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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

The 2019-20 Refugio County budget 
of $10.2 million was adopted Tuesday 
morning by the Refugio County 
Commissioners Court.

Refugio County Judge Bobby 
Blaschke noted that a few chang-
es had been made but the budget 
amount remains the same.

The commissioners had set the pro-
posed tax rate at 75.25 cents for every 
$100 of property value to support the 

budget in an earlier meeting.
The rate falls just below the roll-

back rate and is an increase from the 
effective tax rate of 69.69 cents for 
every $100 of property value.

In other business, LNV engineer 
John Williams gave an assessment of 
the county’s projects to rebuild after 
Hurricane Harvey.

He said a design for a new airport 
terminal is underway, as well as 
other airport projects.
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OUTLOOK – Mostly sunny, mostly hot, mostly humid 
 
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 98. Low 75.
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 97. Low 75.
SAT — Mostly sunny. High 96. Low 73.
SUN — Hot. High 97. Low 75. 
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Cruz returns, praises 
state at GCEDC speech

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Fourteen years after he made his first 
political speech in Goliad, Junior Texas 
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz returned to Goliad 
Thursday evening to praise his home state.

He was the keynote speaker at the 
52nd annual convention of the Golden 
Crescent Regional Planning Commission 
at the Memorial Auditorium.

He began his 32-minute address to an 
audience of more than 200 with the same 

theme with which he ended it: “God bless 
Texas.”

He began by praising how Texans respond-
ed to Hurricane Harvey – which Cruz said, 
the storm sat over Houston for four days, 
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Arturo “2D” Rodriguez holds the basic training photo of 
his dad, Tom F. Rodriguez, who served in World War II at 
Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.

Remembering 
a hero of a dad
U.S. ARMY STAFF SGT. Tom F. Rodriguez 

was just stepping out of a grove of bamboo after 
relieving himself.

The jungles of Guadalcanal in the Solomon 
Islands offered numerous alcoves to use as a 
restroom, but they also offered hiding places  for 
the enemy.

In this case, a Japanese soldier was headed 
right for Rodriguez with intentions to kill.

Rodriguez in a quick response shot the enemy 
from his hip.

Rodriguez had to use his bayonet because the 
enemy would not die.

The look on  the Japanese soldier was some-
thing burned into Rodriguez’s mind.

The Japanese wore tourniquets all over their 
bodies so they would not die quickly.

“He never forgot the look on that guy’s face,” 
said Arturo “2D” Rodriguez, Tom’s son.

Arturo, 60, said his dad was born April 14, 
1914, in San Benito, Texas.

Tom made it through the sixth grade in San 
Benito.

“And he migrated this way (toward Refugio) 
working,” said 2D, who is a lieutenant at the  
Refugio County Jail.

After he returned home from active duty, Tom 
took care of family.
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By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

The building used to 
house the EMS and its 
ambulances is so con-
taminated with mold that 
EMS workers are being 
forced to move  to tempo-
rary housing.

Goliad County Judge 
Mike Bennett, no stranger 
to construction work, told 
commissioners Thursday 
the building would have 
to be stripped to its skele-
ton to eradicate the mold.

“You are going to have 
to gut the building,” he 
said.

The revelation follows 
an inspection of the build-
ing in mid-August by 
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John Williams of LNV Engineering assesses progress on projects around the county that have 
been obligated for repair or construction on Tuesday morning, Aug. 27, during the Refugio 
County Commissioners Court meeting.

County OKs $10M budget

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A Tortilla Festival will get its 
start in September at Mission 
River Park.

Bart Wales and Jennifer 
Ragle of Los Amigos di Nuestra 
Senora del Refugio, a nonprof-
it group, asked permission to 
use the park of the Refugio 
County Commissioners Court on 
Tuesday morning, Aug. 27.

They explained that the mini-
festival would take place the 

afternoon of Saturday, Sept. 21.
Commissioners noted that per-

mission wasn’t necessary for the 
public park.

So far, the Meza Band and 
other entertainers are lined up 
for the event.

The Frosty has promised tor-
tilla burgers, and a kid zone will 
be set up for youths.

Beer and wine may or may 
not be sold at the park, depend-
ing on the Catholic Diocese 
deed restrictions, brought up by 
County Attorney Deb Bauer.

The river ramp will be closed 

off for safety reasons.
“We’ll have lots of vendors with 

a tortilla theme,” Ragle said.
Wales said the goal of Los 

Amigos is to build an interpre-
tive mission near the Mission 
River Park and create an endow-
ment that would forever main-
tain the mission.

The last Spanish mission was 
Mission Nuestra Senora del 
Refugio and fell to ruin after the 
Texas Independence War with 
Mexico.

“This would help to educate 
people  on the history and cul-

ture of early South Texas,” Ragle 
said.

The September event will be 
the beginning of an annual event 
to be held the third weekend in 
October.

The festival is free to the pub-
lic.

“This could be a model for 
the park’s future events,” said 
Commissioner Ann Lopez.

“I don’t have a problem with 
it,” said Commissioner Gary 
Bourland.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  Advance-
Guard Press and can be reached at 361-526-2397, or at 
refugio@mySouTex.com.
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Jennifer Ragle with the non-
profit group Los Amigos de 
Nuestra Senora del Refugio 
tells Refugio County commis-
sioners about the planned 
Tortilla Festival.
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