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WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 76. Low 49.
FRI — Mostly sunny. High 61. Low 48.
SAT — Mostly cloudy. High 62. Low 46. 
SUN — Mostly cloudy. High 63. Low 46. 
MON — Partly cloudy. High 68. Low 48. 
TUE — Mostly sunny. High 72. Low 47. 
WED — Mostly sunny. High 75. Low 51
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Building a tempo-
rary structure to house 
fire trucks was a nec-
essary move for the 
Refugio Volunteer Fire 
Department, according to 
Fire Chief Don Pullin.

Since August 2017 
when Hurricane Harvey 
dealt devastation to 

South Texas, the fire 
department has sat full of 
mold and with structural 
damage.

Pullin said the depart-
ment lost a lot of neces-
sary equipment to fight 
fires, as well.

Funding for the tem-
porary structure adja-
cent to the main build-

ing came from Rebuild 
Texas ($427,940)  and the 
city’s Refugio Economic 
Development funds 
($628,802).

The funds also will 
fund building a 20-pad 
RV park, including a dog 
park in the city’s Heritage 
Park.

Fire department moves 
on temporary building

GOLIAD

Contributed map

Red arrows indicate the fair parade route; green arrows indicate the lineup area for entrants.

Advance-Guard Press staff
While the annual Goliad Fair and 

Rodeo officially started Thursday, the 
annual Fair Parade is at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 16.

Lineup for entrants in the parade 
is south on Mt. Auburn at Franklin 

Street, then east on Fannin Street to 
Commercial Street.

The parade route begins at Fannin 
and Commercial Street, then around 
the courthouse square, ending at End 
and Chilton streets.

Tim Delaney photo

Work on a temporary structure to house fire trucks was underway last week next to the Refugio 
Volunteer Fire Department, which was severely damaged by Hurricane Harvey a year and a half ago. 
Trusses lay on the ground in forefront and will be lifted into place for its roof on Monday, March 11. 

Fair parade: 3/16

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A proposed project that would 
have repaired or rebuilt the 
boat launch south of Bayside 
was rejected by RESTORE Act 
funding in the first year of that 
funding, 2015.

Since then, a private launch 
on the south side of the Copano 
Bay Bridge was discontinued by 
its owner at the former Glen’s 
Marina, leaving the public boat 
launch on the north side of the 
bridge the only one on the west 

side of Copano Bay. 

Now a new effort to restore 
that boat launch is afoot. The 
idea presented to interest-
ed parties was “Don’t forget 
Refugio County.”

A contingent of Refugio 
County officials traveled to 
Austin last week to make their 
case for several projects, includ-
ing one that would restore the 
boat launch south of Bayside.

The Refugio County 
Community Development 

Foundation and others, includ-
ing Refugio County Judge 
Bobby Blaschke, Bart Wales, 
Richard Shaw, Roy Torres, Ann 
Fierova, Amanda Mendoza, 
Bayside Mayor Sharon Scott, 
Woodsboro Mayor Kay Roach, 
Refugio Mayor Wanda Dukes 
and Lenny Anzaldua, repre-
sented Refugio County.

Blaschke said renewed inter-
est in Refugio County is encour-
aging when at the outset, the 
county was all but forgotten in 
terms of Hurricane Harvey’s 

impact.
The boat launch was touted 

for many benefits:
•Public access to nature
•Readily accessible location 

for emergency response
•Marine research access 

point
•Launch point for fishermen 

and fishing excursions
•Access to bird-watching/

hunting flyway path
•Pathway for duck watching/

hunting

•Entry point for boating

All of the above reasons – 
now gone with the demise of 
the old launch – point to an 
economic benefit, making the 
area a destination for travelers 
of all sorts.

Torres said a new nonprofit 
has started up to help make 
the boat launch a reality – the 
Bayside Foundation – and it 
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Efforts afoot to restore the only boat launch on west shore of bay

Advance-Guard Press staff
Two people were killed March 6 when the SUV 

in which they were riding rolled over numerous 
times west of Fannin.

According to Department of Public Safety 
Trooper Ruben San Miguel, the 2003 Chevrolet 
Tahoe was traveling north on U.S. Highway 59 
when the driver lost control around 7:40 p.m.

The vehicle was carrying an unknown number 
of illegal immigrants, he says.

One passenger was found dead in the rear por-
tion of the SUV; another died in an ambulance 
en route to DeTar Hospital in Victoria. Both were 
Mexican citizens.

The vehicle was en route from Mexico to Houston.

Rollover kills two By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

County commissioners grew 
angrier by the minute as a report 
on the status of disaster repair 
for county structures and dam-
ages was given by Ro Ellis, the 
county’s consultant of Wilson 
Consulting, and Jose De Leon of 
LNV Engineering at their meeting 
on Tuesday morning, March 12.

After almost two years of dealing 
with the county’s insurance with 
the Texas Association of Counties 
and FEMA, things couldn’t get 
more complicated.

The acronyms are complicated, 
too: CDBGR, DR, CEF, RBT, TAC, 

FEMA, DDD, GLO, TDEM and 
more.

County Judge Bobby Blaschke, 
noting all the confusion, said, “We 
are trying to work out a funding 
strategy.”

Blascke turned the explanations 
over to Ellis and De Leon.

De Leon provided a list of proj-
ects that will not get funded by 
FEMA because of the method cho-
sen to fund – the old community 
development block grant process.

Turns out that process does not 
fund buildings. Rather it funds 
infrastructure such as drainage 
and roads. Public buildings are not 
considered infrastructure and are 
ineligible for funding.

But that’s not the half of it.

Ellis said initial insurance 
assessments were incorrect. And 
that caused big delays with FEMA 
payments.

“Wrong first assessments by 
insurance put a stop to FEMA 
funding,” Ellis said.

And when meetings about pay-
outs with insurance agents who 
didn’t know FEMA agents would 
be present occurred, insurance 
agents grew angry.

The reason for this was that 
FEMA had already done the assess-
ments and further assessments by 
insurance agents was unnecessary, 
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The boat launch south of Bayside may be restored for use if 
funding can be acquired. The project is among many presented 
to Austin lawmakers by a group of Refugio County officials.

Courts’ ire raised over disaster funding
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Remember Copano Bay
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Refugio County Fair 
schedule announced
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