
INSIDE

Serving Refugio and Goliad Counties

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

United Way presented 
a $450,000 disaster relief 
gift to the Refugio County 
Volunteer Reception 
Center on Monday while 
a new roof was going up 
behind them on Elizabeth 
Street in Woodsboro.

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

The Goliad Independent School 
District is addressing five major 
concerns.

In his annual State of the 
District report, Superintendent 
Dave Plymale outlined the five top-
ics Monday at the regular monthly 
meeting of the board of trustees.

The five included:
•Curriculum
•Safety
•Technology
•Financial resources

•Marketing

Under curriculum, Plymale 

reported the district had achieved 

an overall academic accountabil-
ity grade of B from the Texas 
Education Agency.

He reported that 15 GISD 
teachers had attended an August 
Teacher Resource System (TRS) 
conference in Austin, which is part 
of the district’s increasing use of 
the TRS curriculum management.

An additional new feature is a 
program in which members of the 
local Rotary Club read to students.

Plymale cited research indicat-
ing that for students who read 20 
minutes a day – which equates to 
3,600 minutes a school year – their 

WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — Clear, High 72. Low 43.
FRI — Clear. High 60. Low 40.
SAT — Clear. High 65. Low 44. 
SUN —Partly cloudy. High 69. Low 49.  
MON — Mostly cloudy, High 68. Low 50. 
TUE — 20% chance of showers. High 67. Low 52. 
WED — 40% chance of showers. High 68. Low 50. 
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GOLIAD
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Edward Jones financial advisor Willie Nelson likes Goliad 
and wants to see it continue to grow.

Linking 
economic 
growth with 
a man’s belt

Santa Claus is coming to Bayside

PROFILE

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Goliad’s problem, says Edward Jones financial 
advisor Willie Nelson, is there’s no place in town 
where he can buy a belt.

“I want to buy local,” he says, but declines to 
reveal what size of belt he has in mind.

The actual name for the 34-year-old is Daniel, 
but he has gone by the name Willie since some 
U.S. Army buddies graced him with the name 
because of some rousing, after-hours karaoke ses-
sions while stationed in Korea.

“I do play the guitar,” he says, “and I sing, 
although I lack the talent for both at the same 
time.”

He offsets whatever he lacks in musical talent 
with financial prowess. Since he became Goliad’s 

Tim Delaney photo

Johnny Karstedt (right) of Woodsboro explains the process for the county to become a Purple Heart County during the Refugio 
County Commissioners Court meeting Tuesday morning, Dec. 11. Commissioners said they would put the proposed idea and proc-
lamation on a future meeting’s agenda.

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff 

After a meeting with 
the county’s consultant, 
Extension Agent Candace 
Mueller and FEMA 
officials at the Refugio 
County Fairgrounds, new 
options have opened for 
Refugio County to repair 
the buildings and dam-

age caused by Hurricane 
Harvey.

At Tuesday’s Refugio 
County Commissioners 
Court meeting, Ro Ellis, 
the county’s consultant, 
said FEMA has made 
some suggestions that 
would benefit the county.

“After viewing the fair-
grounds, FEMA suggest-

ed things that would be 
beneficial,” Ellis said.

However, she said 
the funding and repairs 
wouldn’t be finished by 
the Refugio County Fair 
and Livestock Show in 
March.

She said the new 
options will be discussed 
and a course of action 

will be taken.

“It was a very, very 
successful meeting,” Ellis 
said.

She added that FEMA 
has obligated funds to six 
county projects, including 
the fairgrounds exhibit 
hall, community center 

WOODSBORO

Center 
gets 
$450K

GISD gets annual report card

IN A TOWN with divided opinions 
and problems, like most towns, Shelly 
Curtis and Doug Kanoot wanted to do 
something that might be unifying.

The couple especially wanted to 
do something that showed the resi-
dents they were cared about. This 
started last year after Hurricane 
Harvey.

“It started out as a ‘get the town 
closer together’ event,” Kanoot said.

“It was right after the storm. 
Families didn’t have anything,” he 
said.

“What happened last year, we 
had this at my house, and there 
were so many people,” he said.

Kanoot said he did not want to 
do that again, so it was decided 
to have the event at the Bayside 
Community Center.

And Curtis has decided to make the 
event an annual one.

Curtis said it was her granddaughter 
Tynsley who came up with the initial 
great idea: Have a Christmas dinner for 
the town, have Santa Claus visit and 
pass out toys and candy to all of the 
town’s kids. For free.

“Tinsley and her family had lost pret-
ty much everything, and she could not 

find a Santa Claus anywhere after the 
storm,” Kanoot said.

Kanoot, a Bayside city councilman, 
and Shelly decided to do exactly what 
Tynsley envisioned – now for the second 
year.

With the help of the town’s resi-
dents, money was raised and food 
donated.

“I was really amazed at the turnout 
to help from the residents,” Curtis 
said.

The number of kids in Bayside was 
estimated at around 20, so that many 

gifts and more have been amassed  for 
the children. There will be extras for 
grandchildren from out of town.

Now, the Christmas dinner is sched-
uled for 5:30 p.m. And the event will be 
over around 8:30.

Kanoot said he will be doing the 
cooking. 

“I’m barbecuing brisket, pulled 
pork and the sides will be potato 
salad, beans, bread, pickles and 
onions.

Also desserts and drinks will be 
available.

And Santa Claus will be there 
– not just any Santa Claus, a real 
certified professional Santa – Joey 
Polasek of Ingleside.

Everybody in Bayside is invited. 
People from outside the community 
are welcomed. “The only thing you’ll 
need to bring is your camera or cell-
phone camera,” Kanoot said.

“You will want to take pictures of 
Santa and the kids,” he added.

Both Kanoot and Curtis like seeing the 
community coming together and support-
ing the kids. “I want to get to know my 
community,” Curtis said. And doing the 
Christmas event is a great way to do it.

Curtis said seeing the children’s faces 
makes all of the work worthwhile.

“Just to see the kids happy. It’s all 
about the kids,” she said.

Dave Plymale

GOLIAD

LOCKERGATE

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

It took a team of eight, 
on Nov. 19, to clean and 
disinfect the vandalized 
Goliad High School locker 
room.

REFUGIO

New options for repairs

Six-hour 
cleanup
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Shelly Curtis sits by the numerous Christmas presents for Bayside 
kids which will be handed out by Santa Claus at the Bayside 
Community Center Dec. 14, beginning at 6 p.m.

(See Nelson, 8A)

(See Coastal, 7A)

(See GISD, 7A)
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(See Disinfection, 10A)
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BAYSIDE

Bobcats end 
playoffs
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