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WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — 60% chance of showers. High 72. Low 45.
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 51. Low 40.
SAT — 20% chance of showers. High 54. Low 47. 
SUN — 30% chance of showers. High 68. Low 58. 
MON — Mostly cloudy. High 73. Low 57. 
TUE — 20% chance of showers. High 71. Low 56. 
WED — 40% chance of showers. High 66. Low 58. 
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Is a Texan coming  
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The owner of the Texan Convenience Store in Victoria has purchased land in Goliad potentially to open a store. Similar convenience stores are operating in Cuero and Three Rivers.

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Information gleaned from the 
Goliad Appraisal Office indi-
cates the possibility that plans 
are underway to build a  Texan 
convenience store and gas sta-
tion here.

The identity of the business 
has not yet been revealed by 
the Economic Development 
Council (EDC), which has set a 
tone of urgency at the last two 
sessions of the city council.

The urgency, says the EDC, 
is that a businessman hopes to 
open a business in Goliad imme-
diately, promising between 20 
and 40 jobs.

“He’s ready to move,” asserts 
attorney Ashford Taylor of the 
EDC.

“It is to his advantage not 
to be identified yet because 
it might give his competition 
an edge,” says EDC President 
Kristin Billo.

At EDC’s urging, the city 
council is on the verge of offer-
ing a tax abatement to the 
business and to create a rein-
vestment zone, which is man-
datory before a tax abatement.

The council’s plans are to 
create a reinvestment prop-
erty along U.S. 59 and State 
Highway 183, including the 
land on the southwest corner of 
Goliad’s main intersection that 
once contained the Shell sta-

tion, along with the land north 
of the Aztec Ford dealership.

That land, according to the 
appraisal office, is owned by 
31-year-old Brian Dlugosch of 
Yorktown.

A Google search indicates 
Dlugosch owns Texan con-
venient stores in Cuero and 
Victoria, similar stores in Three 
Rivers and also has purchased 
land in Port O’Connor.

The Texan convenience store 
in Cuero is similar to a small-
er Buckey’s store in Gonzales 

and features a large bay with 
10 Shell petroleum gas pumps 
along with diesel pumps for 
trucks on the side.

Council enthusiasm for the 
proposal is palpable.

However, that zeal is not 
shared by at least one city coun-
cil member – Luis Rodriguez 
– and particularly by Goliad 
Chief Appraiser Richard Miller.

“Don’t get me wrong,” he 
says, “I’m all for economic 
development, but we’re rushing 
it. Any time you rush any pro-

cess, whatever it may be, you’re 
going to end up missing some-
thing or making some kind of 
mistake. It’s inevitable.”

Such a hypothetical mistake, 
he says, could result in the loss 
of thousands or tens of thou-
sands of dollars in tax revenue 
or a loss of property values.

“With any abatement there’s 
always going to be several chefs 
in the kitchen,” he says.

Those cooks include the prop-
erty owner, EDC personnel, 
the city administrator and the 
county tax appraiser.

To date, Miller says, no one 
officially has approached him 
about the proposed abatement, 
nor City Administrator Kandi 

More then 100 middle and high school 
students are celebrating Valentine’s Day by 
exhibiting art.

The artists are students of Goliad ISD art 
teacher Vicki Wimberly; the artworks – a 
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GISD art teacher Vicki Wimberly adjusts one of 130 artworks 
created by her students on display at the Square Gallery
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

The Dennis M. O’Connor Public 
Library has received a generous 
donation from the John and Jackie 
Barnes Historical and Genealogy 
Library.

Marilyn Barnes, daughter of 
John and Jackie Barnes, was hon-
ored to make this donation on 
behalf of her parents, so that oth-
ers can benefit from the wealth of 
information that her mother col-
lected over a span of 40 years.

“I am honored to receive this 
valuable collection of genealogy 
resources, so that people can ben-
efit from the wealth of information 
that Mrs. Barnes collected,” said 
head librarian Tina McGuill on 
Monday.

McGuill said the donation was 
made in August, but she has spent 
time since organizing and making 
the collection a home in the Texas 
Room.

“This collection also will contin-

ue Jackie and John Barnes’ legacy 
of helping the community preserve 
their family history,” she added.

McGuill said the collection’s new 
home is in the Texas Room and is 
available to people who want to 
do genealogy research or just get 
started doing research.

However, the collection cannot 
be checked out. It has to stay on 
the premises. 

“They can come in and peruse 
it. Also, the CDs of census records 
from across the country can be 
played here,” she said.

Some of the titles in the collec-
tion include:

• Is That Lineage Right? 
Issued by the National Society of 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution; How to verify lineage 
papers for membership in the 
Society.

• Manuals for Writing and 
Documenting Family Histories 
and Genealogy Records

• Land and Property Research 
in the United States

• How to Research Cemeteries
• 1880 U.S. Census and National 

Indexes from Family Search
• Guide to the National Archives
These titles and many more are 

available as reference materials 
for people who are interested in 
starting a genealogy research proj-
ect, or for those advanced gene-
alogists who are looking to expand 
their genealogy project.

In addition to genealogy mate-
rials, the John & Jackie Barnes 
Historical & Genealogy collec-
tion also includes copies of The 
Texas Historian and The Junior 
Historian of Texas publications.

These publications, produced 
by the Texas State Historical 
Association, contains some inter-
esting historical articles about 
Texas, according to McGuill.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the Advance-Guard 
Press and can be reached at 361-526-2397, or at refugio@
mySouTex.com.
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Dennis O’Connor Public Library head librarian Tina McGuill stands by the books, periodicals and research papers of the John & Jackie 
Barnes Historical and Genealogy collection. The collection was donated by Marilyn Barnes, daughter of John and Jackie Barnes.

Local library receives donations 
from Barnes Genealogy Library

KaBOOM!
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

About  200 commu-
nity volunteers united 
to build a kid-designed 
playground at Heritage 
Park on Jan. 26. 

KaBOOM!, The Refugio 
Little League and the 
Rebuild Texas Fund pro-
vided a new play opportu-

nity for kids impacted by 
Hurricane Harvey.

“We had a fabulous 
turnout for Build Day,” 
said Ryan Linney with 
the Refugio Little League.  

“We had 120 adults 
and 56 teenagers, 14-17 
years old,” he said.

The volunteers joined 
to transform an empty 
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‘I’m all for economic development ... but 
we’re rushing it.’

 — Richard Miller, Goliad County chief appraiser

BY BILL CLOUGH
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