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PORTLAND – 

Voestalpine Texas donat-
ed $50,000 to provide new, 
state-of-the-art equipment 
that enhances training for 
students in the Process 
Technology program at 
Gregory-Portland High 
School (G-PHS).

One of several career 
and technical programs 
Del Mar College offers 
at San Patricio County 
high schools, Process 
Technology prepares 
students for stable, well-
paying careers with local 
industries.

“This gift from voestal-
pine Texas ensures that 
students in San Patricio 
County are learning 
Process Technology skills 
with the best possible 
equipment,” said Lenora 
Keas, DMC vice president 
of Workforce Development 
and Strategic Initiatives. 
“This equipment makes 
G r e g o r y - P o r t l a n d ’ s 
Process Technology pro-
gram one-of-a-kind among 
high schools in the Coastal 

Bend.”
The new equipment 

includes:
A distillation tower, 

made of clear acrylic, 
simulates with water and 
air the same distillation 
process that is used at 
refineries to turn crude 
oil into products like pro-
pane, gasoline, diesel and 
kerosene.

A flow skid trainer is 
used to teach students 
how to use a control 
valve to open and close 
the process flow loop. This 
involves an inside opera-
tor who communicates 
via hand-held radio with 
an outside operator in a 
process identical to that 
in real-world industrial 
facilities. 

A lockout/tagout trainer 
is designed for safety and 
enables the operator to 
safely shut down equip-
ment for maintenance and 
other purposes. 

Skills associated with 
the equipment can be 
applied to careers at 

refineries, petrochemical 
facilities and manufactur-
ing plants, Keas added. 
Nearly 1,000 high school 
students in San Patricio 
County have taken DMC 
dual credit courses this 

academic year, and sum-
mer course enrollment is 
in progress.

“Voestalpine Texas is 
honored to partner with 
Del Mar College and 
G-PISD in promoting edu-
cation that provides tech-
nical industrial training 
for our facility and other 
local industries,” said 
Stefan Einfalt, chief exec-
utive officer of voestalpine 
Texas. “Skilled labor is a 
vital part of our success, 

and we look forward to 
continuing our collabora-
tion with Del Mar and the 
school district.” 

As new industries con-
tinue to establish opera-
tions in the region, more 
and more students are 
expressing interest in 
becoming workforce ready 
while in high school, said 
Paul Clore, Ph.D., super-
intendent of Gregory-
Portland Independent 
School District. 

“The equipment fund-
ed by this donation will 
be used for many years,” 
Clore said. “It will support 
our needs for students who 
are being served today, 
as well as those who will 
be served by the expan-
sion of programs when we 
have a dedicated Training 
Center at this campus.” 

G-PHS juniors Joe 
Sauceda and Trent 
Svadlenak spoke about 
their experiences in the 
Process Technology pro-
gram at today’s ceremony. 

“The new equipment 
makes all the difference 
because it gives us valu-
able hands-on experi-
ence,” said Sauceda, who 
plans to become a process 
technician at a local facil-
ity. “The training builds 
my confidence and con-
vinces me that this is the 
field for me.” 

“It’s important to have 
the equipment in front of 
you where you can use it,” 
said Svadlenak, who plans 
to study engineering after 
high school. “It gives us a 
good idea of what’s going 
on in an industrial plant, 
as opposed to just looking 
at a book.”

Voestalpine Texas recently donated $50,000 to 
Gregory-Portland Independent School District 
for purchase of process technology equipment. 
Pictured from left are Paul Clore, Ph.D., super-
intendent of Gregory-Portland Independent 
School District; Trent Svadlenak and Joe 

Sauceda, Gregory-Portland High School pro-
cess technology students; Stefan Einfalt, chief 
executive officer of voestalpine Texas; and Mark 
Escamilla, Ph.D., president and chief executive 
officer of Del Mar College.

Taft ISD students Jorge Luera (sophomore) and Stefani Guzman (freshman) were cho-
sen to participate as honor crew members at the State UIL One-Act Play contest this 
past week at the Round Rock ISD Performing Arts Center.  These students worked very 
hard with their assigned jobs. During this three-day contest, students help participat-
ing shows in conference 1A, 2A and 3A. The students learned a lot about the rehearsal 
process, teamwork, building relationships and time management.
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Erin Smith receives her pin during Victoria College’s Associate Degree Nursing Program 
Pinning Ceremony on May 9, at the Leo J. Welder Center for the Performing Arts in 
Victoria. Pictured with Smith is Irma Moreno, ADN program chair and associate professor.
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O-EISD reflects on school year
ODEM – Reflections … 

Once again we find our-
selves at the end of anoth-
er school year. In my near-
ly 20 years in education it 
seems that every school 
year goes by quicker than 
the year before. We have 
had a wonderful year! 
Looking back from the 
beginning of the school 
year, I see how much our 
students have grown and 
achieved. I see amazing 
student work and great 
projects that classes have 
worked on displayed in the 
hallways. I see children 
enjoying both indoor and 
outdoor activities in our 
beautiful setting here at 
Odem Elementary. Our 
maintenance and custodi-
al departments do a won-
derful job of keeping our 
school and grounds look-
ing great! 

Gratitude …
We’ve all heard the say-

ing that it takes a village 
to raise a child, well; it also 
takes a village to sustain 
a school.  We are grate-
ful to have had another 
successful year at Odem 
Elementary. Thanks to all 
of you who have shown 
support of our students 
whether it was attending 
meetings, music perfor-
mances, helping out on 
picture day or helping out 

your child’s teacher. 
Thanks to the fami-

lies who have shown up 
for Open House, Family 
Math/Science and Literacy 
Night.  Thanks also to the 
parents who provided our 
staff with safety vests and 
signs to use for morning 
drop-off and afternoon 
pick-up. We recognize that 
our drop-off and pick-up 
zones can be very busy 
and we appreciate the 
cooperation that we get 
from parents on following 
procedures and making 
student safety a priority.  

I also would like to 
thank our amazing teach-
ers, paraprofessionals, 
librarian and secretary. 
They touch the lives of our 
students each and every 
day. Their commitment 
and unwavering dedica-
tion is a true reflection of 
our school. 

Staff Recognition …
The end of the school 

year also means chang-

es. I want to thank and 
acknowledge the following 
people who have helped 
make Odem Elementary 
School the wonderful place 
that it is today.  Antonia 
Gonzales, Leigh Ann Ray, 
and Pat Vidaurri are retir-
ing after many dedicated 
years to our students. We 
wish them all the best as 
they begin the next chap-
ter in their lives. 

Avoiding the Summer 
Slide …

Research shows that 
children lose skills over 
the summer break if they 
do not read and use their 
other skills throughout the 
summer. Please make time 
to read for fun and take 
advantage of the great 
library in town. While rid-
ing in the car play word 
games and practice math 
facts. Limit screen time 
and maximize time play-
ing outside!

Wishing all of you a safe 
and happy summer!

Voestalpine donates $50,000 to G-PISD for 
purchase of process technology equipment

Local students celebrate Spring 
2019 Commencement at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi
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CORPUS CHRISTI – 
Excitement filled the air 
of the American Bank 
Center in beautiful down-
town Corpus Christi as 
more than 1,160 Texas 
A&M University-Corpus 
Christi students com-
pleted another milestone 
in their academic jour-
ney: the earning of a new 
degree. The following stu-
dents from Gregory, Taft 
and Portland graduated 
during the 2019 Spring 
Commencement ceremo-
ny on Saturday, May 11.

Gregory
Bachelor of Business 

Administration
Cristoval Tomas 

Rodriguez
Portland

Bachelor of Science in 
Health Sciences

Selma V. Hernandez, 
Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Adrian Adam 
Almendarez

Bachelor of Arts
Erika Christine Max
Erica Renee Orona
Shayna A. Sands, Cum 

Laude
Bachelor of Science

Erika Brooke Anderson
Richard Leon Bensley
Austin N. Vallejo

Doctor of Education
Christopher Steven 

Summers
Master of Accountancy
Jason Bradley Simonds
Master of Business 

Administration
Rajni Yadav

Master of Science
Rhonda Inez Hall
Marilyn Bailey Keller
Diana Maria Montano
Master of Science in 

Nursing

Jennifer Elaine Cantu
Cynthia Marie 

Martinez
Carrie Marie Sessions

Taft
Bachelor of Science in 

Health Sciences
Shelli Elizabeth 

Thomas
Bachelor of Arts

Jaclyn Pebbles 
Maldonado

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Sharon Lee Vergason, 

Cum Laude
Master of Business 

Administration
Kaleb Reese Eddleman
Master of Science in 

Nursing
Sandra P. Barrera
The commencement cer-

emony was livestreamed 
and can be found at com-
mencement.tamucc.edu, 
along with a full photo 
gallery.

The OEISD 
Scoop
By Esmeralda Martinez   
Elementary Principal
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