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Beyond the badge

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – “These are going to be our 
future leaders,” Sheriff Alden Southmayd said 
Saturday morning as 52 new junior deputies 
prepared to graduate.

The event completed three week-long acad-
emy adventures for the students who gave up 
part of their summer vacation to learn more 
about their community.

Southmayd explained to those gathered at 
the Gertrude Jones Auditorium at Coastal 
Bend College what the cadets had during each 
week of the academy.

In addition to learning how to perform car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and the Heimlich 
maneuver, Southmayd said the cadets also 
learned how to use an AED defibrillator dur-
ing a session with the medics at the Angel 
Care Ambulance Service’s classroom.

The sheriff said cadets also had an oppor-
tunity to meet numerous county and city 
elected officials, ranging from County Judge 
Stephanie Moreno and District Attorney José 

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – For the Rutab family, Christus 
Spohn is home.

Vilma Rutab spends her nights there as hospital 
house supervisor.

Her husband, Hardie Rutab, is there during the 
day as a respiratory therapist. Their son, likewise, 
works there as a phlebotomist.

This story begins with Vilma, who some 46 years 
ago was a registered nurse in the Philippines.

“When I was a child, the nurses were in white 
dress, white cap, white shoes and white socks,” she 
said. “I just loved it.”

That image stuck with here as she would pursue 
her degree.

Hospital 
life runs in 
this family
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Vilma and Hardie Rutab pose for a photo with their son  
Hardie. All three work at Christus Spohn.

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Overall, employees of 
Coastal Bend College are happy, a recent 
survey by the University of Texas said.

Beginning in April, the Institute for 
Educational Excellence at UT conducted a 
board requested survey of employees, said 
Noel Landuyt, who presented the results 
to trustees during their June meeting.

While the news was generally positive, 
it came with a caveat.

“We worked really hard to try to get 
that response rate to 30 percent, and it 

survey 
says

52 junior deputies 
graduate sheriff’s 

office program
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Bee County Sheriff Alden Southmayd (left) waits to shake hands with Junior Deputy Academy Amaya Gutierrez during acad-
emy graduation ceremonies Saturday morning at Coastal Bend College. The student was one of 52 youngsters between the 
ages of 10 and 14 to complete three sessions of the one-week academy last month. 

Noel Landuyt, with the 
Institute for Educational 
Excellence at UT, presents 
their survey of employees to 
Coastal Bend College trustees 
earlier this month.
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Judy Brako speaks to Bee County Sheriff’s Office Junior Deputy 
Academy and family members at Saturday morning’s acade-
my graduation ceremonies at the Gertrude Jones Auditorium at 
Coastal Bend College.”You have all these people around you to 
help you out,” Brako said to the cadets.

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Work on the city of Beeville’s $4.5 
million groundwater project at the Chase Field 
Industrial and Airport Complex is getting closer 
to completion.

City Manager Joe B. Montez and Director of 
Public Works Albert Bridge visited the location 
where four groundwater wells have been drilled 
last week.

Fresh water 
should flow by 
early next year
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Construction workers have been preparing the ground 
for concrete work that will serve as the foundation for 
treatment and pumping equipment for groundwater wells 
recently drilled on the eastern boundary of the Chase Field 
Industrial and Airport Complex.
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