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By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – The Kenedy school dis-
trict trustees took action regarding a 
memorandum of understanding care 
coordination agreement with Camino 
Real Community Services during a 
meeting Nov. 18.

“The care and coordination 
agreement between Camino Real 
Community Services and KISD is 

to continue our partnership to care, 
coordinate, streamline referrals and, 
most importantly, maximize access to 
community resources by preventing 
duplication of services,” Kenedy ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Diana Barrera 
Ugarte said.

“Camino Real Community Services 
and KISD have worked together on a 
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Kenedy library hosting annual decoration contest
By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – Who 
doesn’t enjoy decorating a 
Christmas tree?

Well, the Kenedy Public 
Library is currently host-
ing its 9th Annual ‘Inspired 
By Books’ Christmas Tree 
Forest contest.

All of the trees are deco-
rated based on a book.

From the movie “Coco” 
to “The Pigeon Has To 
Go To School,” the ideas 
are endless when it comes 
to using your imagination 
while decorating the trees.

The contest started with 
seven trees the first year, 
according to Sylvia Pena 
with the Kenedy Public 
Library.

“I was a judge for 
another contest for table 
centerpieces and thought 
something like that would 
be great for the library,” 
Pena said.

“We were fortunate 
enough to get a grant 
when we first started.

“We send out letters to 
community groups asking 
for participation.”

There are two groups in 
the contest: adult group 
and children’s group.

Decorating trees while 
using one’s imagination 
is the primary goal, Pena 
said.

“We get phone calls ask-
ing if we are going to have 
the contest,” Pena said.

“The kids look forward 
to it every year. We have 
new groups this year par-
ticipating.

“We all got together and 
read a book before they 
started decorating. It’s all 
about the love for read-
ing.”

“I enjoy seeing the book 
through decorations on 

the tree.”

The trees are up the 
week before Thanksgiving, 
Pena said.

Voting for the trees 
began Nov. 25, but run 

through Dec. 12 during 
library hours of 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.

The contest awards first 
through third places in 
both groups.

Pena encourages every-
one to visit the library 
and look at the decorated 
trees.

Winners of the contest 
will be announced Dec. 13.
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A Texas ornament hangs from one of the many trees competing in the 9th Annual ‘Inspired By Books’ Christmas Tree Forest contest at the Kenedy Public Library. The 
contest runs through Dec. 12.

County paves way to 
purchase asphalt zipper
By Chris Filoteo
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY – 
The county will purchase 
an asphalt zipper after 
Road & Bridge Engineer 
Wayne Gisler presented 
to the commissioners the 
benefits of having that 
particular machine at a 
meeting Nov. 27.

“It’s going to increase 
operation and change 
how we manage paving 
projects,” Gisler said to 
the commissioners.

“We will have a four- 
to five-person team going 
around the county fixing 
patches. 

“This non-wheel assist 
asphalt zipper will make 
it easier to move around 
during projects.”

The cost of the machine 
is tax exempt at $185,400.

“Through product dem-
onstration and testing 
with peer counties we 
were able to cut that price 
down by $87,000,” Gisler 
said.

“We can have a five year 
payout with an annual 
payment.”

In other news, Karnes 
County EMS Director 
Brian Kelley presented a 
second quote for a com-
mand vehicle as previous-
ly budgeted for in the FY 

2020 budget.
“I have a second quote 

from Witte Inc. in Karnes 
City,” Kelley said.

The EMS is looking to 
purchase an F150 4x4 
pickup truck for its com-
mand vehicle.

The original quote 
provided by Kelley at a 
previous commissioners 
court meeting was from 
Alexander for $33,449.76 
while a quote from Witte 
Inc. was $39,500.

The court approved the 
purchase of the command 
vehicle purchased from 
Alexander.

Another agenda item 
discussed was allowing 
the KC Road & Bridge 
department to bring in 
road millings and use 
them to improve the park-
ing pad for the EMS unit 
in Karnes City.

“It’s to help the parking 
area for the unit since it 
gets bad when it rains,” 
Commissioner Shelby 
Dupnik, Precinct 1, said.

“There are some water 
issues in the parking lot 
and that’s what this will 
help with.”

In other matters, the 
commissioners approved 
the issuance of out-of-

highway 181 airliFe aCCident

Kenedy ISD striving 
to provide resources 

through agreement with 
Camino Real Community (See Contingency plan, 3A)
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A one-vehicle accident with two passengers crashed into the brush going northbound on U.S. Highway 181 just past the Karnes 
County line after County Road 204. AirLife was dispatched to transport one person involved in the accident. Traffic in both directions 
was shut down for nearly half an hour around 3:15 p.m. Nov. 26. (See Construction, 3A)


