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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – On 
Tuesday, the body of a 

deceased young man was 
reported floating in a small 
creek off County Road 2004 
near Portland to the San 
Patricio County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

The body was transport-
ed to the Nueces County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
for an autopsy.

Later that day, the sher-
iff’s investigators identi-
fied the man as 27-year-old 
Alfredo Vasquez.

When the sheriff’s office 
released a photo of the man 
on their Facebook page, 
a massive wave of shares 
and comments followed – 
both negative and positive. 

On Wednesday night, the 
post had 223 comments 
and 721 shares as local cit-
izens attempt to find out 
what exactly happened to 
Vasquez.

The sheriff’s office urges 
anyone that has information 
about his death to contact 
them at 361-364-9600.

Sheriff’s office seeks info about man 
found floating in creek near Portland

San Patricio County Sheriff’s 
Office investigators search for 
clues in the death of a man found 
floating in a creek near Portland. 
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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – San 
Patricio County veter-
ans attended commis-
sioners court Monday 
to accept the county’s 
recognition as a Purple 
Heart County distinc-
tion and make May 13 a 
day to remember all vet-
erans who have received 
the Purple Heart.

County Judge David 
Krebs said at the hear-
ing, “This is one of the 
great things we get to do 
as county commission-
ers and judge.

“This is an honor that 
these men and women 
deserve every day. You 
all are special to the 
hearts of many people 
in the country, believe 
me.”

Krebs went on to say 
that while some veter-
ans may feel that they 
have been forgotten 
over the years, but the 
commissioners as well 

as himself will always 
remember the “freedom 
and the rights that we 
have today as we walk 

San Patricio County Commissioners Court 
honors Purple Heart veterans with proclamation
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Purple Heart veterans were joined by county veterans and county commissioners to celebrate San Patricio County’s distinc-
tion of becoming a Purple Heart County on Monday.

Military Order of the Purple Heart Chief of Staff-South Texas 
Lazaro O. Camarillo III spoke to the audience at Monday’s 
commissioners court.

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

Also at commissioners court on Monday, San 
Patricio County Sheriff Oscar Rivera received 
recognition from the vets as well.

On April 13, the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6386 in Ingleside hosted the 2019 All-
State Motorcycle Ride with 85 veterans partici-
pating. With that many riders, the VFW post 

Sheriff lends helping 
hand to local veterans

(See Sheriff, 11A)

(See Purple Heart, 11A)

Lake Corpus Christi State Park likes big brush and cannot lie
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – On Friday at 
2 p.m. the Corpus Christi 
State Park will be recog-
nized for a rather unique 
reason; for being host to 
the largest Blackbrush 
Acacia tree in Texas.

Back in February, state 
park operations trainee 
OJ Carranco started with 
the park and noticed a 
rather large Blackbrush 
Acacia (Vachellia rigidu-
la) tree sticking out of the 
brush at the trailhead to 
the Kiskadee Trail.

On average, blackbrush 
trees grow to about 15 
feet, but this one at the 
state park topped out at 

21 feet. 
So, Carranco contacted 

the Texas A&M Forest 
Service and had it offi-
cially measured. Turns 
out, Lake Corpus Christi 
State Park is the proud 
owner of the newest State 
Champion Blackbrush 
Acacia.

The tree is now listed 
on the Texas Big Tree 
Registry at texasfor-
estservice . tamu.edu/
TexasBigTreeRegistry/.

Champion trees are pre-
sented to the nominator 
and owners of trees that 
are the largest known 
specimen of its kind in 
the State of Texas.

Unfortunately, the 
name “Big Tree” is taken 
by a massive Live Oak 
tree located at Goose 
Island State Park. That 
tree was named the State 
Champion Coastal Live 
Oak in 1966, but was 

dethroned in 2003 by the 
San Bernard Oak on the 
San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuge.

The park officials said 
that since the name “Big 
Tree” is already taken, 
maybe they’ll just call it 
the “Big Brush.”

Blackbrush acacia is 
a Native Texas shrub 
tree growing only from 
Central Texas down to 
Central Mexico. Its slow 
growth and very high 
heat tolerance allow it 
to thrive and become a 
beautiful contrast in its 
native Rio Grande Plain.

During its bloom time 
in the months of March, 
April and May, prolific 
pale golden-yellow/white, 
fragrant flowers sprout 
off its numerous stiff, 
thorny branches. Nectar 
seeking bees, butterflies, 
moths and insects benefit 
from its flowers.

OJ Carranco 
stands in 
front of a 
Blackbrush 
Acacia tree 
located at 
Lake Corpus 
Christi State 
Park. While 
most black-
brush trees 
only grow to 
about 15 feet, 
the one locat-
ed at the park 
is a massive 21 
feet, making 
it the largest 
blackbrush 
tree in Texas. A 
ceremony will 
be held Friday 
at 2 p.m. at the 
state park.
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‘It’s showtime in the county jail’

Sheriff Rivera 
sets sights on 
new tablets for 
county inmates
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – For years 
the San Patricio County 
Jail has been struggling 
to figure out what to do 
about the lack of TV sets 
in the cells. 

County Sheriff Oscar 
Rivera, and before him 
Sheriff Leroy Moody, 
were against the proposi-
tion of bringing in televi-
sions, citing the cost of 
the TVs and cable service 
for the 35 inmate cells.

Now it seems as if tech-
nology has provided the 
jail with its solution.

A new company called 
SecureView, which pro-

vides personal tablets to 
inmates, has been mak-
ing its way to county 
jails all over the United 
States, and has 25 jails 
currently using the tab-
lets, including Bell and 
Fort Bend counties in 
Texas.  

“It’s showtime in the 
county jail,” Rivera 
said at Monday’s 
Commissioners Court 
meeting on Monday. “It 
doesn’t cost the county 
anything. They’re provid-
ing the tablets for each 
one of the inmates and 
headsets that they have 
to buy for about $6.”
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San Patricio Sheriff Oscar Rivera explains the benefits of the 
new SecureView tablets that will soon be available to county jail 
inmates – all to no cost to the county. 

(See Tablets, 12A)


