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By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – A 38-year-old Beeville man 
caught driving a stolen pickup truck Monday 
morning is in custody in another county facing 
charges there.

Police Chief Robert J. Bridge said the theft 
of a 2004 Chevrolet Suburban pickup was first 
reported at 4:15 a.m. on Nov. 25 by a resi-
dent of the Normandy Apartments at 1200 E. 
Houston St.
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Home for THanksgiving

The sixth-grade students at St. 
Mary’s Academy Charter School 
won first place with the electric 
race car they built this year, but 

it comes with a caveat.
“We were the only middle school that 

showed up,” said Ken Nagle, who head-
ed the building of this race car by the 
students. “There are nine or 10 middle 
schools that have race cars that could 
have entered.”

The race was at the Texas Greenpower 
F24 Series at the Motor Speedway Resort 
Houston in Angleton Nov. 17 and 18. 
Three students were competing in the 
intermediate category.

Without competition in their own age 
group, these students took the track to 
compete with the high school students.

“We didn’t finish last,” Nagle said. Out 
of nine, they came in eighth.

There has a been a huge effort to get kids 
interested in STEM. Generally speaking, stu-
dents don’t enroll in engineering and com-
puter science. One of the primary reasons is 
they don’t feel like they are smart enough.

 — Ken Nagle, SMACS teacher

Story & photos by Jason Collins

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – For many, the 
holidays are no longer a special 
time of year as loved ones pass 
or family is hundreds of miles 
away.

John Gutierrez knows this, 
which is why he wanted to do 

his part to bring that feeling 
home back for so many here in 
Beeville.

From 2-4 p.m. Thursday, 
Julio’s Cafe will open its doors 

for a free Thanksgiving meal.

“This is something I have 
wanted to do for a long time,” 
he said. “Since I lost my mom, 
Thanksgiving and the holidays 

have never been the same.”

Rachel Gutierrez died in 
April 2018, leaving an empty 
place at the dinner table. 

A question plagued his mind. 

“What can I do to put a smile 
on other peoples’ faces?” he 
thought.

It was time to do what he had 
been thinking about for year.

When he told friends Marco 
Garcia, Wally Rodriguez and 

All invited for holiday meal

Sewer plant 
in danger of 
shutting down

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – City Council members expressed 
concern Monday night over a report that a man-
hole structure had collapsed at the Moore Street 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

City Manager Joe B. Montez explained that 
the structure needed to be repaired immediately 
because if further damage occurs it could shut 
down the flow of wastewater into the plant.

Eric Villarreal of LNV Engineering explained 
that he had been contacted soon after the damage 
was discovered and he began looking for a contrac-
tor to repair the damage.

The engineer told the council that he was able 
to contact Mercer Construction, an Edna-based 
engineering and construction company that has 
performed work for the city often.

David Gregory, a supervisors for Mercer, was at 
the meeting and he described the problem for the 
council.

Damage found last 
month, not repaired

Gary Kent photo

City Councilman Brian Watson expresses concern during a 
council meeting Monday night when it was said that the 
damage at the wastewater plant was discovered Oct. 14. 
Repairs, deemed an emergency, have yet to be made.

Police find stolen 
truck within hour, 
driver in custody

St. Mary’s students 
learning hands-on 
with STEM project

(See Gutierrez, 7A)

(See Manhole, 7A)

(See Peters, 7A)

(See SMACS, 7A)

Ken Nagle, teacher at St. Mary’s Academy Charter School, gives instructions 
to one of the first student drivers of the classes’ race car. Below, the students 
secure their helmets. On bottom right, students put the finishing touches on 
their car before the race. At top, a student races another car in an exhibition 
run the Friday before their Nov. 17 and 18 race in Angleton.
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