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OfficeRs chAse LeAD On cOttOn DAmAge
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

TAfT – The San Patricio 
County Sheriff’s Office is cur-
rently working on investigat-
ing a possible suspect for the 
vandalism of the cotton bales. 

The sheriff’s office received 
calls over the weekend of Aug. 
16-18 from three farmers say-

ing that someone was going 
around on a county road north-
east of Taft and slicing open the 
large modules of cotton that are 
currently lining county high-
ways as well.

The damages to the cot-
ton bales are estimated to be 
around $50,000, and counting.

According San Patricio 

County Sheriff Oscar Rivera, 
they are cooperating with a 

Health department building goes tobacco-free
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

SINTON – While smoking inside 
business buildings hasn’t been 
common practice for decades now, 
San Patricio County hasn’t offi-
cially banned smoking in its county 
health department buildings.

Sure, most buildings have no 
smoking signs, but it’s never been 
official.

Until now.
Leave it up to the San Patricio 

County Health Department, locat-
ed in the SPC-Plymouth Annex 
building in Sinton, to be a tobacco-
free workplace, which earned the 
support from county commission-
ers at Monday’s hearing.

“This is a policy that we’re trying 
to implement for all the Department 
of State Health Services (DSHS) 
and Health and Human Services 
Commission (HHSC) offices that 
house them,” San Patricio County 
WIC Director Meliza Garcia said.

A letter explaining their deci-
sion to the commissioners said that 
San Patricio County has adopted 
a tobacco-free workplace policy 
to promote health and well-being 
and avoid the hazardous effects of 
smoking and tobacco use.

It continued by saying, tobac-
co use is prohibited inside San 
Patricio County Department of 

Public Health Buildings, inside all 
buildings that house DSHS and 
HHSC contracted programs or ser-
vices and within 25 feet of building 
entrances.

It does not prohibit the use of 
nicotine replacement therapies 
such as nicotine patches and gum.

The county defines smok-
ing products as cigarettes, pipes, 
cigars, dip, snuff, chew as well as 
e-cigarettes and vaporizers.

The department also is applying 

for a grant to build smoking areas 
that will be located 25 feet from 
any entrance.

“We also intend to begin the 
process of trying to form a commit-
tee to make it countywide,” Garcia 
added.

“We have different departments 
within the health department that 
are contributing to this.”

The tobacco-free workplace poli-
cy will take effect Sept. 1.

Last-minute county 
budget changes give 
JPs another win

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

SINTON – San Patricio 
County Auditor David 
Wendel did some last-

minute number crunch-
ing on Monday as com-
missioners attempted 
to vote on the proposed 
2020 budget.

Earlier this month, 
commissioners voted for 
a 10% raise for all the 
county justice of the peace 

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – During a 
routine mail delivery on 
Aug. 17, postal work-
er Rosalinda Ramon 
noticed one of her cus-
tomer’s mailboxes over-
flowing with mail.

Ramon was out on a 
rural route making a 
delivery to an elderly 
customer whom she had 
come to know.

“I would always pull 
up, drive by her door 
and I would honk, and 
she’d come out she’s very 
nice, sweet lady,” said 
Ramon “And she didn’t 
come out.” 

“I honked and honked, 
I got off (my truck) 
and so then she never 
answered.”

Ramon said the cus-
tomer’s car was at the 
residence, so she didn’t 

think anything of it.

four days had gone by 
and the mailbox contin-
ued to be left unchecked. 
She said all of the cur-
tains in the house were 
closed and the custom-

er’s car was still parked 
outside. 

“Every day that I drove 
by there, I don’t know 
... I felt like something 
wasn’t right,” Ramon 
said. “And I would look 
over there and every-
thing was exactly the 
same, her mailbox was 
building up.”

On Thursday morn-
ing, Ramon told Mathis 
Postmaster Annette 
freeman about her con-
cerns about the elderly 
woman. freeman said 
for her to contact a dep-
uty to check on the cus-
tomer.

Taft ISD faculty, 
staff get major 
pay bump for 
new school year
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio Editor

TAfT – At a spe-
cial board meeting 
Tuesday night, the Taft 
Independent School 
District Board of Trustees 
approved the 2019-2020 
budget which has some 
major perks for teach-
ers and staff as the new 
school year kicks off.

As part of their 
adopted budget, the 
board approved a sal-
ary increase for all staff, 
effective Sept. 1, with 
teachers receiving an 
increase of 9% of the 
market average teacher 
salary, which is $4,425 
per teacher.

Teachers with over 

five years of service will 
receive an additional 
$500 increase and start-
ing teacher pay will be 
raised to $47,050. 

A 3% increase of the 
pay range midpoint for 
professional, clerical/
paraprofessional, auxilia-
ry staff and administra-
tors was also approved. 

“We are so proud of 
our teachers, auxiliary 
staff, clerical/paraprofes-
sionals and administra-
tors for their hard work 
and dedication to Taft 
ISD,” Superintendent 
Joe Lopez said.

“This pay raise reflects 
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Reward up to $15,000 for info on vandals

Local farmer Joe Easterwood had 
eight of his cotton modules sliced 
open during the weekend of Aug. 

16-18. The sheriff’s office is cur-
rently working with a lead for a 

possible suspect.
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Rosalinda Ramon, a Mathis postal worker, was concerned when a customer’s mailbox was overflowing for a week. She then 
called deputies to check on the elderly customer and later they found her passed out on the bathroom floor, barely alive.

‘You know, I always 
look out for elderly, 
that’s a calling I feel 
I’ve had. And I always 
try to help them as 
much as I can.’

– Rosalinda Ramon  
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The SPC-Plymouth Annex is the first health department office to be an official tobacco-
free workplace. The policy will be implemented on Sept. 1 and employees who wish to 
use tobacco and e-cigarettes must do so 25 feet away from any department entrance.
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At a special Taft ISD school board meeting on Tuesday night, 
the trustees approved their 2019-2020 school year budget 
which included raises for faculty, staff and superintendent.

Mathis postal 
worker saves elderly 

woman’s life
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Justice of the Peace Pct. 6 Judge Susan Price asked county com-
missioners on Monday for a full-time employee be added to 
the budget for her office as well as reinstating her full overtime 
amount which had been cut by $1,000 last year.

(See Cotton, 9A)

(See Taft ISD, 3A)
(See Mathis, 9A)

(See Budget, 8A)

Serving Gregory, Mathis, Odem, Portland, Sinton and Taft and points in between


