
INSIDEWEEKLY WEATHER
THU — 20% chance of showers. High 84. Low 65.
FRI — Mostly cloudy. High 83. Low 69.
SAT — 40% chance of showers. High 81. Low 67. 
SUN — 20% chance of showers. High 86. Low 64.
MON — Mostly sunny. High 84. Low 60. 
TUE — Clear. High 82. Low 64. 
WED —Clear. High 88. Low 66.  
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Con ucting to beat the ban

A brief scan of the 
resume of the new GHS Band 
Director James Snider reveals 
a lot of the words “first” and 
“double.”

Before being hired by the 
Goliad Independent School 
District, the 57-year-old has 
played in at least six sympho-
nies and bands and directed 
at least seven school bands 
ranging from Midland to 
Fredericksburg to Killeen to 
Houston to San Antonio to 
Lubbock.

Of the “firsts”?
•The Alamo Junior High 

school eighth-grade marching 

band he directed received a 
first division for the first time 
in its history.

•His Copperas Cove junior 
high band marching band 
received a first division for the 
first time in the school’s his-
tory.

And the word “double”?
•He doubled the size of the 

bands in Copperas Cove, La 
Porte and Fredericksburg and 
nearly tripled the size of a 
school band in San Antonio.

One visit to the GHA band 
rehearsal reveals the source 
of all that energy. At the 
podium, he cannot stand still. 
At one moment he is directing 

the band with his hands, the 
next emphasizing dynamics 
by playing a trumpet – his 
instrument of choice – of hit-
ting the end of a music stand 
with a blue stick to mark the 
beat.

He often alternates the beat 
between the blue stick and a 
McAdams electronic metro-
nome capable of enough vol-
ume to override the combined 
crescendo of more than 30 
bands students playing instru-
ment ranging from tuba to 
tympani.

His trumpet has been his 
constant companion.

Snider, born in Kermit, was 

graduated from Odessa High 
School in 1979. He earned a 
B.A. in Music Education from 
the University of North Texas 
four years later. His choice 
of university is significant: 
the facility has a nationally 
famous jazz band.

He majored in trumpet per-
formance at Arkansas State 
University in 1983 – the same 
year he married his wife, 
Yolanda.

“I wanted to become a pro-
fessional trumpet player,” 
he admits. “But I started to 
think: $400 a month, no ben-
efits, no insurance. I decided 
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GHS Band Director James Snider supplies plenty of energy from the podium during the 10 a.m. band practice.

‘These kids have 
the potential to 
go to state ... they 
really do, It’s there, 
it’s how hard you 
want to work to 
achieve that goal. 
It’s all about work 
ethic. The kids are 
going to have to 
want it.’

 — James Snider

BY BILL CLOUGH

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A Texas Department 
of Public Safety troop-
er stopped two Cuban 
nationals in a red F-350 
pickup on U.S. Highway 
77 about eight miles 
north of Refugio.

The routine traffic 
stop on Thursday, March 
28, at about 12:53 p.m., 
turned out not to be so 
routine.

Refugio County sher-
iff’s deputies aided in the 
stop, according to Sheriff 
Pinky Gonzales.

Law enforcement offi-
cers found 10 gift cards 
for different retail and 
food businesses.

Cubans 
caught
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Texians fight off superior Mexican forces Saturday at the annual re-enactment of the Battle of Coleto Creek. See story, photos on 8A.

GOLIAD

Mario Erasmo Garza

Advance-Guard Press  staff
A Houston man remains 

in the Goliad County Jail 
charged with credit card 
abuse thanks to the quick 
work of a Goliad County 
sheriff’s investigator.

Mario Erasmo Garza, 
25, remains in custody 
under a $20,000 bond after 
being arrested last week 
by Sgt. Donna Starry. 
Garza had used a credit 

Man jailed 
for credit 
card fraud

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

The Refugio school dis-
trict board of trustees 
met in a special meet-
ing March 29 to select a 
construction company for 
facilities.

“We had four construc-
tion companies submit 
bids,” said Superintendent 
Melissa Gonzales.

The projects up for the 
bids included two gymna-
siums and a roofing proj-
ect.

Gonzales said luckily, 
the low bid came from 
the same company that 

completed the 2015 bond 
issue construction, and 
that was from Weaver & 
Jacobs, a Cuero company.

“They are also the com-
pany working on the hos-
pital,” Gonzales added.

The low bid was $4.9 
million.

Gonzales said construc-
tion will begin in May.

“The goal is to have 
a place for the volley-
ball team to practice in 
August,” she said.

“And final completion 
of both gyms to be in the 
fall,” she added.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at the  
Advance-Guard Press and can be reached at 
361-526-2397, or at refugio@mySouTex.com.

Refugio trustees move 
on construction projects

REFUGIO

Book on Bobcats ran the hurdles
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Billy Sweeney spent 
the past seven years try-
ing to finish a book about 
the Refugio Bobcats.

Now he’s completed 
it with coauthor Gary 
Bellows.

“We started research 
about seven years ago ... 
lots of information, pic-
tures all the way back to 
1931 to the Bobcats’ first 
game,” Sweeney said.

“Chato Bauer’s orange 
book went to 1994. We 
wanted to update it to 
present day,” Sweeney 
said.

The book reveals that 
at that first game, the 
Bobcats were not the 
Bobcats. They were the 
Longhorns.

And the Longhorns, 
colors maroon and white, 
were sorely defeated by 
Beeville, 93-0.

The coach at that time 
said the team had to be 
different (just about every 
team had maroon and 

white for colors).

So the boys on that 
team changed the name 
to the Bobcats and chose 
the colors orange and 
black: That began a solid 
tradition.

Sweeney’s coauthor 
provided a lot of statis-
tics. 

“Gary Bellows has 
been a statistician for the 
Bobcats for many years,” 
Sweeney said.

“And the late Carl 
Barnhart wrote the fore-
word,” Sweeney said.

One of the delays for the 
book was when Barnhart 
passed away in July 2017.

“He was a teacher, 
sportswriter and a coach,” 
Sweeney said.

“He knew how to make 
his students love history,” 
he said.

Why seven years to 
publish?

“We had so many 
delays. We wanted to 
release it two years ago,” 
Sweeney said.

Billy Sweeney
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