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San Patricio Sheriff’s Office continues to investigate, 
arrest those responsible for illegal game rooms

$159,000 seized in recent raid
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – On Tuesday, Feb. 26, the 
San Patricio County Sheriff’s Office 

executed search and arrest warrants 
on three locations; Ace Amusement, 
south of Sinton, Silver Dollar, south of 
Odem, and Elco Auctions in Odem.

San Patricio County Sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy Oscar Rivera said in a state-
ment, “The South Texas Specialized 
Crimes and Narcotics Task Force, the 

Nueces County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Homeland Security Investigations 
Office in Corpus Christi and U.S. 
Border Patrol in Kingsville conducted 
search, seizure and arrest warrants 
in Kleberg and Nueces counties and 
assisted San Patricio County Sheriff’s 

Mother charged 
with killing her 
4-year-old child 
heads to court
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Tawana 
Roberson was in the San 
Patricio Courtroom on 
Monday, arrested and 
charged with capital 
murder of her 4-year-old 
son, Kane McCraney, on 
Feb. 21, with a bond set 
at $400,000.

According to reports, 
the incident started 
when the Gregory Police 
Department was called 
to an emergency center 
in Portland where a child 
was admitted and his 
heart had stopped beat-
ing. CPR was performed 
on Kane, but the child 
died.

Gregory Police Chief 
J.A. “Tony” Cano testi-
fied to the court that the 
child had multiple marks 
and scratches, with 
Roberson stating that the 
injuries could have come 
from other children with 

whom he was playing.
Texas Department of 

Family and Protective 
Services took control of 
her other seven children 
ranging in age from 10 
months to 7 years, includ-
ing two sets of twins.

Attorney Mark Eggert 
of Mathis filed a “gen-
eral denial ... of all accu-
sations” on Roberson’s 
behalf.

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – Since 
1991, The C.A.S.T. 
(Catch A Special Thrill) 
for Kids Foundation has 
been joining volunteers 
who love to fish with 
special needs children 
and taking them out-
doors for a day of fishing 
and fun they wouldn’t 
normally experience.

This national pro-
gram has grown from 
47 events in 2015 to 69 
in 2018 with the founda-
tion expecting at least 
80 this year.

Chris and Robert 
Divin are adding to that 
number by bringing the 
first C.A.S.T. for Kids 
event to Lake Corpus 
Christi State Park on 
April 13.

“We want to get more 
people to Mathis,” 
Chris said. “We 
want to get more 
people involved 
with fishing, 
and we just 
have this draw 
towards chil-
dren with spe-
cial needs and 

their families. 
“We have forever 

friends now from these 
events. This is a huge 
deal.”

The Divins, who own 
and operate All Cross 
Texas in Mathis and 
also run Three C’s Bass 
Club who sponsor the 
C.A.S.T. for Kids, have 
been volunteering 
for this event for 
more than five 

years and decided to 
bring their fishing club 
in to help out as well.

“Our bass club is spon-
soring because we’ve 
been involved with 
C.A.S.T. for Kids for so 
long,” she said. “We had 
some of our bass club 
go with us to Victoria 

so we all decided 
as a club to 
host one.

Portland holds workshop on comprehensive 20-year master plan
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – The  Portland 
City Council held a joint work-
shop with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and heard a presen-
tation for the City of Portland 
Comprehensive Plan.

The council and commission met 
Feb. 26 to hear the update.

Portland City Manager Randy 
Wright addressed the workshop. 

“This whole planning process is 
critical to help the growth of the 
city,” Wright said. “There are cities 
that don’t do this. We’ve always 
taken the long-range approach to 
our planning and that’s been very 
successful for us.”

The City of Portland has engaged 
the consulting firm of Freese and 
Nichols to update its comprehen-

sive plan so that it remains rele-
vant as the city responds to growth 
in the area. The firm will also 
develop a structure for the imple-

mentation of developer impact fees 
for roadway, water, wastewater 

San Patricio County Sheriff’s Office conduct-
ed a raid on three businesses near Sinton 
and Odem Feb. 26.
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Reeling in the
smiles

Mathis couple C.A.S.T.ing hope for special 
needs children with free fishing event
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C.A.S.T. for Kids is held all over the nation and will head to Lake Corpus Christi in Mathis for the first time April 13. This fishing 
duo from Packery Channel in Texas are just a few participants who have taken part in the event since it began in 1991.

I think the 
volunteers get 
more out of it 

than the kids do. 
They bring the 
volunteers so 

much joy it’s not 
even funny.

– Organizer Chris Divin (See Fish, 9A)

Sales tax allocations 
deliver mixed results 
throughout county
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Sales tax 
allocations for February 
saw mixed results around 
San Patricio County.

Gregory saw the larg-
est decrease with a 29.86 
percent or $34,724.28 for 
the month of February 
compared to February 
2018 totals of $49,507.87.

Aransas Pass had the 
second largest decrease in 
sales tax allocations with 
21 percent or $200,341.30 
for the month of January 
compared to the same 
period last year with 
$255, 955.67.

Portland had a slight 
decline in sales tax allo-
cations in February 
with 5.43 percent or 
$530,582.91 compared to 
last February’s totals of 
$561,081.05.

Ingleside on the Bay 
saw the largest increase 
with a 139.13 per-
cent or $3,849.67 for 
February compared to 
last February’s total of 
$1,609.86.

Odem’s sales tax allo-
cations for February also 
increased  44.10 percent 
or $56,470.10 as com-

pared to February 2018 
total of $39,186.16.

Taft saw the third larg-
est increase in sales tax 
allocations of 24.06 per-
cent or $49,730.96 for 
February compared to 
last year’s February total 
of $40,083.92.

Ingleside saw 
an  increase as well 
with 13.99 percent or 
$313,051.73 compared 
to last February total of 
$274,630.53.

Mathis had an increase 
in sales tax allocations 
of 10.55 percent or 
$92,816.19 in February 
compared to the same 
month last year at 
$83,953.95.

Sinton saw a slight 
decrease in sales tax 
allocations in February 
with a 1.13 percent or 
$109,350.92 as compared 
to February 2018 totals 
of $108,120.23.

Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar said 
state sales tax revenue 
totaled $2.796 billion in 
February, 7 percent more 
than in February 2018. 

“Growth in sales tax 
revenue was led by remit-
tances from the construc-
tion, manufacturing and 
services sectors,” Hegar 
said. “Receipts from 
information services and 

Roberson
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A meeting was recently held to discuss the future of Portland and update its compre-
hensive 20-year plan, including new industry popping up throughout the area.


