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WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — 20% chance of showers, High 77, Low 63
FRI — Partly sunny, High 81, Low 63
SAT —  Sunny, High 79, Low 56
SUN —  Mostly sunny, High 77, Low 58
MON —  40% chance of showers, High 74, Low 49
TUE —  Mostly sunny, High 63, Low 41
WED —  Mostly cloudy, High 74, Low 62

INSIDE

Christmas in 
Goliad — Page 3A

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press Staff

An 18-year-old student from Yoakum 
is charged with felony criminal mis-
chief following the vandalism of a lock-
er room at Goliad High School.

Brennen Jarod Hall, a member of 
the Yoakum High School football team, 
was booked into the Goliad County 
Jail Tuesday afternoon. Bond was set 
at $3,000 by Judge Steven Kennedy, 
Precinct 2 justice of the peace. 

Hall was arrested in Yoakum by 
District Attorney Investigator John 
Schlinger and brought to Goliad for 
booking. The warrant issued by Judge 
Kennedy earlier that day.

A subpoena, issued by a grand jury 
here for Yoakum school district records, 
identified not only this student but a 
juvenile student as well. The juvenile 
as of Wednesday morning had not been 
arrested.

The name of the juvenile was not 
released because of his age.

Reaction to this vandalism was 
immediate and seemingly ongoing on 
Facebook.

Shortly after the $4,700 worth of 
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AreA ChAmpioNS
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Woodsboro head coach Xavier Rangel raises the Area Championship trophy with 
his Eagles team, a first in Woodsboro’s history. The trophy and championship 
follow a 30-24 victory in which the Eagles overcame a 17-0 halftime shortfall. 
The trophy was then presented to freshman Anthony Meacham, who caught the 
game-winning pass with four seconds left in the game. Goliad and Refugio also 
won area championships. See the sports section today for more on these games.

Deputy catches 
intruder relaxing 
in Tivoli home
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A home invasion went 
awry for an unsuspecting 
intruder Sunday evening, 
Nov. 25.

The owner of the 
home on state Highway 
239 had been away for 
Thanksgiving when he 
returned home to find 
the intruder in his house 
around 5:05 p.m.

“He entered the home 
without the owner’s 
consent,” said Refugio 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 

Jennifer “J-Lo” Lopez.
“He took a shower and 

was making himself at 
home,” she said.

“Luckily, I was in the 
area. I was just around 
the corner,” Lopez added.

But before Lopez came 
to the home, the owner 
had gotten a rifle out and 
was pointing it at the 
intruder.

The owner told the 
intruder to lay on his 
stomach as he continued 
to hold the man at gun-
point.

LOCKERGATE: 

Student 
charged 
in school 
vandalism

Back at home for Thanksgiving
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Struggle.
The effort permeates the entire 

coast among Texas residents 
who suffered loss from Hurricane 
Harvey. Struggle with loss, struggle 
with insurance and struggle with 
FEMA.

Gracie Hernandez, 58,  has her 
own personal struggle, and she will 
remember it the rest of her life.

Her house (no, her home) on 
the south side of Austwell, was 
destroyed by the storm,  and she 
struggled to bring her life and her 
family – her 20-year-old daughter, 
Divina, and her grandson, Ivan, 10 
months old – back to some kind of 
normalcy.

With no options, she moved in 
with her brother in Tivoli. Then 
later to Victoria with her sister.

“Leaving was hard.  It’s not easy 

Korth, Barnhart 
on campaign to 
save ‘Horny Toad’
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press Staff

Wilfred Korth may 
have lost his election 
bid for county judge but 
creatures in his care are 
happy for the extra time 
and attention.

Wilfred, and his wife, 
Claire Barnhart, are 
doing their part to save 
the declining population 
of horned toads.

The lizards are under 
the official protection of 
the Texas Legislature, 

which passed a law 
guarding them in 1967. 
Ten years later, they were 
placed on the Threatened 
and Endangered Species 
list.

“Many scientists blame 
pesticides for their decline 
because these pesticides 
kill harvester ants, one of 
the toads’ favorites foods,” 
says Pat Garland a Texas 
Master Naturalist.

“However, some people 
feel that the decline is 
because of the imported 
fire ant. But, biologists 
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Warren Phipps, executive director of the Coastal Bend Disaster Recovery Group (with 
outstretched arms), welcomes about 15 people to a ribbon cutting ceremony and 
"handing over the keys" to a new manufactured home in Austwell. Gracie Hernandez 
(in navy blue) with her daughter Divina and grandson Ivan received the home on 
Tuesday afternoon, Nov. 20. Also pictured are Austwell city commissioner Molly 
Grace Garcia (center), CBDR secretary Sandy Pinaire  (top right) and Lupe Alvarado.

Contributed photo

Wilfred Korth is shown holding one of his friends.

(See Residents, 11A)

(See Toads, 11A)

(See Hernandez, 7A)

TxDOT announces county road projects
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Texas Department of 
Transportation road projects 
during the next four years were 
announced by TxDOT area engi-
neer Robert Isassi to the Refugio 
County Commissioners Court on  
Tuesday morning.

“U.S. Highway 183 construction 
will begin within four years. It’s a 
seal coat project,” Isassi said.

The 7.5-mile project will begin 
one mile south of state Highway 
202 and go to the Goliad County 
line.

Farm-to-Market Road 1360 
construction involves widening 
the road.

“Later on when we get funding 
for bridges, we will come back and 
widen the bridge there,” he said.

Isassi said drainage along 
Farm-to-Market Road 629 to 
Farm-to-Market Road 136 will be 
improved with widened lanes and 
paved shoulders.

“We have no hard dates because 
(See Roads, 11A)
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