
75¢

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – Just before 
Christmas break, the Mathis 
Intermediate School participated 
in the District 
29-AAA UIL 
competition and 
brought home 
a very special 
prize, not only for 
the school, but 
for themselves as 
well.

“This is the 
first time that 
this school has 
been district 
champs in UIL at the interme-
diate level,” MISD Intermediate 
Principal Cynthia Westbrook 
said. “They were excited that day, 
and the excitement has carried 
over.

“We’ve been celebrating since 

then and telling them how proud 
we are.”

Assistant MISD Intermediate 
School Principal David Garcia 
added, “We’ve had lots of success 

over the last couple of years, and 
we’re gradually getting to where 
we want to be, and this is another 
notch in our belt.”

Along with MISD, Aransas Pass, 
Taft, Goliad, Odem-Edroy, George 
West and  Skidmore-Tynan ISDs 

competed in numerous events 
with Mathis Intermediate finish-
ing in first place with more than 
426 total points and the third, 
fourth and fifth grade spelling 

teams sweep-
ing their cat-
egory with first 
place finishes.

“ A n o t h e r 
goal has been 
set,” Westbrook 
continued. “It 
was actually 
a goal that we 
had set start-
ing last year 
really.

“Last year we placed third, 
which was also the first time that 
we had placed in competition. So 
that gave the kids a little taste of 
success and doing well and com-
peting against other schools. 
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Portland PD makes multiple arrests  
in unusual wave of vehicle crimes

CatCh, no release
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – A rare rash 
of vehicle burglaries and 
thefts swept through Portland 

over the past few weeks, but 
swift action on behalf of the 
Portland Police Department 
lead to every one of the sus-
pects landing behind bars.

“Basically, we had three sep-
arate incidents over a six-week 
period,” Portland Police Chief 
Mark Cory said. “The first one 
was five juveniles from Corpus 
who had stolen a vehicle and 

had done several vehicle bur-
glaries over in Corpus and then 
came over here to Portland. 

“We responded to a stolen 
truck and got into a pursuit 
which ended up all the way 
back into, and around, Corpus 
before we got them stopped. 
Those five juveniles were 

In the span of six weeks, the 
Portland Police Department had 
several vehicle burglaries and thefts 
and made several area arrests.
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Mathis Intermediate bring home district 
UIL championship honors
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The Mathis Intermediate UIL team members get a little silly celebrating their district championship. After last year getting third 
place, the team and their coaches put in more time and practice to ensure a Mathis victory over six other schools in the area, 
vying for the top prize.

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Sales tax 
allocations for the month 
of December as well as 
year-end totals increased 
around San Patricio 
County.

Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar said in 
December that state sales 
tax revenue totaled $2.87 
billion in December, 4.7 
percent more than in 
December 2017.

“Growth in state sales 
tax revenue continues 
to be led by remittances 
from oil and gas-related 

sectors,” Hegar said. 
Taft saw the larg-

est increase in sales tax 
allocations 109.58 per-
cent with $71,473.63 in 
December compared to 
$34,102.90 for the same 
period 2017. Year-to-date 
totals also brought an 
increase of 22.36 percent 
or $529,444.51 from the 
previous year’s total of 
$432,664.54.

“The year-over-year 
rate of growth has moder-
ated, as expected, due to 
strong collections from a 
year ago as well as the 
decline in the price of 
crude oil,” Hegar said.

Gregory saw the sec-
ond highest increase in 
December with a 59.87 
percent with $41,692.29 
in allocations compared 

to the same month 2017, 
which saw $26,078.82. 
Year-to-date totals also 
saw an increase of 39.89 
percent with $418,590.58 
compared to the same 
period last year of 
$299,214.49.

Ingleside sales tax allo-
cations increased 43.24 
percent with a total of 
$271,212.28 in December 
compared with the same 
period in 2017 with a 
total of $189,334.38. 
Year-to-date total also 
saw an increase of 57.38 
percent with a total of 
$457,970.88 compared to 
the same period 2017 of 
$398,561.64.

Mathis saw an increase 
of 30.52 percent in 
December with a total 

Taft, Gregory see largest increase in San Pat County sales tax allocations

The kids have to really focus, 
above and beyond what they’re 
already doing in the classroom. 
It’s really a challenge for them 
that they take on, and they did 

extremely well.
– MIS Assistant Principal David Garcia

(See Portland, 3A)

(See Mathis, 3A)

(See Sales Tax, 3A)
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Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar said state sales tax increases are due to oil and gas sectors with 
increases seen county-wide.
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Cheniere donates 
laptops to junior 
high students
By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

TAFT – Seventy plus 
junior high students from 
Taft were treated to a 
surprise announcement 
yesterday that will ben-
efit them academically.

“I want to share some 
great news with you 
guys,” said Christine 
Acosta, Principal Taft 
Junior High School 
addressing the students 
who had gathered at the 
library.

Unveiled through roar-
ing cheers and applause, 
Acosta told the students 
they were each to receive 
a Lenovo laptop, courtesy 
of Cheniere Partners in 

Education.
Joe Lopez, Taft 

Independent School 
District Superintendent 
thanked Cheniere as 
their partners in educa-
tion.

“This is a very unique 
and special moment for 
Taft ISD, our neighboring 
business and partner has 
opted and decided and 
selected that our campus 
receive something very, 
very special,” Lopez said.

The laptops are some-
thing that goes along the 
same vision of the dis-
trict, Lopez said. 

“We’re preparing you 
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Cheniere personnel distribute laptops to Taft Junior High stu-
dents during an assembly yesterday.

(See Cheniere, 3A)
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