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Mathis PD unDer fire
By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – At Monday’s Mathis 
City Council meeting, several resi-
dents and an ex-employee came 
forward during the public forum 
to give their thoughts on recent 
actions by the police department, 
seeking more than answers from 
the council, but from the chief of 

police and city manager as well.

After a former employee opened 
up the public forum (more on that 
next week), a resident stood and 
recalled a phone call with former 
Animal Control Officer Tommy 
Patterson about a dog that was 
chained up. She said she was talk-
ing to Patterson on the phone when 

someone came on the line and 
began yelling at her before hanging 
up on her. She claimed that it was 

Police chief presents action plan amid public scrutiny

Mathis Police Chief Pete Saenz addresses 
the public’s concerns about the local 

police officers as well as the entire depart-
ment at Monday’s city council meeting.
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(See Mathis, 3A)

By Claudia Rivas
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – Jesse Dolin 
has always wanted to be 
an educator. Since grad-
uating from college and 
becoming a fifth-grade 
teacher at Tuloso-Midway 
Intermediate School in 
2004, Dolin has fulfilled 
his dream of teaching.

After eight years of 
teaching, Dolin decid-
ed to continue his edu-
cation and earn his 
Master in Education 
Administration from 
Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi as a part-
time student. He has then 
been principal of Mathis 
Elementary for the past 
four years.

“I didn’t get into the 
role of principal to get 
away from kids – teach-
ing them was my dream 
job,” Dolin said. “But I 
knew that I would be able 
to make a larger impact 
across a larger number of 
students if I helped facili-
tate for the teachers who 
are working with them 
and changing their lives 
every day.”

As principal, Dolin 
engages with students 
daily. Each morning, he 
stands by the front door 
of Mathis Elementary to 
greet students as they 
enter the building.

“A lot of children lack 
confidence; the confidence 
to even say hello to some-
one. So that’s something 
I try to encourage in my 
students,” Dolin said. 

Dolin, will graduate on 
Dec. 15 alongside 832 stu-
dents, and will receive a 
Doctorate in Educational 
Leadership.

Dolin’s doctoral dis-
sertation is titled “The 
Relationship Between 
Teacher Leadership and 
Student Testing Scores.”

In the study, he sur-
veyed teachers from two 
districts involved in test-

ing, such as the STAAR 
or EOC tests, in order 
to find their leadership 
competency. Dolin then 
compared the results of 
the teachers’ leadership 
competency results to the 
students’ test scores. 

Dolin discovered teach-
ers with higher leader-
ship competency scores 
had students with better 
testing performance. 

He hopes his research 
will help teachers bet-
ter integrate leader-
ship behaviors into their 
instruction so they can 
better engage with their 
students.

Contributed photo

Fall 2018 outstanding graduate and Mathis Elementary Principal 
Jesse Dolin is earning an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership.Del Mar students 

deliver hope to foster 
children this season

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

CORPUS CHRISTI –  
Last Wednesday, students 
from Del Mar College’s 
Early Childhood Club 
and Child Development/
Early Childhood program 
presented 41 duffel bags, 
called “sweet cases,” to 
representatives of the 
Foster Angels of South 

Texas Foundation.

Each bag was filled with 
essential items the stu-
dents collected for local 
foster children, includ-
ing blankets, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, 

clothing and stuffed ani-
mals.

Using their own money, 
students began purchas-
ing “sweet cases” this fall 
and collecting donations 
from faculty and staff at 
DMC as well as the area 
community.

Originally the group 
had hoped to fill at least 

20 bags before the drive 
ended on Nov. 30, but 
with an overwhelm-
ing show of support and 
donations, they were able 
to fill 41 with boxes of 
extra donations still left 
over.

Everything, includ-
ing the extra donations, 
were given to the Foster 
Angels of South Texas 
Foundation.

Valdar the Viking was 
on hand to ham it up as 
well as assist with the 
presentation.

“Traditionally, children 
in foster care are given 
two trash bags for their 
belongings as they enter 
the system or transition 
within foster care,” said 
Dr. Amy Mintz, DMC 
associate professor of 

child development/early 
childhood. “That’s very 
sad, and it has an under-
lying message that they 
are not worthy individu-
als. We hope these dona-
tions will help to ‘sweet-
en’ their lives.

“We had many people 
from the community stop 
by with bags of donations. 

“It really was a commu-
nity-wide effort.”

Mathis Elementary 
principal reaches 
doctorate milestone

Not only did the Del Mar College students in the Early Childhood Club and Child Development/
Early Childhood program collect all of the donations for the duffel bags, they also hand delivered 
them to the Foster Angels of South Texas reps’ vehicles.
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Dr. Amy Mintz, Del Mar College associate professor of Child Development/Early Childhood, stu-
dents in the Early Childhood Club and Child Development/Early Childhood program along with 
Foster Angels of South Texas Foundation representatives and DMC faculty members and Valdar 
the Viking attended the presentation of the 41 “sweet cases” neatly packed in duffel bags ready 
to be delivered.

With the temperature hanging around in 
the 50s this past Saturday, the weather was 
perfect for keeping the snow from melting 
at the annual Christmas in Portland event 
at the Portland Community Center. Kids 
rode tubes down a snow slide, romped in 
the nearby snow park outside, while inside 

everyone stayed warm and played numerous 
games and made all sorts of edible crafts. 
Santa Claus was on hand for photos while 
the Grinch, Rudolph, Mrs. Claus and more 
wandered around giving high-fives to fans 
and causing littler ones to run in fear. (See 
more photos on Page 10A)
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Portland slides into Christmas
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