
Advertising 
361-343-5201

Circulation  
361-343-5226

Classified 
361-343-5202

 Newsroom 
361-343-5207 Get th

e lAtest 

online news At

Sou
Tex

my

.c
om

Sou
Tex

.c
om

  Vol. 133 — No. 59  Beeville, Texas Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019 Two Sections, 22 Pages   75¢

Christ-
mas 
Tree 

Forest 
open for 
visitors. 
Page 3A

Singing a sweet song. 
Page 14A

INSIDE FEATURE SPORTS
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’Twas the night

Angels and 
ornaments

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – The flicker of candles illuminated 
the faces of hundreds Thursday evening.

The tree lighting ceremony, accompanied by sing-
ing of Christmas carols, is a tradition here now as it 
grows every year.

“The event was magical,” said County Judge 
Stephanie Moreno. “This has become an amazing 
tradition in our community where we all get 
together and see the lighting of the courthouse 

Gorilla, ninja & boogie 
man break into a store

Burglar 
grabs $3K 
from safe 
at S-TISD

This security camera 
photo shows the 
back of someone 
who broke into 
the Skidmore-
Tynan High School 
principal’s office 
at around 2 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 
and managed to 
gain entry to a vault 
in the office. The 
thief took a couple 
of school credit 
cards and more 
than $3,000 in cash. 
Contributed photo

Jason Collins photos

Above, Nathan Gonzales is illuminated by a candle during the coun-
ty’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony this past Thursday. At top left, 
Victoria Grace Martinez and her mom, Esmeralda Mendoza, play in 
the snow, also shown below, on the courthouse grounds.

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE — It’s a crime 
that could have been torn from 
the pages of a Batman comic.

Three burglars, disguised 
as a ninja, gorilla and boogie 

man from Nightmare Before 
Christmas, are seen twice on 
security footage breaking into 
a neighborhood convenience 
store.

Police Chief Robert J. Bridge 
and Detective Lt. Ken Jefferson 

said they have seen security 
camera photos of burglars 
entering the Stop Seven 11  
Food Mart at 711 N. Archer St. 
on Nov. 13 and Dec. 5.

However, detectives with the 
Beeville Police Department 

have not been able to identify 
anyone from the photos.

Bridge said it might be 
possible that someone knows 
the burglars and would 
recognize the disguises worn 

Owner hoping someone can help identify masked thieves

Contributed photo

This masked person is seen breaking 
into a convenience store in the 700 
block of North Archer on Nov. 13 and 
Dec. 5, according to police. (See Crime, 7A)

College moves 
Evening with 
Santa to tonight
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Weather caused Coastal Bend 
College Evening with Santa organizers to postpone 
the event until this evening.

It was originally scheduled for Tuesday evening 
but showers, not predicted when the event was 
planned, continued into the afternoon.

“As a proud member of the community, Coastal 
Bend College is excited to be able to provide an 

(See Santa, 7A)

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Deputy Lt. Adam Levine, chief 
investigator for the Bee County Sheriff’s Office, 
said his investigators have received several tips 
that could lead to an arrest in a recent burglary at 
Skidmore-Tynan High School.

Levin said investigators are following up on each 
lead but they have not yet been able to identify the 
person who broke into the high school at around 2 
a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 5.

Coastal Bend Crime Stoppers is offering a $1,000 
reward for information that could lead to an arrest 
following that burglary.

Skidmore-Tynan Independent School District 
Superintendent Dr. Dustin Barton told Crime 
Stoppers Law Enforcement Coordinator Mike 
Showalter last week that someone entered the 
high school at around 2 a.m. Thursday and made 
his way to a vault in the principal’s office.

Barton said the thief took a couple of credit cards 

(See Investigator, 7A)

(See Community, 7A)


