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Serving Refugio and Goliad Counties

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

County commissioners 
have changed their mind  
– again – about county 
employees driving county 
cars home.

Previously, the court 
voted 3-1 to ban county 
vehicles from leaving the 
county except on official 
business.

At a later session, 
Precinct 4 County 
Commissioner David 
Bruns told the court he 
had written a letter and 
signed it allowing EMS 
Director Jose Alcazar to 
drive his county vehicle to 
his home in Cuero.

“He and his family have 
settled in Cuero,” Bruns 
explained. “And, he’s an 
administrator.”

County Judge Mike 
Bennett and Precinct 3 
County Commissioner 
Mickey White questioned 

Bruns’ decision.
“I think the county 

policy should apply to 
all county employees,” 

White said. Bennett said 
he wanted a policy that 
equally applies to all 
employees.

In Tuesday’s session, 
Bennett and County 
Attorney Rob Baiamonte 
found themselves in a 
face-off.

Bruns had reported on 
a meeting recently he had 
with Goliad Sheriff Kirby 
Brumby in which Kirby 
essentially wanted the 
court to revert to the pre-
vious policy that allowed 
sheriff’s deputies and 
EMS personnel to drive 
county vehicles home if 
that lived in an adjacent 
county.

“I don’t think the 
response time would be 
any different between a 
first responder driving a 
county vehicle from his 
home to driving his per-
sonal car to the Goliad 
county line and then 

WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 74. Low 56.
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 72. Low 60.
SAT — 30% chance of showers. High 62. Low 52. 
SUN — 40% chance of showers. High 62. Low 42. 
MON — 20% chance of showers. High 51. Low 42. 
TUE — Mostly cloudy. High 52. Low 36. 
WED — Clear. High 54. Low 41. 
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REFUGIO

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press Staff

RISD Superintendent 
Melissa Gonzales on Monday 
said bats remain in the elemen-
tary school building after clos-
ing the school last week.

She said the elementary 
school building will be closed 
for at least a week until Pest 
Management of Austin can 
seal the building. “They said 
it would take approximately a 
week,” she said.

The pest company seals the 
building so bats can leave but 
can’t come back.

School officials are worked 
on alternative facilities to hold 
instruction for the students, 
and that has been finalized for 
Wednesday.

PreK to 3rd grade will have 
school at Our Lady of Refuge 
Church beginning at 7:55 a.m. 
and ending at 2:30 p.m. 

All students should be 
dropped off at the OLR cafete-
ria no earlier than 7:15 a.m. 
Breakfast will be provided until 
7:45 a.m. 

All students will remain in 
the cafeteria until 7:50 a.m. 
and then be escorted to their 
classrooms by their teachers. 

“Because of the limited spac-
ing, we will not be allowing 
parents/visitors to walk their 

child to class,” said Elementary 
Principal Twyla Thomas.

“Also, we ask that parents 
do not come to eat with their 
child in the cafeteria dur-
ing lunch while here at OLR. 
Outside lunches will need to be 
left with the secretary at the 
check-in table near the cafete-
ria entrance, and we will make 
sure that your child gets their 
lunch,” she said.

Wednesday’s  lunch will be 
hamburgers. On Thursday 
kids will be served corn dogs, 
and Friday will be hot dogs. 
Microwaves will not be avail-
able for students to heat their 
lunches. 

“Please send your child with 
a water bottle as there are no 
water fountains available,” 
Thomas said.

All 4th- through 6th-grade 
students will attend school 
tomorrow at the high school 
campus beginning at 7:55 p.m. 
and ending at 3:45 p.m. 

An RES staff member will 
be standing at the front office 
entrance next to the gym to 
escort student to the RHS caf-
eteria. Breakfast will be served 
from 7:15-7:45 a.m.

Students will remain in the 
cafeteria until they are escorted 
to class at 8 a.m. by their 
teachers.

“Lunch will be served in the 
RHS cafeteria and we are ask-
ing that parents do not come 
eat with their child due to lim-
ited spacing. Lunches can be 
left at the front office (next to 
the gym) for delivery,” Thomas 
said.

“At dismissal (3:45 p.m.), we 
are asking parents to pull into 
the side parking lot located 
next to the auditorium/band 
hall,” she said.

“Police Sgt. Silvas will be 
assisting with directing traffic 
so that cars can turn into the 
parking lot and loop around 
creating a line to pick up 4th-
6th-grade students.  Cars will 
exit back out the parking lot 
where they entered,” she said.

Parents may ask additional 
questions by contacting the 
school (Valerie Everett) at 361-
526-4844.

Gonzales said she and oth-
ers had observed a lot of bats 
over the weekend, hence they 
decided to close the elementary 
school campus.

She said she thinks the bats 
are isolated to one area in the 
ceiling that was sealed.

“They can go out, but cannot 
come back in,” she said.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  Advance-
Guard Press and can be reached at 361-526-2397, or at 
refugio@mySouTex.com.

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press Staff

A city office worker 
turned herself in to the 
Refugio County Sheriff’s 
Office on Feb. 13.

She subsequently was 
arrested and charged 
with tampering with a 
governmental record and 
theft of $2,500 or more 
but less than $30,000.

Severa Flores, 42,  
was suspended from her 
duties at the Bayside City 
Office.

A Texas Ranger inves-
tigation culminated in the 
felony charges, according 
to Refugio County Sheriff 
Pinky Gonzales.

Gonzales said the 
Texas Rangers continue 
the investigation into the 
case.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

Severa Flores

Charge: 
felony 
theft
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Geri and Charles Watts

COUPLE 
VICTIM 
OF SCAM

GOLIAD
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Online scams are 
increasing by as much as 
30 percent annually.

According to findings 
by the California-based 
Javelin Research, 16.7 
million credit cards users 
had their identity stolen 
in 2017.

Charles and Geri Watts, 
who live in Lakewood, 
now have joined the 
national trend.

As Charles explains it, 
this was no simple scam, 
but one that was well 
thought out and sophis-
ticated enough that even 
those who have learned to 
be wary could have been 
fooled.

“My wife made reser-
vations with a hotel at 
Denver’s Intercontinental 
Airport,” he says.

The couple are avid 
scuba divers; later this 
year, they are heading 
for the island of Bonaire, 
– 50 miles north of 
Venezuela – and, accord-
ing to Charles, one of the 
world’s top scuba diving 
sites.

“The girl she talked to 
asked for my wife’s credit 
card number and expira-
tion date,” he continues. 
“As soon as my wife hung 
up the phone, the man-
ager of the hotel called 
back, on the hotel phone, 
and told my wife that the 
expiration date they had 
written down was wrong 
and if my wife could con-
firm the one she has on 
her card.

“Again, the phone num-
ber was from the hotel. 

Commissioners Court: Lawyer vs. the judge

Bill Clough photo

County Attorney Rob Baiamonte, left, and County Judge Mike Bennett in discussion after Tuesday’s 
Commissioners Court session.

GOLIAD

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press Staff

County commissioners were asked if they would 
approve resolutions to take to the Texas Legislature for 
consideration Tuesday morning, Feb. 26.

County Judge Bobby Blaschke suggested four reso-
lutions that were proposed by the County Judges and 
Commissioners Association of Texas in 2018.

Blaschke’s first suggestion was a resolution opposing 

Taking resolutions 
to Austin lawmakers
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An 18-wheeler hydroplaned 
Tuesday morning in the 

rain about eight miles south 
of Goliad on U.S. Highway 

183. The 55-year-old driver, 
Anthony Rodriguez, was cited 
for driving at an unsafe speed 

and then taken to a hospital 
in Victoria. 
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THEY’RE BACKEY’RE BACK
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