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Because state said so

College 
planning 
Fourth 
celebration
By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Fireworks and the Fourth go 
hand in hand, and Coastal Bend College is again 
ensuring the night sky is lighted with an array of 
pyrotechnic colors.

The events on the college’s campus Thursday  
begin well before this illuminating show though. 

A water slide, moon jump and games will be 
featured on the lawn by Joe Hunter Field begin-
ning at 3 p.m.

“We are also going to give away free hot dogs 
and juice,” said Bernie Saenz, spokesman for 
Coastal Bend College. “Everything is going to be 
free. We want everyone to come out and enjoy 
the day.”

At 5 p.m., the softball games begin pitting the 
city against the county.

At 6 p.m., the hot dog eating competition kicks 
off with prizes for the winners.

Then at 6:30 p.m., another softball game 

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Bee County offi-
cials are well into their budget 
planning as they work to afford 
an additional $700,000 for jail 
employees and dispatchers.

“We have in our budget the 
number of jailers that are need-
ed for the new jail to have it 
fully staffed, as well as add-

ing the dispatchers that will 
bring us to having two on shift 
every shift,” said County Judge 
Stephanie Moreno.

This was one of the largest 
new expenses being tackled by 
the judge and commissioners, 

to
savings
Roadto

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – The City Council’s 
biggest proponent for hiring contrac-
tors to update city streets balked 
Tuesday night after seeing the price.

Mayor Pro Tem Benny Puente Jr. 
joined his fellow councilmen in tak-
ing no action on an agenda item 
that would have called for the city to 
seek bids from contractors for street 
improvements.

Puente had brought up the matter 
at the council’s June 11 meeting, say-
ing he had been hearing complaints 
on the results of the repaving work 
performed on one of the busiest sec-
tions of North Adams Street.

City Manager Joe B. Montez point-
ed out that it had cost the city $75,000 
to make repairs and then repave the 
street between East Inez Street and 
the FM 351 East Bypass near the 
Walmart Supercenter parking lot.

When Puente asked Montez and 
Director of Public Works Albert 

Councilman questions 
Adams Street paving

Gary Kent photos

This is what North Adams Street looks like after the city repaired parts of the existing pavement and resurfaced it using the hot-mix/
cold-lay method of repaving the roadway between East Inez Street and the FM 351 loop. Some city residents have been critical of 
the method but City Manager Joe B. Montez and City Director of Public Works Albert Bridge are defending the job because of the 
savings to city taxpayers. 

A city pav-
ing crew 
operates a 
rented rock 
spreading 
machine dur-
ing work on 
North Adams 
Street in front 
of A.C. Jones 
High School. 
The City 
Council took 
no action on 
an agenda 
item Tuesday 
night that 
would have 
required the 
city to hire a 
contractor 
at a cost of 
an estimated 
$1.6 million. 

Legislative mandates cutting into county budget

Gary Kent photo

The girls were ahead of the boys as this group of young-
sters took off to run the bases between softball games 
at Joe Hunter Field during last year’s Independence Day 
Celebration at Coastal Bend College. The event is planned 
again for Thursday.

Field oF Flowers This field of sunflowers was planted in a multi-acre field 
at Viggo Road and Lehman Drive. The owner of the field 
could not reached, but neighbors said it was planted this 
way last year for bird hunting.
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