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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A 27-year-old woman 
was taken by HALO 
flight to Corpus Christi 
after she was struck by 
a white Chevrolet pick-
up around 9 p.m. Friday 

in Woodsboro.
Domonic “Nicole” 

Lara, of Woodsboro, 
was walking along 
Wood Avenue near the 
old football field when 
the pickup, driven by 
Joe Bourke, 48, struck 
her and continued on 
toward the Woodsboro 

square, according to 
Refugio County Sheriff 
Pinky Gonzales.

The white pickup 
was going around the 
square but then trav-
eled across the park 
from the square’s south 

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

GOLIAD – The first 
Goliad High School 
College and Career Fair 
is Friday, Jan. 11.

The fair is the brainchild 
of Goliad Independent 
School District Counselor 
Karie Wimberly.

“The fair is divided into 
two parts,” she explains:

•A college and career 
fair for area schools.

•Three, 30-minute 
classroom seminars for 
GHS students.

The career fair will be 
in the Events Center for 
visiting students from 

WEEKLY WEATHER
THU — Partly cloudy. High 65. Low 51.
FRI — 50% chance of showers. High 69. Low 54.
SAT — 20% chance of showers. High 66. Low 44. 
SUN — Partly cloudy. High 58. Low 43. 
MON — Partly cloudy. High 54. Low 42. 
TUE — 20% chance of showers. High 62. Low 50. 
WED — 40% chance of showers. High 71. Low 52. 
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Refugio County Judge Bobby Blaschke (left) takes the oath of office from District Judge Stephen Williams in the Refugio County Courthouse’s district courtroom 
Tuesday, Jan. 1.  Blaschke’s wife, Jennie, stands by him during this special ceremony for all elected and reelected county officials.

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

About 50 people gathered 
in the Refugio County District 
Courtroom to see loved ones and 
friends take the oath of office on 
Tuesday morning, Jan. 1.

Refugio County Judge Bobby 
Blaschke welcomed all to the 
ceremony, in which eight offi-
cials were given the oath of 
office, including Blaschke, who 
was first.

The Rev. Bill Marquee, pastor 

of Our Lady of Refuge Catholic 
Church led opening and closing 
prayers for those at the ceremo-
ny, saying the officials will be 
guided “for the common good.”

Blaschke noted he will 
remember to work for the com-

mon good during his tenure as 
county judge.

Blashcke was given the oath of 
office by District Judge William 
Stephens.

Bill Clough photo

County Judge Mike Bennett and Goliad Emergency Management 
Coordinator Christy Bear confer ahead of the start of Tuesday’s 
court session.

Court mulls 
timecards and 
Bear’s future
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Changing the date 
when county timecards 
are due and terminating 
the county’s contract with 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Christy Bear 
both were on Tuesday’s 
agenda, but the court 
tabled both items.

County Judge Mike 
Bennett – hoping to avoid 
another situation in 
which late timecards last 
week resulted in county 
employees being paid for 
80 hours but no overtime 
– said he favored mov-
ing the timecard dead-
line back a week to give 
County Treasurer Bryan 
Howard more time to pro-
cess the timecards.

The move would mean 
county employees would 
receive one week’s pay 
until the transition was 
complete.

Precinct 2 County 
Commissioner Alonzo 
Morales said he was 
against the idea. “I get 
my timecards in on time,” 
he said.

Howard was quick to 
point out the extra time 
was to allow his office to 
process the timecards. 
“It’s not to allow the com-
missioners more time to 
submit them,” he said.

Precinct 4 County 
Commissioner David 
Bruns noted that one 
advantage to the change 
could allow the court to 
revert to its original 9 

Eight officials take oath of office 
on the first day of the new year

GOLIAD

Hit and run leaves Woodsboro 
woman in critical condition

Joe Bourke
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John Weitz  (second from left) of the Dow Chemical Co. presents a $50,000 check for hurricane damage to fire departments in 
Refugio County to County Judge Bobby Blaschke (center). Also pictured are Arnufo Perez (left), Tivoli Fire Department chief, and 
Ronnie Williams of Dow Chemical.

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

County commission-
ers opened their first 
meeting of the year with 
acceptance of a $50,000 

donation from the Dow 
Chemical Company 
Foundation on Tuesday 
morning, Jan. 8.

The donation was ear-
marked for the county’s 
Tivoli Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Refugio County Judge 
Bobby Blaschke said 
the money will be used 
as FEMA grant match 
money. FEMA grants 
provide 90 percent fund-
ing for damages.

In other business, com-

missioners acknowedged 
employment information 
as follows:

•Employment of 
Andrew Snyder as a 
Refugio County Animal 
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Tivoli fire department gets $50K

GISD 
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career 
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Friday
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