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By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – It took a recount and a 
wait of several days, but about 2 p.m. Friday, 
May 17, Felipe Martinez was officially named 
the mayor of Three Rivers following a close 
election win over the 
incumbent mayor, Sam 
Garcia.

Martinez, who had 
served two terms as 
mayor in the early 2000s, 
defeated Garcia by a total 
of 10 votes. Martinez 
held a nine-vote advan-
tage over Garcia prior 
to the recount. The final 
count was 182 votes for 
Martinez and 172 for 
Garcia.

“Thank you, Lord – I’m glad it’s over,” 
Martinez said at Three Rivers City Hall after 
the votes were recounted.

“I’m ready to get to work for the city — ready 
to rock and roll.”

Martinez will be sworn in at a special meet-
ing of the council to be scheduled soon, said 
City Manager Thomas Salazar.

In the meantime, Mayor Pro Tem Patsy 
Roberts will fulfill the duties of the presiding 
officer of the council.

Jeff Osborne is the editor of The Progress. He can be 
reached at 361-786-3022 or theprogress@mysoutex.com.
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By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS 
– Heavy equipment 
already rumbled in the 
background, but Valero 
Refinery Three Rivers 
had a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the $12 mil-
lion administration build-
ing that is scheduled for 
completion by mid- to late 
2020.

Erik Simpson, vice 
president and general 
manager for the refinery, 
said the company is excit-
ed about this new chapter 
in its operations in Three 
Rivers.

“I arrived about a year 
and a half ago and have 
gotten to share a lot of 
successes with the com-
munity,” he said. “This 
refinery has been a big 
part of the Three Rivers’ 
community dating back 
to the 1970s,and in 2002 
it became part of Valero.

“Today marks another 
milestone in the refinery’s 
presence in Three Rivers. 

In 12 to 14 months, we 
will have a new adminis-
tration building that will 
house about 80 employ-

ees. I’d like to thank the 
city leadership for all their 
work during this process. 
We’ve had several meet-

ings the last few months 

to get to this point.”

The building helps to 

represent the company’s 
commitment to Three 
Rivers, and will be a vis-
ible reminder of the part-

nership between Three 
Rivers and Valero, he 
said.

Jeff Osborne photo

Valero employees shovel dirt during a groundbreaking on May 17 for the construction of a new $12 million administration building at the Valero Three Rivers Refinery. 
The building is expected to be completed by mid to late 2020, and is expected to provide office space, a clinic and fitness center.

(See Valero, 17A)

Three Rivers City Council 
adjusts to changes at top
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

THREE RIVERS – A 
Three Rivers City Council 
meeting on Wednesday, 
May 15, that started out 
without an official mayor 
or mayor pro tem still 
managed to result in sev-
eral accomplishments, 
although the city would 
have to wait a few more 
days to see who would be 
sworn in as mayor.

City Attorney Roxann 
Pais Cotroneo read the 
election results that 
showed Felipe Martinez 
received 183 votes for 
mayor, while Sam Garcia 
received 174.

On May 15, Garcia filed 
a petition for a recount 
of the votes. That met 
Garcia, who had been the 
mayor, had to step down 
and the position will 
remain vacant until the 
recount is completed.

Two council members 
were sworn in that night, 
however – Tommy House, 
who was re-elected to 
Place 4, and Becky Lopez, 

who was elected to Place 
5. Because Lopez defeat-
ed Sally Rodriguez, who 
had been mayor pro tem, 
the council was temporar-
ily left without a presid-
ing officer.

That was resolved when 
the council selected Patsy 
Roberts for the mayor pro 
tem post.

“Thank you, council, for 
your confidence in me,” 
Roberts said. “I greatly 
appreciate it and I’m hon-
ored.”

Garcia said he chose to 

contest the mayoral elec-
tion because the results 
were so close.

“The only reason why I 
put in for the recount was 
the results were by less 
than 10 votes,” Garcia 
said. “I’m thankful people 
came out to vote — that’s 
the main thing. That’s 
what government is all 
about.”

Asked for his response 
to the recount petition, 
Martinez said, “I’ll leave 
it in the good Lord’s 
hands.”

Live Oak County Judge 
Jim Huff swore in House 
and Lopez, and thanked 
them for their willingness 
to serve the community 
as elected officials.

Also at the meeting, 
the council heard a report 
from Jimmy Earnest, 
a representative for 
AEP Texas, regarding 
a request for an electric 
rate increase.

“AEP has filed with the 
Public Utility Commission 
for a rate increase and 
the city can accept this, 

decline it, suspend a 
decision or join with a 
firm representing others 
to fight it for us,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Salazar.

Earnest said since the 
last rate increase in 2006, 
the company has spent 
more than $6 million for 
upgrades and it is trying 
to enact the same electric 
rates across the state.

He said if the coun-
cil accepted the rate 
increase, rates would 
actually be cheaper by the 
end of 2020 than they are 
currently.

“Why would they be 
cheaper then?” Roberts 
asked.

“A transition to compe-
tition fee, which helped 
to compensate companies 
during deregulation, will 
be dropping off,” Earnest 
said.

Earnest said he actual-
ly preferred that the city 
deny AEP’s request for a 
rate increase.

Martinez wins 
mayor’s race

Martinez

Roberts

(See Council, 17A)

Officials dealing with slippery foes in smugglers
By Jeff Osborne
Progress staff

“Why don’t law enforce-
ment officials catch more 
of the people involved in 
human smuggling and 
drug smuggling opera-
tions?”

That is a question often 
asked by people who 
express concerns about 
how the border crisis is 
affecting South Texas, 
and it’s something offi-
cials in Live Oak and 
McMullen counties are 
aware of and deal with on 

a frequent basis.
“There’s a lot of misin-

formation out there, and 
a lot of people don’t under-
stand how complex this 
situation is,” said Scott 
Garris, an investigator 
for the McMullen County 
Sheriff’s Office. “There 
are multiple organiza-
tions involved in this, and 
they have people in San 
Antonio, the (Rio Grande) 
Valley and Houston.

“Whenever coyotes 
(smugglers) get away, it’s 
very irritating for us. We 

are doing what we can to 
deal with all the people 
being pushed into the 
U.S. right now when it’s 
gotten so bad.”

Because of how orga-
nized operations are, 
those involved in smug-
gling are often able to 
evade officers, and have 
help nearby that they 
can call upon whenever 
they bail out of a vehicle, 
Garris said.

Live Oak County 

Whether 
hiding 
people 

under tarps, 
in tool-

boxes or 
crammed in 
the cab of a 
truck, those 
involved in 
smuggling 
operations 
go to great 

lengths to 
avert law 

enforce-
ment.

Jeff Osborne photo (See Organized, 17A)


