
To subscribe, 
contact circulation at:

 361-358-2550

Get breaking news and more 
online at:

 www.mysoutex.com
Be sure to

follow us on @mysoutex Sou
Tex

my

.c
om

Sou
Tex

.c
om

Vol. 127, No. 52, Two Sections, 16 pages  Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2018 www.mysoutex.com Weekly - 75¢

Reyeses celebrate 50 years together, overcome tragedies
By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

Fifty years ago, one day before 
Christmas, Sylvester and Janie 
Reyes made a decision that would 
keep them together for the rest of 
their lives.

Together they overcame the 
Vietnam War, the loss of two chil-
dren and other hurdles that come 
with marriage. After 50 years, 
Janie was ready for a giant ring 
and a huge celebration.

Four days after Christmas, Dec. 
29, Janie and Sylvester will cele-
brate their 50th anniversary at 820 
Bar on Saturday. They’re expecting 
hundreds of attendees.

“We have so many friends, that 
I would hate to deny anybody to 
come,” Janie said. “For my hus-
band’s birthday, we had 400 peo-
ple. My daughter ordered 125 invi-
tations.

“Everybody likes to come for the 
music, the food — the more, the 
merrier.”

Vietnam War
The couple met at a carnival in 

Karnes City in 1967 and eloped on 
Dec. 24, 1968.

“We dated for a little longer 
than a year before we decided to 
elope two weeks before Sylvester 
deployed to Vietnam with the 
United States Army,” Janie said. 

“My mom was so mad; my dad 
didn’t talk to me for a week.

“But we eloped because he want-
ed to make sure that when he left 
for Vietnam, I was going to be here 
waiting for him.”

The two wrote back and forth for 
a year, until Janie received a letter 
informing her that Sylvester was 
shot in 1969.

“He got shot on his mouth and his 
arm. He said he didn’t know about 
his mouth, he just felt something 
hot,” Janie said. “I was very ner-
vous and freaking out. The letter 
said he was going to San Antonio, 
so I went there to find him.” Contributed photo

Sylvester and Janie Reyes after getting married in 1968.
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Brandon White looks into the Escondido Creek following the groundbreaking. Eighteen months from now, a park will be built around the creek.

Escondido Creek Parkway breaks ground
By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

KENEDY  — Eighteen 
months from now, Karnes 
County will be home to one 
of the San Antonio River 
Authority’s most impressive 
parks.

A little more than seven 
years after talks began about 
the Escondido Creek Parkway 
project, Darrell Brownlow, 
chairman of SARA’s board, 
was excited to finally break 
ground on the park with his 
team on Dec. 20.

More than 100 commu-
nity members attended the 
groundbreaking ceremony, 
including city and county offi-
cials.

“It’s not exactly the best 
hair day,” Brownlow said, jok-
ing about the windy condi-
tions. “With the creation of 
Escondido Park, we will have 
accomplished a long-term goal 
to have a tremendous park in 
each of the four counties rep-
resented by SARA.

“We all truly believe that 
the Escondido Parkway 

Project will be one of the shin-
ing gems; this is a terrific 
thing.”

Funding the project
The project is an interlocal 

agreement between the City of 
Kenedy and the San Antonio 
River Authority, which was 
selected as project manager, 
Gaylon Oehlke, a SARA board 
member, said.

“SARA mentioned they’ve 
always wanted a park pres-
ence in Karnes County,” 
Oehlke said. “We thought we 
could be a part owner of this 
park with the City of Kenedy, 
so we entered a 99-year lease.”

Part of the lease is that the 
San Antonio River Authority 

Getting started

Gaylon Oehlke cuts the ribbon for the Escondido Creek Parkway. Beside him 
is Christina Benavides, a member of the Escondido Creek Parkway Fund-
raising Committee.

KC police 
chief to 
serve on 
MDT
By Jonathan Adams
Karnes Countywide Editor

One of the greatest hon-
ors for Karnes City Police 
Chief Eddie Salas was when 
he was selected to serve on 
a Statewide Multi-disciplinary 
Team (MDT) last month. 

Salas, a founding member of 
the Children’s Alliance of South 
Texas in Floresville,  is one of 
20 members of 
the statewide 
group, and 
currently one 
of only five law 
enforcement 
representa-
tives selected 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the entire 
state. 

He is the only representative 
from a rural city, which he said 
gives him a unique perspective.

“In bigger agencies they have 
a task force,” he said. “In a 
small department, the officer 
handles a call. We start it from 
beginning to end, unless we 
run into a wall. That’s when 
an investigator or a supervisor 
will assist.” 

Statewide MDT
Child abuse cases involve a 

multitude of disciplines respon-
sible for preliminary intake, 
investigation and prosecution. 

Participants include the 
Department of Family and 
Protective Services, law 
enforcement, prosecutors, chil-
dren’s advocacy centers, men-
tal health professionals and 
medical professionals, among 
others.

Because each entity has its 
own jurisdiction, priorities, 
subculture and resources, 
issues such as poor communi-
cation and a lack of informa-
tion sharing could happen. 

This may lead to missed 
opportunities, which is where 
county-based MDTs come into 
play. 

These teams represent every 
DFPS region in the state, more 
than 240 district and county 
attorney’s offices, over 1,000 
law enforcement jurisdictions, 
and numerous medical and 
mental health professionals 
across Texas.

Multi-disciplinary teams 
strengthen the joint investi-
gations process in pursuit of 
established shared goals, Salas 
said.

“We support everybody’s 
ideas about what needs to be 
done and what needs to be 
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