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Slain DPS agent Randel to be honored

Residents rally to save historic Oakville tree
TR Council 
approves 
roadwork
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – 
Those traveling on a trio 
of roads in Three Rivers 
should enjoy a smoother 
ride in the near future 
after the Three Rivers City 
Council approved fund-
ing for street improve-
ments during a meeting on 
Monday, July 8.

City leaders including 
Mayor Felipe Martinez, 
City Administrator 
Thomas Salazar, 
Councilman Tommy 
House and consultant Ray 
De Los Santos worked 
with the LNV engineering 
firm of Corpus Christi on 
the street project.

LNV has estimated the 
cost of the repairs will be 
$383,200, and the Council 
has approved seeking bids 
for the work.

The streets where work 
will be done include:

• Agarita Street, to sta-
bilize and repave the road.

• Moser, which is the 
back road from State 
Highway 72 to the Little 
League baseball fields. In 
addition to repaving the 
road, concrete would be 
placed in two areas of the 
road where a natural creek 
flows in order to protect 
the asphalt there.

• School Road at Blair 
Street. The road there will 

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

OAKVILLE – For 
centuries a massive 
oak tree has kept 
silent watch over the 
Oakville area, housing 
numerous birds, more 
than a few squirrels 
and also towering over 
the area around it.

With expansion 
of FM Road 1358, 
the tree’s future was 
in doubt, and the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation had 
indicated that the tree 
might become a casu-
alty of roadwork.

Thanks to the efforts 
of a number of area 
residents, including 
Laurie Clopton, Robin 
Wells and Lisa Weber 
— as well as the inter-
vention of Live Oak 
County Judge Jim 
Huff and Live Oak 
County Precinct 2 
Commissioner Donna 
Mills — the tree will 
continue to stand as 
a living monument in 
the Oakville area.

“I contacted (the 
transportation depart-
ment) in Alice and 
asked them not to have 
the tree removed,” 
Mills said. “They have 
said that it will stay 
there, and they’ve put 
a guardrail around it 
to protect the tree.”

By Richard Hudson
Special to The Progress

GEORGE WEST – More than three years ago ,the Live Oak 
County Historical Commission (LOCHC) initiated discussions 
with county authorities about relocating Narcotics Agent Patrick 
Allen Randel’s monument from the intersection of IH-37 and US 
Highway 59 where he was killed by drug dealers. 

Today, through efforts of the LOCHC, county, TXDOT and law 
enforcement officials, the monument sits permanently in front 
of the new Live Oak County Justice Center where a memorial 
and monument unveiling in Agent Randel’s honor is planned for 
Saturday, July 13, at 10:30 a.m.

“Agent Randel’s monument became obscured from public view 
due to highway construction,” said Ross Harris, LOCHC Chair. 
“For over three years, the LOCHC looked for ways to restore the 
monument to public view. It now sits honorably and permanently 
in front of the new Live Oak County Justice Center for all to see.”

According to LOCHC treasurer and former chair, Leslie Walker, 
the tradition began in 1995 when Richard Metcalf set the first 
monument. It was for Department of Public Safety (DPS) Trooper 
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This historic live oak tree in Oakville, estimated to be hundreds of years old, will be spared despite ongoing construction.

(See Council, 3A)

(See Memorial, 3A)

(See Tree, 3A)

Contributed photo

Businesses landscaping Randel’s monument were Beltran’s Worry-Free Sprinklers from Sandia, RnC Landscape from 
San Antonio and Curry’s Nursery & Floral of Three Rivers.

Three Rivers VFD flag dedicated in Fourth of July ceremony
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – The 
Three Rivers Volunteer 
Fire Department celebrated 
the Fourth of July holiday 
by dedicating a ceremonial 
flag at the department’s 
headquarters.

In addition to many of the 
department’s 21 firefighters 
attending, representatives 
from the Live Oak County 
chapters of the American 
Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, as well as 
Live Oak County Judge 
Jim Huff and Three Rivers 
City Councilwoman Becky 
Lopez attended the event.

“As a veteran, the flag 
means a lot to me, and it’s 

good to be able to do this 
on the Fourth of July,” said 
VFD Captain Sean Steele.

Judge Huff also focused 
on the meaningfulness 
of being able to dedicate 
the American flag on 
Independence Day.

“This is the perfect combi-
nation of the Fourth of July 
and a tribute to those who 
have a spirit of service,” he 
said. “Freedom is part of 
our DNA, and a big part 
of freedom is the ability to 
help each other.”

Bobby Stewart, who 
served as the Three Rivers 
fire chief for 26 and a half 
years and is now the Live 
Oak County emergency 

management director, said 
he appreciated the atten-
dance of those at the flag 
dedication.

“Everybody has to watch 
each other’s back, and we 
all have to be aware of 
safety so we can get back 
home,” Stewart said.

Fire Department 
Secretary Lisa Stewart 
noted that safety is the 
theme for the department 
for 2019.

Former Three Rivers Fire 
Chief Ernie Whitson, who 
was attending the event 
as a representative of the 
American Legion, was also 
recognized at the ceremony.
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Three Rivers Volunteer Fire Department Chief Henry Pullin speaks during a flag dedication 
ceremony at the department’s meeting room on July 4. (See Flag, 3A)


