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JAY’S BACK 
IN TOWN!

✔ GREAT PRICING
✔ QUICK, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
✔ EASY RX TRANSFERS
  JUST CALL    
        US AND WE’LL 
        DO THE REST!
✔ FREE DELIVERY

EASY RX TRANSFERS
  JUST CALL    
        US AND WE’LL 
        DO THE REST!

FREE DELIVERY
$4
GENERIC 

PRESCRIPTIONS!

611 S Hwy 359  |  Mathis
361-678-5005

FAX: 361-678-5006

Ground break on Justice Center
By Matthew Tamez

Editor

After four years of work and 
dedication from San Patricio 
County Judge David Krebs and 
members of the county staff, 
ground has finally been broken 
on the new $54 million justice 
center for San Patricio County. 

On March 7, the day of the 
groundbreaking, Krebs de-
scribed himself as ecstatic now 

that the day had finally arrived. 
Krebs had been champion-
ing for a new justice center for 
four years. The new justice cen-
ter was one of the things that 
Krebs wanted to implement 
since he first took office. 

“We started looking at the in-
frastructure and some of the fa-
cilities we were in,” said Krebs. 
“I thought that we had to do 

remembering Valdemar ramirez Trevino Works 
to bring VFW 
to G-P area

By Matthew Tamez
Editor

For several years, the Gregory-
Portland area has been without 
a Veterans of Foreign Wars Post. 
Now one Portland native is mak-
ing headway by using his notori-
ety to bring 
a VFW Post 
back to the 
region.

Steve Trev-
ino, a Greg-
o r y - P o r t -
land native 
and come-
dian with 
s p e c i a l s 
on Netflix, 
Showtime and Amazon recalls a 
time when his father was part of 
the VFW Post that previously ex-
isted in the region. 

Although Trevino is not a vet-
eran, he feels connected to vet-
erans through his family and his 
work with the non-profit orga-
nization Helicopters for Heroes, 
an organization that is focused 
on assisting veterans and first 
responders in need. 

“(Gregory-Portland) is just a 
very special place for me,” said 
Trevino. “... I care very much for 
our veterans and I raise money 
every single year for veterans. 
... My dream has always been to 
put a VFW Post back in Gregory-
Porland, specifically Portland, 
and give a place for these com-
bat veterans to gather and to 
give back to their community 
as a group and give each other 
moral support.”

Trevino notes that veterans 

Mathis community mourns constable

sheriff Oscar rivera, constable Valdemar ramirez, and captain roy hinds stand together 
for a photo. ramirez passed away on March 3. (contributed photo)

By Matthew Tamez
Editor

A community is in mourn-
ing after the death of San 
Patricio Pct. 5 Constable 
Valdemar Ramirez. Ramirez 
passed on March 3 after bat-
tling lung cancer.

To commemorate the 38 
years that Ramirez gave to 
law enforcement in the area, 
the city of Mathis, the town 
where Ramirez lived, held a 
memorial parade in his hon-
or. 

An entire line of vehicles 
belonging to several law en-
forcement agencies and first 
responders drove down E San First responders and law enforcement agents drove down E 

san Patricio avenue to commemorate constable Valdemar 
ramirez. (Photo by Matthew Tamez)

Associated Brokers Group receives business of the month

Members of associated Brokers Group accept 
their recognition as the Portland chamber of com-
merce Business of the year. (Contributed Photo)

By Matthew Tamez
Editor

Founded in 1985, As-
sociated Brokers Group 
has been a mainstay of 
the Portland commu-
nity for almost 40 years. 
The Portland Chamber 
of Commerce recog-
nized business owners 
Dr. Linda Thomas and 
John Thomas, along 
with their business as 
the Portland Chamber 
of Commerce Business 
of the Month. The cham-
ber selects a business, 
nominated by members 
of the community, each 

month. The business 
must exhibit outstand-
ing achievements, sup-
port for the community, 
exceptional products or 
great customer service. 

Linda recalled mov-
ing to Portland in the 
1970’s after the company 
John worked for moved 
him there. Finding the 
community and city so 
much to their liking that 
they started a real estate 
business. According to 
Linda, her and John feel 
the company is really 
about the people. Cur-
rently, John and Linda 

have six realtors work-
ing together to serve the 
region.

“We decided to live 
in the community that 
we love and have busi-
ness in the community 
that we love,” said Linda. 
“My husband wanted 
to provide quality real 
estate services within a 
small company because 
he loved real estate so 
much.”

Both Linda and John 
feel honored to have 
received recognition 

see GROUNDBREAK, P. 8a

see ABG, P. 8a

see VFW, P. 8a

several 
elected 
officials 
break 
ground 
for the 
new san 
Patricio 
Judicial 
cen-
ter on 
March 7. 
(Photo by 
Matthew 
Tamez)

““To me, a beau-
tiful community 
like Portland Tex-
as, to not have a 
VFW, seems a little 
bit silly.”

• steven 
Trevino

see RAMIREZ, P. 8a
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