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SPORTS

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Two fugitives were 
arrested and placed in the 
county jail Aug. 21 after 
they were clocked up to 
111 mph through Refugio 
and then Woodsboro, 
according to Refugio 
County Sheriff Pinky 
Gonzales.

The fugitives, Jodi Lynn 
Wells, 36, and Michael 
Owens, 46, were eventu-
ally caught and arrested.

The chase began north 
of Refugio at about 3:45 
p.m.

“Luckily, all the lights 
were green through 
town,” Gonzales said.

Gonzales said the cou-
ple had just gotten out of 
jail on Aug. 19.

The couple stole a vehi-
cle and left Florida.

En route to Mexico, 
they held up two conve-
nience stores, according 
to Gonzales.

Along the way, the 
Chevrolet Cruze they 
stole was exchanged for 
another Chevrolet Cruze.

The couple were want-
ed in Florida, Kansas, 
Alabama and Texas by 
U.S. marshals.

Gonzales said the con-

victs had been in jail for 
various crimes, including 
theft, resisting arrest, 
assaulting a police officer 
and armed robbery.

The chase ended when 
spikes were put out on 
the highway and sher-
iff’s deputies and Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety troopers blocked 
the car from going any 

farther.
“We spiked their tires 

south of Woodsboro (on 

WEEKLY WEATHER
OUTLOOK – Look for high temperatures and no chance of rain. 

 
THU — Sunny. High 99. Low 74 .
FRI — Sunny. High 100. Low 74.
SAT —Sunny. High 99. Low 74. 
SUN — Sunny. High 98. Low 74. 
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GOLIAD
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Goliad County Judge Mike Bennett is shown during Thursday’s budget workshop during which he presented the court a balanced budget.

Trying to keep a 
campaign promise 
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

 At a budget workshop Thursday, 
County Judge Mike Bennett came 
close to keeping a campaign prom-
ise.

Holding a multi-paged spread-
sheet, he told commissioners and a 
standing-room-only audience, “This 
is a balanced budget. It includes a 
three-percent salary increase for 
county employees – except elected 
officials – and it doesn’t include a 
tax increase. This budget,” he said, 
“has no fluff.”

The proposed budget, he stressed, 
is balanced – meaning it did not 
depend on transferring funds from 
the sale of the airport to the U.S. 
Navy.

“Since the 2014 budget,” he said, 
“we have drawn $787,345 from the 
piggy bank to cover shortfalls.”

The spreadsheet was his third 
budget produced by Bennett 
and the County Auditor Rusty 

Friedrichs; it would not be the last.
Since the budget process began 

last April, he explains, “I have 
talked to every department head at 
least once, a lot of them twice. I’ve 
tried to give people everything they 
wanted; that’s impossible to do.” 
Bennett said he had no objection 
to commissioners moving funds 
within their budget, but rejected 
any idea of adding additional funds 

to a budget without any way to pay 
for it.

Before opening discussion, he 
said, “These things have a ten-
dency to get a little heated. There’s 
nothing personal; it’s strictly busi-
ness.”

Throughout the 90-minute work-
shop, with each bid to increase the 
budget, he would repeat the same 
phrase, almost as a mantra: “How 
are you going to pay for it?”

Tapping the reserves, however, 
was off limits.

“In 2014-15, we had a $106,000 
shortfall; in 2015-16 we had a 
$154,000 shortfall; in 2016-17 we 
had a $233,000 shortfall; and in 
2017-18 we had a $292,000 short-
fall. The shortfall has increased 
every year by around $50,000.”

Overall, he told the court, his 
budget increases funds for com-
missioners by $536,000, or 16.7 
percent.

Bennett told the court that the 
road and bridge tax was a point of 
contention while formulating the 
budget.

The Goliad rate is 15 cents per 
$100 valuation, which is more 
than double the rates levied in sur-
rounding counties.

“Of Bee County, Victoria County, 
Refugio County,” Bennett said, 
“the highest rate is six cents. Ours 
is way out of proportion and it’s got 
us in handcuffs.”

Under state law, monies obtained 
from the road and bridge tax must 
specifically be targeted for road 
and bridge maintenance. They 
can’t be transferred to the county’s 
general fund.

NEW REFUGIO BUSINESSES SOON TO OPEN DOORS
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Pair races at high 
speeds through 
two communities

REFUGIO

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

If a budget conflict is not rec-
tified between the county and 
the Goliad Independent School 
District, GISD might not have 
a school resource officer (SRO) 
this year.

Goliad Sheriff Kirby Brumby 
issued his warning during a 
Commissioners Court budget 
workshop Thursday.

“Negotiations are stalled,” 
Brumby said.

For the last two years, 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Michael 
Krucenski has served as the 
district’s SRO under the aus-
pices of a memorandum of 

Court seeks tax 
hike to support 
its $10M budget
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A public hearing on the 
proposed tax rate for the 
county was conducted 
by the Refugio County 
Commissioners Court on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3.

The proposed rate was 
75.25 cents for every $100 
of property value.

So the taxes on a 
$50,000 home would be 
$376.24 with the pro-
posed rate.

The proposed rate is 
just below the rollback 

rate of 75.26 cents for 
every $100 of appraised 
property.

The effective rate, the 
rate that would have gen-
erated the same amount 
of revenue as the previous 
year, was 69.69 cents per 
$100 of property value.

The proposed tax rate 
will support the $10 mil-
lion budget the commis-
sioners court adopted last 
week.

One more public hear-
ing is set for the proposed 
tax rate on Sept. 10.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

An office and laundromat complex is under construction at 
Alamo and East Federacion streets across from Hard Corps Oil 
Field Supply.

A new Dollar General store is under construction on Alamo Street 
across from the Refugio Dairy Queen. 

A new laundromat is slated to open across Alamo Street from the 
Valero station at Alamo and Farm-to-Market Road 774. 

REFUGIO

Advance-Guard Press staff
The Goliad City Council 

Wednesday accepted a low bid of 
$615,490 from Diamond Paving Co., 
based in Johnson City, to repave a 
major portion of Fannin Street.

According to the contract, once 
the work begins, the project should 
be finished in 75 days.

City OKs 
paving bid

SRO future 
in doubt?

GOLIAD

‘This budget has 
no fluff.’

 — County Judge Mike Bennett
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