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GOLIAD – Four more 

people are in the Goliad 
County jail with charges related to the killing of a 
19-year-old Nathan Cortinas on June 13.

He was inside an automobile with 18-year-old 
Briana Bexley – who was wounded in the shooting – 
and her infant son.

Goliad sheriff’s deputies arrested 18-year-old 

Illegals 
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in Goliad
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By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Commissioners Court 
Monday voted 3-2 not to 
accept a petition offered by 
Goliad County Republican 
Chair Kenneth 
Buelter calling 
for the repeal of 
the county’s road 
and bridge tax.

The tax was 
established in 
1905.

The court, with 
Pat Calhoun as 
judge, contend-
ing with the 
county’s habitual budget 
problems, favored levying 
a road and bridge tax as 
high as 15 cents per $100 
valuation, with the rev-
enue targeted strictly to 

road and bridge mainte-
nance.

Buelter, who said that 
levying the road and 
bridge tax amounted to 
a 15-cent tax increase, 
began a petition drive call-
ing for tax to be repealed.

Buelter says 
in two weeks 
he gathered 400 
signatures.

His attempts 
to present it to 
the court were 
r e p e a t e d l y 
delayed, not 
least because of 
the county elec-

tion that resulted in Mike 
Bennett being elected as 
judge.

Precinct 3 County 
Commissioner Mickey 

WEEKLY WEATHER
OUTLOOK –  HIgh chance of a tropical system developing over 
                     the northern Gulf of Mexico with possible heavy 
                     rain over the gulf coast.
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 98. Low 78. 
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 96. Low 77.
SAT — 30% chance of showers. High 96. Low 77. 
SUN — 30% chance of showers. High 94. Low 76. 
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‘Bombs bursting in air’

‘The rockets’ red glare’

Foreground – Shown are the silhouettes of Bayside 
Volunteer Fire Department Chief Bob Cramer and 
Assistant Fire Chief Alan Mayes with the U.S. flag 
as they raise it during opening Fourth of July 
ceremonies at Bayside's Driscoll Rooke Covenant 
Park. Background – One of the many July 4 fire-
works displays by the Bayside-Richardson Cotton 
Gin. The Bayside Fourth of July Committee funds 
the annual show through donations. See more 
July 4 photos on 3A.

BAYSIDECourt says no 
to R&B tax 
repeal petition
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Two workmen pass each other 
while performing a $50,000 
renovation on one of the 
Goliad Memorial Auditorium 
restrooms.

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

New information on 
Maria Coots, who was 
arrested last week and 
charged with a felony 
inappropriate relation-
ship between an educa-
tor and a student, was 
provided in an indictment 
from a recent Refugio 
County grand jury.

She not only worked 
at the Woodsboro 
Elementary School but 
the high school, as well.

Coots, 28, was in the 

Refugio County Jail with 
a $50,000 bond set.

The charge found in the 
Refugio County District 
Clerk’s Office states: “On 
or about April 5, 2019, 
and anterior to the pre-
sentment of this indict-
ment in Refugio County, 
Texas, did then and there, 
while the defendant was 
an employee of a public 
secondary school, to wit: 
Woodsboro High School 
intentionally and know-
ingly engage in sexual 
intercourse with ... a per-
son who was enrolled in 
the said Woodsboro High 

School.”
Refugio County Sheriff 

Pinky Gonzales said the 
relationship had been 
going on for about four 
months.

“There hasn’t been any-
more relationships as far 
as we know,” he said.

Woodsboro ISD 
Superintendent Janice 
Sykora released a state-
ment stating that Coots 
worked as a substitute 
teacher at Woodsboro 
Elementary School.

She also said that when 

Sub teacher indicted
REFUGIO

Maria Coots Anthony Gomez Anthony Sykora

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Backtracking on a bid to replace the Refugio 
County Museum’s roof with the same tile, com-
missioners opted to advertise for bids again.

Commissioners had accepted a single bid 
offer of $128,478 to replace the tile roof, but 
it was unclear how much would be covered by 
FEMA and insurance toward that project.

Another bid for a steel roof had come in at 
$157,168.

Figuring a composition roof would be less 
expensive, commissioners approved seeking 
new bids and estimates for a composition roof 
and a steel roof, but not a tile roof like the one 
in place.

“We’ve had lots of problems with the tile roof,” 
said County Judge Bobby Blaschke.

It was noted that the tile roof leaked prior to 
the hurricane.

The problem was aesthetic value vs. function-
ality – not to mention funding.

REFUGIO

Court wants new 
museum roof bids
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