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Diamond Gala GWEF hosts fundraiser 
featuring Diamond Rio

Inmates 
walk out
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS 
– Two inmates at 
the Three Rivers 
Federal Correction 
Institute’s satellite 
camp were discov-
ered to be missing 
about 4 a.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 6.

The men were 
identified as Gustavo 
Lozano, 32, and 
Sergio Heredia, 47.

Lozano is described 
as a Hispanic man 
who is 6 feet, 1 inch 
tall and weighs 
about 190 pounds 
and has brown hair 
and brown eyes. 

Heredia is also a 
Hispanic man who is 
5 feet, 6 inches tall 
and weighs about 
170 pounds. He also 
has brown hair and 
brown eyes.

A press release 
from the U.S. 
Department  of 
Justice’s Federal 

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – Denim 
and Diamonds is back, and this 
year the annual fundraiser for 
the George West Education 
Foundation’s emphasis on dia-
monds is more appropriate than 
ever.

Local residents will have the 
opportunity to enjoy the music 
of country powerhouse Diamond 
Rio and also support education 
during the education founda-
tion’s major fundraiser on Oct. 
19 at the Live Oak County 
Fairgrounds.

Best known for their No. 1 
hit “Meet in the Middle,” (1991) 
Diamond Rio had four other No. 
1 country hits, as well:  “How 
Your Love Makes Me Feel” 
(1997), “One More Day” (2001), 
“Beautiful Mess” (2002), and “I 
Believe” (2003).

Diamond Rio has sold more 
than 10 million albums, three of 
which were designated as plati-
num by the Recording Industry 
Artists of America for sales of 
more than one million each and 
five which were certified gold for 
sales of more than 500,000 each. 

The band has had 22 Top 10 
singles and have won several 
awards for their country sounds.

One of the interesting things 
to note is that the band enjoys 
raising money for charity, help-
ing nonprofits earn more than $1 
million and earning the Minnie 
Pearl Humanitarian Award.

Opening for Diamond Rio will 
be the band Fast  Movin’ Train, 
a New Braunfels-based band 
which features classic country 
hits of the 1980s, 1990s and 
2000s. 

The band features Gary Glenn 

who grew up in Three Rivers 
and will bring his own special 
brand of Live Oak County flair 
to the celebration.

Last spring, the GWEF 
donated $184,657.28 to benefit 
the students of George West 
Independent School District.

Tickets for the event cost $150 
each, $1,250 for a table for 10 or 
$5,000 for a VIP sponsorship.

In addition to entertainment, 
those attending will be treated to 

supper and also have a chance to 
bid on a variety of donated items 
via a silent auction.

In the eight years since the 
GWEF began, the foundation 
has given more than $870,000 
in grants for public education in 
George West.

“Our next goal is upon us and 
it will be a coin toss if we can hit 
that 1 million mark this year or 
next,” said a newsletter sent out 

Contributed photo

Diamond Rio, with a string of country music hits dating back to 1991, will headline the George West Education Foundation’s 
fundraiser on Oct. 19 at the Live Oak County Fairgrounds.

TR library now $10,000 richer
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – Enjoying a 
$10,000 windfall is a rare experi-
ence, but that’s what the Three 
Rivers branch of the Live Oak 
County Library received thanks to 
a donation by Phillips 66.

The grant will significantly 
bolster its selection of children’s 
books, and also enhance the 
library’s dedication toward provid-
ing technology resources to every-
one in the community.

Live Oak County Library 
Director Marco Marroquin said he 
was surprised by the generosity 
of Phillips 66, noting that he had 
only asked for about $5,000, and 
for the first time he can recall, 

a company actually doubled his 
grant request.

“The library means a lot to me,” 
he said. “This is where I start-
ed and I’ve been here 12 years, 
including director for seven years. 
It’s been a long journey of love for 
this place.”

While the George West branch 
library has benefitted from a num-
ber of grants, he said that the 
Three Rivers branch was in need 
of updating its resources.

“Three Rivers gets passed over 
sometimes because it’s smaller, so 
whatever we can do to upgrade is 

important,” Marroquin said. 

“I know there’s a push toward 
digital, but the kids still need 
books they can hold in their hands, 
and a lot of them still want that. 
This will allow us to purchase a lot 
of new books that are relevant to 
them, for school and just to enjoy 
reading.”

Phillips 66 Communications 
Manager Rich Johnson said his 
company was glad to be able to 
donate to a part of the community 
that benefits everyone.

“We are glad to help and to be 
part of the community,” he said. 
“A major focus of our philanthropy 
is education.

Phillips 66 grant to fund 
more children’s books

NatioNal Night out

Jeff Osborne photo

A young George West resident enjoys a visit with McGruff the 
Crime Dog during National Night Out festivities Oct. 1 at George 
West City Park.

GW event focuses on  
making community safer

TR Elementary builds leaders

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – 
Strengthening relation-
ships among community 
members, law enforce-
ment and first responders 
was the goal of National 
Night Out on Oct. 1 at 
George West City Park.

Local residents enjoyed 
fun, children’s activities 
and introductions to the 
people who help to keep 
their community safe.

“This event is impor-
tant because it gives an 

opportunity for citizens to 
gather in one place with 
law enforcement, to min-
gle and get to know who 
they are and what we’re 
all about,” said George 
West Police Chief David 
Perkins. 

The celebration had 
extra significance for 
Perkins, who was cele-
brating his one-year anni-
versary with the GWPD.

“It’s important  to 
strengthen the police-
community partnership, 

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – Building tomorrow’s com-
munity leaders and fortifying its student leaders, 
the Texas Elementary Principals and Supervisors 
Association held a student leadership workshop on 
Thursday, Oct. 3, on the campus of Three Rivers 
Elementary School.

Participants including Student Council mem-
bers from both Three Rivers and Skidmore-Tynan 
Elementary schools. Student Council consists of 
fourth- through sixth-graders who aim to be leaders 
on their campus and to help make good things hap-
pen in partnership with other students and well as 
teachers and staff.

To serve on the Council, students fill out an appli-
cation. Among the requirements is that they show 
good citizenship traits, work hard and don’t have 
any disciplinary  referrals, said TRES Principal 
Cindy Miller.

The sixth-graders are the officers for the Council. 
For this school year, Jayden Pedroza is the presi-
dent and Heidi Riojas is the vice president.

Both girls said this is the third year they have 
served as Student Council members.

“I just really wanted to help and be a part of the 
student leadership team,” Jayden said.

“I love to help students with their jobs and their 
enthusiasm,” Heidi said.
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Three Rivers Elementary School held a Student Council leadership 
seminar on Thursday, Oct. 3. Among the participants were (front row, 
from right) Three Rivers sixth-graders Jayden Predoza, the Student 
Council president; Heidi Hinojosa, the vice president; and faculty spon-
sors (back row from left) Jennifer Webb and Joey Royal.
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