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By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – The emer-
gency youth shelter, located 
on 209 Lang Road and operat-
ed by Connections Individual 
and Family Services, opened 
its doors to the community 
on Thursday, Oct. 3, for pub-
lic tours. That allowed area 
residents and local officials to 

learn about agency programs 
while also generating support 
for the youth living in the 
shelter.   

Connections Individual and 
Family Services was estab-
lished in 1981 and covers 17 
counties with three residen-
tial facilities – two in New 
Braunfels and one in Portland.

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON –  Leaders and offi-
cials of San Patricio County 
met Monday night at Cavaleri’s 
Kitchen to learn more about 
CASA and their expansion 
efforts for the county.

CASA stands for Court 
Appointed Special Advocates. 
It is a network of nonprofit 
organizations that train and 
support volunteer advocates 
for children removed from 
their homes due to abuse and 
neglect. 

In their mission statement, 
CASA states: “CASA is unique 
in that it empowers ordinary 
people to serve as officers  of 
the court, work with and on 
behalf of foster children and 
report critical information and 
recommendations to the court 
to help our judges make infor-

mation decisions.”

In 2018, district judges  
asked CASA to expand its ser-

vices to San Patricio County. 
CASA’s board of directors voted 
in August 2019 for CASA of 

Bee, Live Oak & McMullen 
Counties to also serve San 
Patricio County.

Mia Moore, a current volun-
teer for CASA, was selected as 
the program manager for San 
Patricio County on Sept. 3 and 
officially opened up their office 
on Sept. 9. 

Moore began her presen-
tation with a warm welcom-
ing, introducing herself and 
other CASA volunteer Katty 
Rittiman, who helped identify 
leaders within in the county 
and organized the event.

“I have been warmly received 
by the community,” Moore said. 
“It’s just so heartwarming to 
me.”

The program manager went 
on to tell the crowd of leaders 
of the problem children in San 
Patricio County are facing. 

Home for hope

White house
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – Owner and founder of Adrian 
Michael Events, Adrian Alaniz has been selected 
as the Texas representative to help decorate the 
White House for the upcoming holiday season.

Adrian Michael Events specializes from fresh 
floral arrangements, creative homecoming mums, 
wedding/event design and much more.

“I have an event almost every weekend,” Alaniz 

Holding 
onto the 
badge
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – “Well, here we go,” San Patricio 
County Sheriff Oscar Rivera said as he officially 
announced he was going to run to keep his sheriff’s 
position.

The announcement was made last Thursday at 
the Butter Churn restaurant in Sinton in front 
of a more than a hundred enthusiastic residents, 
coworkers, county officials and staff.

“I’m really honored to have you all here this eve-
ning,” he added. “What a crowd. I didn’t expect this 
one bit; this is great.”

Rivera added that after 31 years of being a state 
employee – starting as a deputy sheriff in 1977 
before becoming a Texas Department of Public 

caSa	expands	efforts	to	leaders,	officials	
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San Patricio County Sheriff Oscar Rivera officially announced 
his plans to run in the 2020 election to keep his seat at the 
sheriff’s office. 
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Adrian Alaniz first learned about the opportunity to decorate the White House while reading a magazine in a doctor’s office. He was 
extremly overwhelmed and excited when he learned he would be selected as the representative from Texas.

sinton florist in the
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Volunteers from Odem’s Volunteer Fire Department gave 
demonstrations on the equipment they use and gave out 
free plastic fire helmets to children during the National Night 
Out event Saturday. This was the first year the city hosted this 
event with more than 300 people attending.

NAtioNAL first

District Judge of the 36th Judicial 
District Starr Bauer was present at 
Monday’s event and discussed the 
impact of CASA. 
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Mia Moore, program manager for CASA, welcomes officials and leaders at the 
front door. Introducing herself and thanking them for making their time to 
come out for her presentation.

Portland youth shelter holds open 
house, readies for holiday season

Adrian Alaniz has been decorating since opening up his 
business in 2017. He is the founder and owner of Adrian 

Michael Events.
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