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GEORGE WESTSPORTS NEWS

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST 
– Judge Patrick 
Flanigan of the 
156th State District 
Court sentenced 
Cory Moya of Three 
Rivers on June 10  
to 10 years in pris-
on for possession 
of a controlled sub-
stance with intent 
to deliver more than 
13.8 grams of cocaine.

That charge also included a $5,000 fine 
and a $180 lab fee.
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TRHS calculations 
state championship
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – 
Winning a state cham-
pionship in anything 
requires hard work, 
tenacity and some good 
fortune along the way, 
and when it happens 
after coming so close 
on several occasions in 
the past, it makes the 
experience even more 
rewarding. That’s the 
scenario experienced 
recently by the Three 
Rivers High School cal-
culator team, which 
capped off its efforts by 
earning first place in 
Texas.

The team is coached by 
Jimmy Conn, and includ-
ed seniors Carolina 
Cruces and Josh Moya, 
junior Brandon Conn 
(the coach’s nephew) 
and freshman Gustavo 
Riojas.

“It’s an awesome 
accomplishment — 
we’re so happy that 
this group of students 
was able to earn and 
celebrate a state cham-
pionship,” Three Rivers 
High School Principal 
Ross Baker said.

“A tremendous 
effort and a tremen-
dous achievement,” 
said Three Rivers 
Independent School 

District Superintendent 
Les Dragon. “These 
are fantastic kids who 
worked so hard to make 
that happen, and are 

very deserving of their 
success.”

The tension and 
drama of the effort to 
capture a state champi-

onship are ingredients 
that would make an 
exciting movie.

Contributed photo

Gustavo Riojas, Carolina Cruces and Brandon Conn are three of the four members of the 
Three Rivers High School calculator applications team that recently won the state champion-
ship. Another team member, Josh Moya, is not pictured because he had to leave before the 
photo was taken to participate in a baseball playoff game.

Out-of-state men 
arrested for trying 
to purchase drugs
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – 
Two Massachusetts men 
were arrested in Live 
Oak County on Tuesday, 
June 4, and charged with 
attempting to purchase 
2 kilograms of cocaine 
from undercover police 
officers.

Charged in connec-
tion with the crime were 
Zachary Driskoll, 29, 
and Matthew Fisher, 41.

Lance Rathke, the 
narcotics investigator 
for the Live Oak County 
Sheriff’s Office, said 
Driskoll flew to Corpus 
Christi and Fisher drove 
from Massachusetts in 
order to make the deal. 
Fisher is Driskoll’s uncle.

“The agreed upon price 
was $52,000, and $55,788 
was seized,” Rathke said.

Because of difficulties 
with a past contact in 
the area, the men were 
promised two additional 
kilos of cocaine free of charge as part of the deal.

The men were released into the custody of the U.S. 
Marshal’s Office on Thursday, June 6, and charged 
with possession of cocaine with intent to deliver. A 
hearing before a judge is still pending to determine 
if a bond will be set.

The case was a joint operation of the Live Oak 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Office of Homeland 
Security and the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration.

Also assisting were the George West Police 
Department, the South Texas Task Force and the 
Texas Department of Public Safety.

Jeff Osborne is the editor of The Progress. He can be reached at 361-
786-3022 or theprogress@mysoutex.com.
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Flight safety boosted by purchase of system for airport
By Jef Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – In the not 
too distant future, Live Oak 
County representatives hope 
to install a new Automated 
Weather Observation System 
to increase the safety and via-
bility of the Live Oak County 
Airport.

At their last meeting in May, 
the Live Oak County commis-
sioners approved funding for 
the system to go along with a 75 
percent grant from the Texas 
Department of Transportation.

Airport Manager L.T. Davis 
said the system will help pro-
vide valuable data for pilots 

flying in to the airport and help 
prevent accidents.

“This provides information 
for pilots that includes what 
way the wind is blowing,” Davis 
said. “Some planes won’t land 
here without that information. 
We are behind the times in 
not having this equipment. It’s 
definitely something we really 
need. It’s another step in the 
right direction and another 
important tool for the airport.”

Those wanting to fly to Live 
Oak County, but who are dis-
suaded from doing so because 
of the lack of the weather obser-
vation system, instead have to 
land at airports at least 30 to 

40 miles away, Davis said.
“This makes our airport 

much more usable,” he said.
Live Oak County Judge Jim 

Huff agreed with Davis’ assess-
ment, saying, “It’s a safety fac-
tor.”

The airports in Kenedy, 
Beeville, Alice, Cotulla “and all 
the bigger airports have this 
— or an even more superior 
system,” Davis said.

Some local businesses have 
employees who fly in each 
month, although larger planes 
at the airport have to reduce 
their loads to get in and out of 

Class teaches kids cooking from around worldTR resident sentenced 
to 10 years in prison
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A weather information system was approved by the Live Oak County 
Commissioners Court for installation of the Live Oak County airport. The sys-
tem is designed to make flight safer.

By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

LIVE OAK COUNTY 
– Opportunities to learn 
cooking skills, traditions 
from other countries and 
search the community 
garden for a variety of 
fruits and vegetables were 
enjoyed by children from 
George West and Three 
Rivers who attended a 
Kids Can Cook! event 
on Thursday, June 6, at 
the Live Oak Outreach 
Learning Center.

A series of eight classes 
is underway, with seven 
more scheduled that will 
continue from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. each Thursday at the 
learning center, 3454 U.S. 

Students in 
Rachel King’s 
free cook-
ing classes, 
held at the 
Live Oak 
Outreach 
Learning 
Center, learn 
to cook a 
variety of 
items from 
around 
the world. 
The classes 
began June 6 
and continue 
through 
Aug. 1, and 
advance reg-
istration is 
not required 
in order to 
attend.
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