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WEEKLY WEATHER
OUTLOOK – HOT ... 
                    and a slight chance of showers. 
 
THU — 30% chance of showers. High 99. Low 77. 
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 98. Low 77.
SAT — 20% chance of showers. High 98. Low 78. 
SUN — HOT. High 98. Low 78. 
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Caprock photo

The proposed solar farm would consist of 7,000 panels spread over 2,100 acres producing 258 megawatts of electrical power, or 680,000 megawatt hours each year.

Company plans $300M 
   solar power array 
         near Tuleta

GOLIAD

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

An Austin-based company 
is hoping to erect a multimil-
lion-dollar solar farm in Goliad 
County.

Bill Webber, executive vice 
president of the Caprock 
Renewables Company, briefed 

county commissioners who met 
in a special session for his pre-
sentation Friday, Aug. 9.

Site of the proposed farm is 
on 2,100 leased acres in the 
extreme west side of the county 
near the U.S. Navy’s landing 
field, the former Goliad County 
Airport.

The site is adjacent to an elec-
trical transmission line leading 
to the Coleto Power plant.

In his presentation, Webber 
said that when constructed, the 
7,000 solar panels would be 
expected to generate 258 mega-
watts of electricity, amount-
ing to almost 680,000 annual 

mega-watts.

Webber said his company 
already had notified Homeland 
Security, the U.S. Navy, the 
Department of Defense and the 
Federal Aviation Agency of its 
intention to build the farm in 
proximity to the Navy landing 
field.

He noted that most people, 
hearing about solar panels, 
think of units placed on the roof 
of houses or on a pole to power 
a water pump.

“This is big business. We are 
investing between $275 and 
$320 million in this,” he said.

Meth bust yields big drug haul 
By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

This methamphet-
amine bust could be the 
biggest one ever, accord-
ing to Refugio County 
Sheriff Pinky Gonzales.

An SUV was stopped for 
speeding in front of Our 
Lady of Refuge Catholic 
Church just before noon 
on Wednesday, Aug. 7.

Gonzales said a hidden 
compartment was discov-
ered underneath the car.

He said 122.9 pounds 
– not grams, not ounces 
– pounds of crystal meth 
was in the hidden com-
partment.

“We have never 
seized that much meth,” 
Gonzales said.

Gonzales called the 
crystal meth a “stimulant 

that is very dangerous – a 
strong drug.”

The case is under inves-
tigation.

“We are working with 

other agencies, so the case 
is pending,” he said.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor 
at the  Advance-Guard Press and can 
be reached at 361-526-2397, or at refu-
gio@mySouTex.com.
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Almost 123 pounds of methamphetamine was discovered in a hidden compartment of an SUV that 
was speeding in front of Our Lady of Refuge Catholic Church last week. Sheriff Pinky Gonzales said 
the bust was the largest he has seen in Refugio County.

Hurricane forecasts 
revised – upward
By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Both the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
and Colorado State 
University’s hurricane 
forecast team have 
revised their 2019 season 
forecasts.

A deterioration in 
the eastern Pacific of 
the El Niño condition – 
which restricts tropical 
storm formation in the 
Caribbean – has forced 
the forecast revision.

“Conditions now are 
more favorable for above-

normal hurricane activity 
because El Niño now has 
ended,” says Neil Jacobs, 
acting NOAA adminis-
trator.

Two named storms 
have formed so far this 
season; “the peak months 
of the hurricane season 
– August and September 
– now are underway,” 
Jacobs notes.

Initially, NOAA had 
predicted 12 to 14 named 
storms, four to eight 
developing into hurri-
canes and of those, two 
to four developing into 
major hurricanes.

Advance-Guard Press 
staff

Goliad County com-
missioners Monday 
initiated a burn ban 
for the county.

The decision follows 
the county’s Keetch-
Byram Drought Index 
reaching between 600 
and 700.

The index is a mea-
sure of drought condi-
tions that factors in 
precipitation and soil 
moisture.

Most counties 
declare a burn ban 
when the index is 
above 500.

Some burning oper-
ations are allowed 
under the ban, but 
only by permit issued 
by Goliad Fire Chief 

Woodsboro’s Mayor 
Kay Roach takes 

flight in the Bell 
UH-1E Iroquois Huey 

Helicopter at last 
Saturday’s Purple 
Heart recognition 

ceremonies. The Huey, 
which was used dur-
ing the Vietnam War 

era, was brought in by 
Grunt Style in honor of 
Purple Heart recipients 
for a “Last Ride” which 

the public had access 
to ride for a fee, view 

and photo opportuni-
ty at no charge. More 

photos on 13A.
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County 
under 

burn ban

GOLIAD

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

The new owners of the Wood 
Mansion in Bayside conducted 
a presentation seeking input 
on the mansion’s use Saturday, 
Aug. 10.

The presentation was held at 
the Bayside Community Center 

with 65 people in attendance.
The two San Antonio broth-

ers – Jon and Noah Breeden – 
said they have a tentative plan 
for the mansion’s use, which 
would establish their goal of 
making the historic 1875 man-
sion public accessible.

Initial plans include making 
the second floor’s  four bed-
rooms into airbnb rooms, as 

well as the larger back room 
into an airbnb suite.

The first floor would house a 
museum in three large rooms. 
The smaller room would serve 
as office space for the Bayside 
Historical Society.

The larger room on the first 
floor could be used for meet-
ings, events and other venues.

The existing kitchen would 
be refurbished, as well as the 
laundry room and the rest room.

The brothers set out sticky 
notes so ideas could be writ-
ten down and then pasted on a 
board.

They had three categories for 
ideas: historical connections; 

Wood House owners want mansion public access

REGIONAL

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Wind swirling around 
the house, roaring all the while, noises coming from 
broken things? Betty “Bebe” Castellano remem-
bers it well, but she real-
ly doesn’t like to think 
about that night when 
Hurricane Harvey sat on 
top of Refugio County – 
Aug. 25, 2017.

“Yes, we were up all 
night. I was with my 
93-year-old mother and 
my son’s family in my son’s house,” Castellano said.

Castellano receives 
new home on Swift St.

BAYSIDE

REFUGIO

(See Solar, 16A)

(See Hurricane, 16A)

(See Wood, 9A)

(See Burn, 16A)(See Woman, 16A)

REFUGIO

‘It was awesome 
... I really appreci-
ated it. It is unbe-
lievable.’

 — Betty Castellano


