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Skidmore-
Tynan claims 
fourth 
straight 
victory over 
Beeville. 
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teen dies in friday shooting

Drill trAins 
response 
to Active 
shooter

Beeville Independent School District police 
officer Carmen Rojas stands over the sus-
pect, a training gun in hand, on the second 
floor of A.C. Jones High School during an 
active shooter exercise Tuesday morning. 
Dozens of state, county, local and school 
officers were joined by firefighters and 
EMS personnel in a massive drill to test the 
response of local emergency responders in 
an active shooter scenario. The first police 
officer rushed through the door at the high 
school just two minutes after the call went 
out during the exercise.

Members of the Beeville Volunteer 
Fire Department begin taking 

the first of the shooting “victims” 
during an active shooter exercise 

Tuesday morning at A.C. Jones 
High School. Firefighters from 

throughout this area were in 
town to take part in the drill and 

to hone their skills in the event of 
an actual mass shooting in one 

of the schools or other buildings. 
Law enforcement officers from 

throughout Bee County also were 
on the scene carrying training 
weapons during the exercise.
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TIF ends with 
board’s breakup 

School district, county 
receive refund of payments

Water boil 
costly for 
businesses
‘It’s a very scary situation. 

I’m tired of losing money.’
 — Speaker during town hall

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – More than 60 
Beeville residents and busi-
ness owners came to the John 
C. Fulghum Event Center 
Thursday evening for a town 
hall meeting before the City 
Council.

Many of those who attended 
the 6 p.m. meeting signed up 
to comment or ask questions, 
mostly pertaining to the two 
recent boil water notices issued by the city.

Once City Attorney Frank Warner explained the 
town hall meeting concept to those attending, City 
Manager Joe B. Montez read a timeline of the first 
boil water notice.

The city was notified at 9:30 on the morning 
of Thursday, July 11, by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality that chlorine levels in 

Montez

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – The city of 
Beeville’s tax increment 
finance district in the down-
town area ceased to exist dur-
ing a noon meeting at City 
Hall Monday.

City Manager Joe B. Montez 
said the city decided to shut 
down the program after two 
of the entities involved in 
financing, Bee County and the 
Beeville Independent School 
District, opted to drop out and 
asked the city to repay the 
a substantial portion of the 
taxes their entities had paid 
into the program.

The two entities had said 
the district, which had been 
financed by capturing prop-
erty tax increases within the 
downtown area, had not been 
renewed when the agreement 
expired, and they wanted 
their money from that time 
until the present.

“It’s been a successful 

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE –  Texas 
Rangers and investiga-
tors in Refugio County 
have joined with detec-
tives with the Beeville 
Police Department in 
looking for evidence 

related to a Friday night 
shooting fatality.

One local man, identi-
fied as 17-year-old Jacob 
Cole Thompson, was 

pronounced dead at the 
scene by Justice of the 
Peace Leticia Cantu.

Police Chief Robert J. 
Bridge and Detective Lt. 

Kenneth Jefferson said 
they have been search-
ing for evidence near the 
scene and interviewing 
witnesses since the shoot-

ing was reported at 11 
p.m. Friday.

Bridge said the shoot-
ing occurred near the 
intersection of Nimitz 

and Lexington streets in 
Capehart Properties.

Jefferson said the 
parties involved in the 

Investigation continues to identify suspect in killing
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Money from the tax 
increment finance 
district was used 
to maintain these 
flower beds along the 
main street down-
town. Concerns over 
spending has forced 
an end to funding of 
the district.
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