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Three-year-old Emma Sturm tentatively touches a turtle at Wednesday’s ‘Animals in Space’ program at the Falls City Public Library as part 
of the library’s summer reading program for the area youngsters.

‘Animals 
in Space’ 
brought to 
Falls City 
Library
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

FALLS CITY – The animals that different 
countries have placed in space for research were 
the topic of conversation and viewing Thursday 
afternoon in Falls City.

The Research, Education, Propagation, 
Conservation and Outreach (REPCO) organiza-
tion from Minnesota provided the program as 
self-named Crocodile Crystal and her mother, 
Mother Nature Nancy, introduced to an eager 
audience of about 40 youngsters the various 
animal species which have been used to study 
the effects of weightlessness in space.

“Everybody has heard of Jurassic Park, 
right? Well, nobody will get eaten today,” said 
Crocodile Crystal as an introduction to bringing 
out her animals.

Crystal’s real name is Crystal Poyfair and it’s 
Nancy Poyfair who accompanies her and helps 
with the program’s presentations. The duo has 
been touring the country with their animals and 
show, stopping at numerous libraries along the 
way to entertain and educate the young readers.

The first animal presented to the attentive 
crowd was a toad. A volunteer from the audi-
ence was asked to come forward and make sure 

(See Space. 3A)

Local educator on path for doctorate and 
admission to two elite honor societies 

By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KENEDY – His name 
is James Douglas and he 
is a busy man, a very 
busy man. 

He teaches at Kenedy 
High School and has been 
with the district for four 
years, his fifth upcoming. 

Douglas started as 
an eighth-grade math 
instructor, but moved to 
the high school when a 
criminal justice instruc-
tor was needed.

“It will be neat that the 
seniors I will teach this 
upcoming year will be 
that first class of math 
students I had back in 
middle school,” Douglas 
said.

“I’ve known them 
for the last five years. 
Teaching is so much fun.”

He is also an adjunct 
professor at Coastal Bend 
College in Beeville with-
in the Criminal Justice 
department. In addition 
to teaching, he also works 
part time as a Karnes 
City police officer.

“It’s more of an on-call 
basis for events or when 
the department is short-
handed because of vaca-
tions or leaves,” Douglas 
said. 

Teaching and police 
work wouldn’t seem to 
leave much time for study-
ing or writing a thesis, 
but Douglas has almost 
completed his task.

Douglas will shortly 
earn his doctorate from 
Walden University in 
criminal justice. His dis-
sertation is in its last 
stage and examines the 
dropout rate and the 
underlying racial and 
gender bias thereof, state-
wide.

He received his bach-
elor’s degree and master’s 
from Purdue University. 
His undergraduate 
degree is in criminal 
justice and his master’s 
in criminal justice man-
agement. Douglas main-
tained a 3.91 grade point 
average (GPA) through 
his master’s degree.

“Just one B; it was ter-
rible. You are used to see-

ing all A’s and there pops 
up a B; it was horrible,” 
said Douglas with a hint 
of laughter.

“I chose Walden for my 
doctorate because of their 
vast network and passion 
for social change. All dis-
sertations must or should 
include aspects of social 
change,” Douglas said.

Once he receives his 
doctorate, he might con-
sider moving on from 
Kenedy.

“I hope to teach college 
in a large urban college 
or university some day,” 
he said about his aspira-
tions.

With all his academic 
James Douglas (See Educator, 3A)

Protests to appraisal evaluations ‘slightly up’ 
By Bruce Harper
Karnes Countywide staff

KARNES CITY – Inquiries as 
to the number of protests and the 
handling of those protests has been 
a topic of conversation over the 
past couple of weeks.

“It seems like they’ve sched-
uled everybody at the same 
time,” said one county land-
owner seeking to protest the 
evaluation received from the 
district office. The parking lot 
was packed and buzzing dur-
ing the middle of last week.

When Chief Appraiser Brian J. 
Stahl was asked about the situ-
ation, he explained, “Part of it 
has to do with the mineral and 
oil evaluations. We get the final 
producer information at the very 
last moment and we have to adjust 
accordingly. The  appraisers and 
experts on those oil royalties come 

from Houston and are only here for 
a short time frame.”

Stahl explained that of the num-
ber of protests recorded, maybe a 
50% number of those never show 
up for the scheduled meetings and 

another good sized percentage are 
settled before the protest hearing.

Of those that do show for a hear-
ing, “We handle them as fast as we 
can. I want everyone to get their 
say. If we can’t resolve the protest, 
the public does have the right to go 
before an appraisal review board,” 

said Stahl.
“We then meet with the  land 

owner and review the findings of 
the board.”

Evaluations countywide are up 
dramatically from 2015 when the 

total evaluation of property 
and mineral rights totaled 
$5.9B. That is a ‘B’ as in 
billion. Calculations for 2018 
put that value now at $7B.

The 2015 evaluation was 
right in the middle of an oil 
downturn and now the price 
and value of such property 

has again edged back up  each year 
since then.

The evaluations on homes and 
ranches are tough for the appraisal 
district .

“We don’t have a large volume of 
sales in the county for comparison. 

‘We do our best to let people 
be heard.’ 

 — Chief Appraiser Brian J. Stahl
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The Karnes County Appraisal District offices were busy last week 
as land owners protesting evaluations came to those offices to 
be heard.(See Appraisal, 3A)
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