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Long service to TR leads Salazar to top
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – Beginning 
a new job requires a certain 
amount of on-the-job training, 
but for Thomas Salazar, who 
was named city administrator 
for Three Rivers on May 10, 
that training began 20 years 
ago.

Salazar started his service 
with the City of Three Rivers 
in 1999, celebrating his 20-year 
anniversary in March.

A 1995 graduate of Three 
Rivers High School, Salazar has 
spent his life in Three Rivers. 
Before joining the city staff, he 
worked a few years for a con-
struction company.

But in March 1999 when he 
began working for the city, he 
embarked on a career that con-
tinues to this day.

“When I started off here, my 
first job involved wastewater, 
animal control and working for 
the water district,” Salazar said. 
“I used to read water meters 
and chase dogs.”

After three years, he was pro-
moted to relief operator at the 
city’s water treatment plant, 
and four years later, he moved 
up to water plant operator, a 
job he did for five years before 
he was promoted to interim city 
manager — and finally to city 
manager.

Salazar grew up just a cou-
ple of blocks away from Three 
Rivers City Hall on Martin 
Street.

“I had a young family so I 
went to work right after high 
school,” he said. “I’ve kept on 
growing strong and trying to 
better myself.”

Salazar said his interactions 
with numerous city leaders 
have helped prepare him for 
the job he currently has.

“I’ve enjoyed learning from 
current and past council mem-
bers and have had great super-
visors, city administrators 
and co-workers,” Salazar said. 
“That’s really helped me a lot, 
listening to them explain how 
things work and also being able 
to observe it for myself.

“The biggest challenge has 
been moving up with the times. 
I’ve gone from learning about 
the Internet to actually being 
able to check on the water plant 
through my phone. The water 
plant has a lot of great technol-
ogy and it’s changed a lot.”

One of the biggest influences 
on him, Salazar said, was Rosie 

Thomas 
Salazar was 
named city 

administra-
tor for Three 

Rivers at a 
city council 
meeting in 

May. He has 
worked for 
the city for 
more than 

20 years. The 
move was 
supported 

by both for-
mer Mayor 

Sam Garcia 
and current 

Mayor Felipe 
Martinez, as 

well as the 
council as a 

whole.

Jeff Osborne photo (See Salazar 17A)

Robin Selman photo

Members of the George West High School graduating Class of 2019 join together to sing the school song one last time before moving on to the next chapter of their lives during commencement cer-
emonies on Friday, May 31. The commencement ceremonies were held at the district’s football stadium, a long-standing school tradition.

George West Class of 2019 celebrates graduation
By Pat Garcia
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – A celebra-
tion of the George West High 
School Class of 2019 took place 
on Friday, May 31, at GWISD 
Stadium, as graduates received 
their diplomas and prepared 
for their future.

The top two graduates were 
Valedictorian Dakota Wallek 

and Salutatorian Colton Moore.
Both Wallek and Moore 

plan to attend Texas A&M 
University this fall.

“...We are competitive and 
want to succeed as individuals, 
but we also understand that our 
fellow man matters as well,” 
said Valedictorian Dakota 
Wallek. “There is enough room 
in our world for each of us to 

succeed on our own paths. You 
can be competitive and be com-
passionate all at the same time. 
You can be driven while serv-
ing others. You can strive for 
excellence while understanding 
defeat builds character. You 
can desire victory while earn-
ing it with integrity.”

“No matter how much money 
you make, no matter how nice 

of a car you’re driving, no mat-
ter how much that diamond 
necklace may cost, it’s not 
going with you,” Moore said. 
“I encourage you to love one 
another, be there for one anoth-
er and prioritize God in your 
life.”

This graduation ceremony 
was the last for Ty Sparks as 
superintendent, and the first 

for new Superintendent Jim 
Rosebrock.

Sparks had served GWISD 
for 20 years. 

Rosebrock a GWHS gradu-
ate, had most recently served 
as chief academic officer for 
Corpus Christi ISD. He had 
previously worked for Belton 
ISD.

Campaign launched to help clean up Three Rivers
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – In 
an effort to help trans-
form the City of Three 
Rivers into a showplace 
for South Texas, while 
at the same time empha-
sizing benefits for local 
health and safety, Mayor 
Felipe Martinez, City 
Administrator Thomas 
Salazar and Police Chief 
Vance Roberts launched 
a campaign on Thursday, 
May 30, titled “Hand and 
Hand We Can Clean Up 
Our Town.”

Roberts said while code 
enforcement can be one of 
the most difficult issues 
for city government, it is 
important for the city to 
be at its best.

“The Three Rivers 
Police Department and 
the City of Three Rivers 
work very hard every 
day to ensure the health 
and safety of our citizens, 
and one way we do this 
is through code enforce-

ment. We want to improve 
the quality of life here 
in Three Rivers through 
the implementation and 
the enforcement of our 
health, sanitation, hous-

ing and safety codes,” he 
said.

“This is very important 
to ensure the safety of 
everyone and help protect 
against bugs, rodents, 

snakes, et cetera, that can 
harm and carry diseases.”

Roberts said he has 
joined with Mayor 

Child Welfare in focus
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

GEORGE WEST – The Live Oak County 
Commissioners Court appointed 14 members 
to the Child Welfare, Inc. board on Friday, May 
31, an organization that also serves McMullen 
County.

“We have been in business since 1997, and 
our mission is to serve children who need our 
help — those who have been abused, neglect-
ed or have family problems,” said Angelique 
Zamzow, who is one of those the commissioners 
appointed.

Among the services provided by the agency is 
the Sunshine Room, located at 207 Leroy St. in 
Three Rivers, which provides a variety of items 
and services to disadvantaged children and 
their families, including clothing, school sup-
plies and even help with utility bills.

“We provide beds so that children don’t have 
to sleep on the floor,” Zamzow said. “I can’t tell 
you how many children in Live Oak County 
sleep on the floor.”

Groceries are also provided for families in 
need.

“We take families to the grocery store and get 
them healthy foods,” Zamzow said.

Jeff Osborne photo

Three Rivers Police Chief Vance Roberts, Mayor Felipe Martinez and City Manager Thomas Salazar 
have announced a code enforcement campaign to help improve the health and safety of the com-
munity as well as to beautify the city.
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