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Burn 
ban 
remains
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY – 
The commissioners court 
announced a county- 
wide burn ban two 
weeks ago. It prohibits 
any outside burning of 
trash or anything. 

The ban remains in 
effect despite the few 
showers the county has 
received. The ban runs 
for 90 days or until lift-
ed. The commissioners 
can reinstate the ban at 
the end of its duration 
as conditions so dictate.

Not enough moisture 
has been widespread 
throughout the county 
to lift the ban, according 
to county officials.

Karnes County 
Volunteer Fire Chief 
Charles Malik said, 
“Since the ban, we have 
had fires due to the ille-
gal outside burning.

“We need to get the 
word out to the public 
that the ban is still in 
effect.”

Lonesome Dove Fest begins Friday
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES COUNTY  – The 
26th annual Lonesome Dove 
Fest will take wing beginning 
Friday at the Karnes County 
Youth Show Barn.  

The event runs through 
Saturday with a parade 

through downtown Karnes City 
scheduled for Saturday morn-
ing at 10 o’clock and entertain-
ment and exhibits for everyone 
running through the day and 
into the night.

All members of the Karnes 
City Rotary Club and the many 
volunteers have worked almost 

year long in preparation for the 
event that welcomes in the dove 
hunting season to the area. The 
Fest is known statewide and 
even draws a few avid hunters 
from out of state.

The event actually kicks off 
this year with a Black Gold 
Shoot-out on Thursday morn-

ing, as teams vie for top honors 
in a clay bird shooting contest. 
The special event has several 
sponsors and company teams 
will be competed for bragging 
rights as the ‘top guns’ in the 
county.

Friday’s designated Youth 
Day at the Fest from 8 a.m. 

until 3 p.m. as bus loads of 
youngsters will have a chance 
to visit and catch education-
al exhibits throughout the 
grounds at the Youth Show 
Barn.

“Youth Day gives the kids a 
chance to learn a little bit more 

(See Dove, 10A)

Contributed photo

This is the photo that hangs on the hall at the Kenedy City Hall. It depicts a parade of Shriners in 1914 that was hosted by the local Masonic Lodge and the Eastern Star organization from Kenedy. City 
officials said the accusation the photo included Ku Klux Klan members is inaccurate of the early history of Kenedy.

Accusations cause turmoil at Kenedy City Hall
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – A complaint 
was received recently at 
a Victoria television sta-
tion that a “racist” pic-
ture hangs in the hallway 
at the Kenedy City Hall, 
depicting Ku Klux Klan 
members.

Kenedy Mayor James 

Sutton was asked for an 
interview regarding the 
photo after the reporter 
first traveled to Kenedy 
to see the photo herself. 
Her email request stated 
the station wanted  both 
sides of the story, but if 
Sutton was not available 
or denied the interview or 
response request, the sta-

tion would be running the 
story again of the KKK 

photo at Kenedy City 
Hall.

The email to Sutton 
ended with the follow-
ing:  “If we don’t get a 
response we will keep the 
community informed that 
we still haven’t received a 
comment from you.”

Earlier in the email to 
Sutton, the reporter stat-
ed, “Now the community 
is urging a response from 

you about this photo.”
Sutton answered via an 

email letter containing 
his response.

“My understanding is 
the picture referenced 
has been at City Hall for 
many years. No one ana-
lyzed the picture, no one 
did any research on the 

(See Historic, 10A)

People’s Choice winner – Robert Burton Wilson County winner – Mavis Woodard

Karnes County winner – Eric Dziuk

San Antonio River 
Authority exhibits 
River Clicks photo 
contest winners

Contributed information
SAN ANTONIO – In the 

spring of 2019, the San 
Antonio River Authority host-
ed its second annual public 
photo contest, featuring sub-
missions from Bexar, Wilson, 
Karnes and Goliad counties. 

Eric Dziuk from Karnes 
County won this area’s top 
choice with his photograph of 
the falls near Falls City.

The contest sought to high-
(See SARA, 10A)

Let the FeatherS FLy...

The shooting sports 
are a large part of 
Lonesome Dove this 
weekend. The 26th 
annual event kicks 
off with a parade 
Saturday morning. On 
right, a girl gets touch 
a snake during one of 
last year’s events.

Joni Rippstein Huwe photo

Contributed photo

‘It goes back to my childhood, I 
remember seeing the photograph 
in question and I don’t remember 
anyone saying it contained anything 
about the Ku Klux Klan.’

 — James Sutton, Kenedy mayor


