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T wo days after 
announcing his 
retirement, San 
Patricio County 

Sheriff Leroy Moody 
was sitting at his desk, 
unenthusiastically sift-
ing through a mountain 
of papers.

When asked how he 
was doing that morning, 
Moody laughed and said, 
“Doing good, just sifting 
through all this mess.”

Moody’s been serv-
ing the county for 53 
years, going from deputy 
sheriff to chief deputy 
sheriff then taking over 
for Wayne Hitt as San 
Patricio County sheriff 
in 1989.

“I guess people liked 
me,” Moody laughed 
when asked why he’s 
been on the job so long. 

“I enjoyed it but things 
are changing – rapidly.

“You get too many 
other people telling you 
what to do. In Texas, 
sheriffs are constitution-
al officers. They’re tak-
ing a lot of power away 
from the sheriffs by some 
of the laws they pass. It’s 
just the way it is.

“Everything changes. 
Our population is chang-
ing, everything is chang-
ing.”

Moody was chief dep-
uty sheriff for 15 years 
before taking over the 
mantle of sheriff and 
said the transition 
wasn’t very hard for 
him because Sheriff Hitt 
taught him everything 
he needed to know. 

The News of San Patricio staff
TYNAN – Two people were 

killed Monday afternoon in a 
wreck one mile west of Tynan in 
San Patricio County.

The Texas Department of 

Public Safety is investigating this 
two-vehicle crash that occurred 
about 3 p.m. on State Highway 
359.

Preliminary investigation by 
DPS revealed that a truck tractor 
semi-trailer was traveling west 
on SH 359, hauling caliche gravel, 
according to DPS.  

While transporting caliche, for 
unknown reasons the belly dump 
portion of the trailer opened up, 
losing the entire load of caliche 

gravel on the westbound side of 
the highway. 

A 2013 black Dodge Ram pick-
up truck, occupied by a man, 
was traveling west on the high-
way, the report said. A tan 2014 
Jeep Grand Cherokee was trav-
eling eastbound on the highway 
towards Beeville, occupied by a 
male driver and five passengers. 

The driver of the Dodge lost 

Two killed in wreck near Tynan

The Texas Department of Public Safety 
is investigating a two-vehicle crash that 
occurred Monday on state Highway 
359, one mile west of Tynan in San 
Patricio County, that killed two people.
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Commissioners set new tax abatement guidelines for coming industry
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – San Patricio 
County commissioners 
voted on Monday, Feb. 
11, to approve a change 
to the county’s abatement 
guidelines.

The amended policy 
offer more defined abate-
ment guidelines.

The purpose of tax 
abatements is to provide 
an incentive and is offered 
by the taxpayers of San 
Patricio County, via the 
County Commissioners 

Court, to attract invest-
ments that lead to better 
quality of place and better 
services. 

The wealth created by 
these enterprises leads to 
more service and retail 
businesses, which, in 
addition to improving 
quality of place, increases 
the tax base. By giving 
incentives in terms of tax 
abatements, the citizens 
agree to give up short-
term tax benefits for long-
term benefits.

Desiree’ Voth gov-
ernmental affairs/pub-
lic information officer 
and legal counsel for 
San Patricio County, 
explained the updated 
tax abatement guidelines 

to the commissioners.
Under the definitions 

section, “abatement” has 
been amended to include 
M&O, or Maintenance & 

Operations tax, she told 
the commissioners.

The construction phase 
has now been more 
defined. 

“That’s important 
because under the con-
struction phase, we typi-
cally give them 100 per-
cent abatement,” Voth 

said.
In the authorization 

and the terms of the 
abatement, previously 
the county abated basic 
manufacturing and ser-
vice facilities. The defini-
tion has now been broad-
ened in order to bring 
more diverse facilities 
to the county to include 
distribution centers and 
regional telemarketing 
communications. 

San Patricio County Judge 
David Krebs, Precinct 3 
Commissioner Alma Moreno 
and Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Howard Gillespie react during 
a presentation given at com-
missioners court Feb. 18.
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After 
more than 
50 years 

serving San 
Patricio 
County, 

sheriff turns 
in his badge

By Paul Gonzales
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For more than 50 years, San Patricio County Sheriff Leroy Moody has served the county. In 1989, he was elected sheriff, taking 
over for Wayne Hitt, and has now announced his retirement taking affect March 31.

Portland approves 14- 
vehicle purchase for city
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – 
The City of Portland 
approved the purchase of 
14 city fleet vehicles in 
the amount of $406,480 
from Commercial Motor 
Company.

The approval was 
made during a Feb. 
5 city council meeting. 
Portland Public Works 
Director Fred Morris said 

there are approximately 
78 vehicles in the com-
pany fleet. 

“Fourteen of those 
vehicles were identified 
for replacement in our 
2019-2020 budget year,” 
Morris said. 

Twelve of the vehicles 
are for Public Works, one 
is for Parks & Recreation, 
and one will go to Code 

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – A steel, flat roll mill company with 
a $1.8 billion  investment could potentially set 
up shop in San Patricio County, according to rep-
resentatives from the Corpus Christi Regional 
Economic Development Corporation.

A reinvestment zone of approximately 2,487.2-
acre parcel located northwest of Sinton was the 
topic of a public hearing and action item during 
commissioners court meeting on Monday. In a 
packed courtroom, commissioners and the public 
gathered to discuss the potential a reinvestment 
zone could have in San Patricio County.

Commissioners 
approve new 
reinvestment 
zone in Sinton
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At a recent Portland city council meeting, approval was given 
to purchase 14 city vehicles; 12 for Public Works, one for Parks & 
Recreation and one for Code Enforcement.

(See Sinton, 10A)

(See Portland, 9A)
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(See Abatements, 10A)
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Leroy Moody in 1990 after one year as county sheriff.

Serving Gregory, Mathis, Odem, Portland, Sinton and Taft and points in between

Mathis Pd gives 
announcement on 
credit card skimmers
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