seven out of 
seven possible distinctions to take its place as one of 
the best campuses in Texas.

Helping to lead this parade of achievement is 
GWJHS Principal Ashley Lowe, who is in her sev-
enth year at the school.

“Ashley is one of the most dynamic people I know, 
and her culture of professionalism and parent-com-
munity connections is awesome,” said Dr. Roland 
Quezada, director of educational services for George 
West Independent School District.

“The campus really has a strong culture of mutual 
respect and love of the kids and that certainly shows 
on the academic side. There is a lot of hard work and 

McMullen County hosts rodeo heroics at Tilden Lions Club Arena
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

TILDEN —  For 69 years, 
the Tilden Lions Club Rodeo 
has brought excitement, rough-
and-tumble rodeo action and 
shined the spotlight on the com-
munity, and this year the tradi-
tion continued, starting with 
a county rodeo for McMullen 
County competitors to show 
their mettle.

After the Sept. 5 county 
events, the show continued 
Sept. 6-7 at the Tilden Lions 
Club Arena and featured a calf 
scramble and mutton busting’ 
as well as traditional rodeo 
events.

There were also family activi-
ties including goat roping and a 
petting zoo.

But on Thursday, Sept. 5, 
the spotlight was on county 
rodeo participants who had the 
opportunity to compete in both 
team roping and barrel rac-

ing events at the Tilden Lions 
Club Rodeo Arena located on 
Highway 16 just north of town.

Among those who have been 
regularly attending the Tilden 
rodeo for decades are Murray 

and Sallie Swaim, longtime 
McMullen County residents 
and members of the Tilden 

Lions Club.

Murray is also a McMullen 

Jeff Osborne photo

A pair of McMullen County cowboys rope a calf during team roping events on Thursday, Sept. 5, at the Tilden Lions Club Rodeo Arena. The event, held the day 
before the traditional rodeo event began, attracted local participants in team roping and barrel racing.

(See Tilden, 3A)

TR Council appoints committee 
to consider park master plan

(See Academic, Page 3A)

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – The 
Live Oak County Sheriff’s 
Office, working in coop-
eration with several 
other agencies recently 
arrested several people in 
connection with federal 
felony charges as part of 
Operation Coastal Bender.

The primary arrests 
in the case were made in 
late August, but some of 

the charges dated back to 
2015, according to Live 
Oak County Sheriff Larry 
Busby and Narcotics 
Investigator Lance 
Rathke.

A total of 16 arrests were 
made, including several in 
Live Oak County. One sus-
pect, Michael McDaniel, 
remains a fugitive and is 
charged with possession of 

Martin Stewart Melanie Sherman Raymond Lopez Victor Carbajal Jr.(See Operation, 3A)


