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Sinton plays 
catch-up on 
brush collection
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

Sinton – After 
Kristian Santos, 
Republic Services’ new 
municipal sales man-
ager, introduced himself 
at tuesday’s city coun-
cil meeting, the council 
took the opportunity to 
discuss a pressing con-
cern in the community 
– brush pickup.

Mayor Pro tem Patricia 
G. Vargas addressed 
Republic Services’ delays 
in brush pickup. 

“i mean, we’re paying 

for them to be here. And 
they’re not here,” Vargas 
said.

Before the city council 
meeting, Santos took the 
opportunity to drive with 
Sinton City Manager 
John Hobson, to check 
the sections where pick-
up services were falling 
behind. 

“i’ve been working with 
John for the past three 
weeks on the plan on how 
to get the city back up 
to current,” Santos said. 
“And so we utilized as 
many resources as we 
could to get the city back 
to current.”

Section 2 of Sinton had 
its brush picked up and 

Portland council approves settlement 
to remove damaged billboards

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PoRtLAnD – in between Moore 
Avenue and indian Point Pier 
on U.S. Highway 181 sit three 
billboards – or more like skele-
tal remains of three billboards –  
which have been an eyesore for 
nearly two years.

the billboards have also been 
the subject of legal battles as 
Portland wants them removed and 
the billboard sign company, Lamar 
outdoor Advertising, wants to 
repair them.

“one of the problems with bill-
board signs like that is that they’re 
on wetlands, and those are sen-
sitive ecosystems around there 
and because they’re traditional 
billboards, they have to replace 
the panels in periodic intervals, 
whenever the advertising contract 
runs out,” Portland City Manager 

Randy Wright said. “they will put 
on more panels, that means trucks 
have to go down there and drive 
through the wetlands to get to the 
sign.

“And they look unsightly, and for 

years it’s kind of been our goal to 
try to eliminate all those signs, so 
this was opportunity to do that.”

After Hurricane Harvey hit 

ArAnSAS crASh leAveS Two DeAD
Contributed information

CoRPUS CHRiSti – 
the texas Department 
of Public Safety (DPS) 
is investigating a double 
vehicle fatality crash that 
occurred on Wednesday, 
June 19, at approximate-
ly 5:30 a.m., on State 
Highway 35, approxi-
mately four miles north of 

north Beach in Aransas 
County.

Preliminary investi-
gation revealed that a 
driver of a 1999 Chevy 
Silverado was traveling 
north on State Highway 
35 and, according to wit-
nesses, was attempting 
to pass another vehicle 
by moving over into the 

southbound lane. 

A driver of a 2015 
Ford F-250 was traveling 
south on the highway and 
attempted to take evasive 
action and steer to the 
right before being struck 
head-on by the driver of 
Chevy pickup. 

the driver of the Chevy 

Silverado, Daniel Aaron 
olvera, 27, of Corpus 
Christi, and the driver 
of the Ford F-250,  Glen 
Franklin Prince, 62, of 
Port Lavaca, were both 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene of the crash.  

DPS troopers are fur-
ther investigating the 
fatal crash.         
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Portland City Council approved a settlement from Lamar Outdoor Advertising against damaged billboards on U.S. Highway 181 in 
between Moore Avenue and Indian Point Pier. The billboards were damaged by Hurricane Harvey beyond the point of repair, yet 
remained standing.
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Kristian Santos, Republic Services’ new municipal sales man-
ager, presents two solutions to the Sinton City Council for the 
delayed brush pickup. Members of the council stated the brush 
pickup schedule has fallen behind.

The Portland City Council voted unanimously for the settlement which will remove all 
seven billboards on U.S. Highway 181 and replace them with one electronic billboard 
near the causeway.

Sinton City 
Council cages 
possibility of 
new zoo 
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

Sinton – Residents 
of San Patricio County 
may have fond memo-
ries of the Sinton Park 
Welder Zoo, which used 
to be located at the north-
ern edge of Sinton along 
Chiltipin Creek. 

Eleanor Harren, 
Sinton resident and 
owner of Aunt Aggie 
De’s Pralines, sat down 
with City Manager John 
Hobson and discussed 
the possibility of opening 
a zoo in Sinton.

the park was donated 
to the City of Sinton by 
rancher J.J. Welder in 
1920. the Sinton Park 
Welder Zoo was built in 
1928. 

From kangaroos and 
monkeys to wild hogs and 
llamas, the zoo contained 
a variety of animals. 
According to the July 
20, 1947, edition of the 
Corpus Christi Caller-
times, many of the birds 
and animals in the zoo 
collection were donated 
while some were bought. 

in 1950, the city added 
three fawns and officials 
were expecting more 
squirrels in the near 
future, according to the 
Sinton news. 

the Feb. 27, 1959, edi-
tion of the Mathis news 
stated the city brought 
in two Australian kan-
garoos, jumping the zoo 

Contributed photo

This photo was taken of the Sinton Park Welder Zoo in 1977. 
The zoo was donated to the city of Sinton by rancher J.J. Welder 
in 1920. 
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Commissioners approve first ever airport intern
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

Sinton – 
Commissioners on 
Monday approved a 
landmark (or skymark) 
request for any airport in 
the region.

San Patricio County 
Airport Manager Gary 
Lee Davis was on hand to 
present a request for the 
creation of a paid intern 
at McCampbell-Porter 
Airport – the first of its 
kind for the county.

“We had some tempo-
rary money in the facil-
ity, and since there’s no 
airports around here 
that offer internships, 
what we would like to 
do is have an intern for 
a three-month period – 
either a graduating high 
school senior or freshman 
in college – to go on and 

gain airport experience,” 
Davis said.

“this is to be everything 
from airport management 
and operations facilities, 
not just a person that’s 
going to go out and cut 
grass.”

Davis said that if the 
program is successful, 
he’d like to continue the 
program since no one in 
the immediate area cur-
rently has an internship 
program.

He also said that while 
there was an application 

Ingleside graduate Wyatt 
Griffith was hired as the first San 
Patricio County airport intern 
at Monday Commissioners 
Court hearing.
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(See Intern, 13A)
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