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WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — Partly cloudy. High 54. Low 37.
FRI — Clear. High 62. Low 39.
SAT — Clear. High 68. Low 47. 
SUN — Partly cloudy. High 72. Low 57. 
MON — 30% chance of showers. High 74. Low 52. 
TUE — Partly cloudy. High 72. Low 48. 
WED — 20% chance of showers. High 65. Low 47. 

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

What could be termed a “wind-
fall” for Refugio County came in 
the form of a 100-turbine wind 
farm to be located in southwest 
Refugio County.

A public hearing was held at the 
Refugio County Commissioners 
Courtroom Thursday morning, 

Dec. 27, to create a reinvestment 
zone for Carnell Wind Farm  LLC.

The zone stretches from the 
Aransas River northward toward 
Woodsboro and encompasses 
18,253.9 acres.

After the hearing, in which 
County Judge Bobby Blaschke said 
no public attended, the commis-
sioners court met and approved 
the reinvestment zone.

The court then adopted a 
10-year, 100 percent tax abate-
ment for the company.

Blaschke said the company 
owned by E.ON renewable energy 
plans to create 220 megawatts of 
power with its 100 wind turbines.

However, a provision for 
PILOTS, or payments  in lieu of 
taxes, will be made by E.ON, and 
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By Bill Clough
and Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A poll of 10 community 
leaders from both Goliad and 
Refugio counties indicates their 
primary hopes for the new year 
are economic development, 
increased funding, less politi-
cal divisiveness and increased 
youth involvement

The leaders included two 
county judges, two mayors, 
two sheriffs, two school district 
superintendents, one county 
commissioner and a justice of 

the peace.

“The Legislature is coming 
up – I’m hoping they will appro-
priate monetary resources for 
Refugio and Aransas counties 
in a bigger way than we’ve 
seen,” says Refugio County 
Judge Bobby Blaschke, hop-
ing the funds would continue 
the county’s efforts to recover 
from Hurricane Harvey. “They 
would help to get the county 
back whole again, including the 
courthouse.”

Goliad Mayor Trudia Preston 

is of the same mind, hoping for 
more business and jobs along 
with lower city and county 
taxes.

Promised – and delayed – 
federal funding leads Preston’s 
counterpart in Refugio, Wanda 
Dukes. First, I would like to get 
the money that FEMA keeps 
saying that it wants to give. It 
seems to be a battle to get any 
funds.”

“Our town is struggling. We 
are waiting on FEMA (Federal 
Emergency Management 

Agency),” agrees Refugio 
County Commissioner Stanley 
Tuttle. “Waiting on FEMA.”

Perhaps in reaction to an 
environment of political polar-
ization from the local to the 
national stage, one-third of 
those polled stressed commu-
nity cooperation.

“My biggest hope for Goliad 
is that we can come together 
as a community and end the 
divisive culture,” says Mike 
Bennett, the county’s newly 
elected county judge.

“My focus will be to help that 
process along and to lead by 
example.”

“The leaders of the county, 
city and school district should 
get together to make list of 
ways to cooperate and a list of 
specific projects where working 
in pairs or all three would get 
things done and be more pro-
ductive and beneficial for Goliad 
County,” says Goliad Sheriff 
Kirby Brumby. “Economic 
development is another that all 

More financing, less divisiveness top the lists

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Light rain was cited as a con-
tributing factor in the 18-wheeler-
Chevrolet  pickup crash about nine 
miles west of Refugio just inside 
Bee County, according to Texas 
Department of Public Safety Sgt. 
Nathan Brandley.

Brandley said the driver of the 
18-wheeler was eastbound when 

he jackknifed and slid down state 
Highway 202 to a head-on crash 
with the 2015 Chevrolet Silverado 
pickup that was headed west.

The driver of the pickup, 28-year-
old Lyndon Dean Meyer of Victoria, 
was pronounced dead at the scene 
by Bee County Justice of the Peace 
Ester Castro.

The driver of the 18-wheeler was 

HALO-Flighted to Christus Spohn 
Hospital in Corpus Christi, where 
he is stable, according to Brandley.

Because of the severity of the 
crash, state Highway 202 was 
closed for hours until the scene 
was cleared.

Brandley said the accident was 
still being investigated.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the Advance-Guard 
Press and can be reached at 361-526-2397, or at refugio@
mySouTex.com.
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An 18-wheeler and small pickup crashed just inside the Bee County line from Refugio on state Highway 202 around noon Wednesday, 
Dec. 26. One fatality and other injuries reported.

Victoria man dies in crash

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Jose Alcazar is 
the new director 
of the Emergency 
Management Service.

But he might still 
be working as a cabi-
net maker except for a 
bankruptcy.

“I was working for 
a company in Victoria 
that made cabinets,” 
he says. “That was 
right out of high 
school. But the com-
pany went belly up.”

Perusing the want 
ads in the city’s daily 
newspaper, he saw 

Jose Alcazar

J. Alcazar 
new EMS 
director

Advance-Guard Press staff
The Goliad County 

Grand Jury meets Jan. 8 
during which it will con-
sider evidence against 
an 18-year-old Yoakum 
High School student.

Brennen Jared Hall, 
who was a member 
of the Yoakum High 
School football team, 
is charged with felony 
criminal mischief follow-
ing the vandalism of a 
locker room at Goliad 
High School following a 
football game between 
the Goliad Tigers and 
Yoakum Bulldogs.

The Yoakum team lost 
the grudge match in the 
final minute thanks to a 
Tiger field goal.

GISD personnel the 
next day discovered the 
locker room trashed, a 
water fountain separat-
ed from the wall, the 
upholstery of at least 35 
seats slashed, shower 
curtains torn and the 
carpet and seats satu-
rated with urine.

GISD Superintendent 
Dave Plymale estimated 
the damage at $4,700.

Vandalism 
case goes to 
grand jury 
on Tuesday

LOCKERGATEA windy ‘shot in the arm’
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