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WEEKLY WEATHER
 
OUTLOOK – STILL MORE SUMMER, WHICH MEANS HOT 
 
THU — 30% chance of showers. High 93. Low 74.
FRI — 20% chance of showers. High 94. Low 73
SAT — Sunny. High 96. Low 73.
SUN — Sunny. High 95. Low 74. 
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GISD board  SRO debate: Superintendent Dave Plymale. Board President Brandon Huber and Baard Trustee Trey Wimberly GISD.

GISD to sheriff:

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

School district board members 
Monday rejected the latest contract 
proposal from Goliad Sheriff Kirby 
Brumby for a school resource offi-
cer (SRO).

Earlier the same day, at the com-
missioners court session, Brumby 
read into the record part of his 
most recent proposal.

At a previous court session, 
Brumby told commissioners the 
negotiations with GISD were 
stalled, warning the court that 
without progress GISD “might 
not have a SRO officer this school 
year.”

The original contract – which 
expired in 2018 and has since been 
carried over on a month-by-month 
basis – concerns salary payments 

for SRO Mike Krucenski.
Under the original contract, the 

county billed GISD for 75 percent 
of Krucenski’s time based on a 
nine-month school year. The rest 
of the time, he works as a sheriff’s 
deputy.

Negotiations for a new contract 
occurred last month when Brumby, 
Sheriff’s Capt. John Pape, GISD 
Superintendent Dave Plymale and 
GISD Board President Brandon 
Huber met at La Bahia Restaurant.

According to Plymale, the nego-
tiations seemed on track and pro-
ductive.

For instance, GISD bookkeep-

ers reported that instead of billing 
GISD for 75 percent of the SRO 
salary, the district had been billed 
for 100 percent. Pape conceded the 
mistake, blaming the error on the 
turnover in county administra-
tions.

But, on July 22, Pape mailed 
Plymale a letter indicating that 
Goliad County Judge Mike Bennett 
has asked Pape to provide Plymale 
with an updated SRO intelocal 
agreement that upped GISD’s sal-
ary requirements to 90 percent.

“I was blindsided,” Plymale said.
The letter justified the increase 

because of “operation changes” and 
“a change in the county’s execu-
tive officer, (that)Judge Bennett 
thought (the changes) should be 
memorialized in this agreement.”

Bennett told commissioners the 

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A rash of break-ins 
in Bayside halted after 
Sheriff Pinky Gonzales 
arrested one youth 
and then three more 
Wednesday, Sept. 4.

Gonzales said Thomas 
Albright, 18, had moved 
into his late grandfather’s 
trailer in Bayside, and 
five others soon joined 
him.

They had no car or jobs.
“At least one of them 

is a runaway from 
Bandera,” Gonzales said.

Apparently, the youths 
were dropped off in 
Bayside by one of their 
mothers, he said.

After the teens arrived, 
the break-ins began. Both 
the Bayside First Baptist 
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Kathy Smartt said the 
Gulf of Mexico Energy 
Security Act may pay 
Refugio County indirectly  
around $250,000 yearly 
on oil royalties from the 
Gulf of Mexico.

On Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 10, Smartt said 
the royalties first go to 
the Texas General Land 
Office in a lump sum of 
around $46 million before 
it is divvied out to coastal 
counties.

She said last year 
Refugio County received 
$268,000.

“It is based on the 
amount of oil produced 
from the Gulf,” she said.

“It is an environmental 
program,” she added.

Smartt said the money 
can be used any place in 
the county.

“You don’t need permis-
sion from anybody, but 
you should keep a good 
record of how it is spent. 
You can always be audit-
ed,” she noted.

The money can be used 
to pay for conservation 
projects, storm protection 
projects, habitat, emer-
gency operations center, 
mitigation damage, plan-
ning assistance (not more 
than 3%), applying for 
grants, any kind of boat-
ing for kids (bus costs to 
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‘We’re still in negotia-
tion, just passing docu-
ments back and forth.’

 — Dave Plymale

When life seems to turn on one, a 
sense of fear for oneself sets in.

Mary Ann Garay knows very well the feel-
ing.

Hurricane Harvey turned Garay’s life top-
sy-turvey on Aug. 25, 2017.

Her home was so damaged when the hurri-
cane hit more than two years ago, she didn’t 
know what to do.

“I was scared,” she said,  with tears well-
ing up.

Garay’s ordeal ended,  and a new chapter 
in her life began Wednesday, Sept. 4.

At the urging of Refugio businesswoman 
Dana Alsop and others, the Golden Crescent 
Habitat for Humanity stepped in with help 

BY TIM DELANEY
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Mary Garay holds Chiquita, her chihuahua, at her new house 
dedication in Refugio on Aug. 25.
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A pinata is one of many Hispanic artifacts on display at the 
Market House Museum. More photos on Page 11A.
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By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

School trustees 
approved a 2019-
20 budget, includ-
ing  funds provided by 
the Legislature to give 
teachers a raise, accord-
ing to Superintendent 
Janice Sykora.

The total budget 
for expenditures was 
$7.289 million.

Because the revenues 
from local, state and 
federal government  
totaled $7.792 million, 
the budget is balanced. 
The plus difference will 
be added to the fund 
balance.

Sykora said the dis-
trict’s goal is to stay 
within the board 
approved budget.

The public hearing 
was held Monday, Aug. 
26. Following that hear-
ing, the board went into 
a regular meeting to 
approve the proposed 
budget and adopt a 
2019-20 tax rate.

The proposed tax rate 
that was adopted by the 
school board trustees 
was $1.4 cents for every 
$100 of assessed prop-

erty.
That rate was lower 

than the $1.51 cents 
2018-19 rate.

The 2019-20 effective 
tax rate was set at $1.44 
cents for every $100 of 
assessed property – 
slightly higher than the 
adopted rate.

Tim Delaney is the Refugio editor at 
the  Advance-Guard Press and can be 
reached at 361-526-2397, or at refugio@
mySouTex.com.
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