
75¢
Serving Gregory, Mathis, Odem, Portland, Sinton and Taft and points in between

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND – The city of Portland has 
found itself a new assistant city manager in 
Giddings native Kathleen Weisenberger. 

She was named assistant city manager 
for Portland after former Assistant City 

Manager Brian DeLatte was named dep-
uty city manager earlier this year. 

“We’re always striving to improve our 
organization and provide better service 
to our citizens,” City Manager Randy 
Wright said. “Kathleen’s experience and 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

PORTLAND –  In mid-June, the 
Portland City Council held a workshop 
to discuss the city’s wastewater manage-
ment systems and how to operate it in 
the most efficient way possible. 

This included five steps the council 
would be looking at:

• Inflow and infiltration reduction

• Collection system rehabilitation and 
renewal

• Customer satisfaction

• Cost control

• Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) compliance

JA Engineering and its sub-consul-
tant Pipeline Analysis, LLC, completed 
a final Inflow and Infiltration Study of 
Portland’s wastewater system and held a 
presentation showing their results.

Their goal is to reduce flows to the 
system and to rehabilitate and renew the 
system and ensure customer satisfaction 
with the reduction of overflows and oper-
ate our system in a cost-effective manner 
and remain in TCEQ compliance.

“This study is critically important 
because every time we develop a proj-
ect for our wastewater treatment plant 
we’re delaying a necessity to do this 
$15 million wastewater treatment plant 
expansion,” Deputy City Manager Brian 
DeLatte said. “Every time we do a col-
lection system project and improve our 
system, the number of sanitary sewer 
overflows decrease.”

DeLatte added that every time there’s 
an overflow in the system the city gets 
fined by TCEQ. Back in 2012, they were 
fined $200,000 for an overflow incident.

“I would like to go over your collection 

By Paul Gonzales
The News of San Patricio staff

MATHIS – In April, Mathis 
Police Chief Pete Saenz stepped 
down and left the department 
without a leader.

Within a month’s time City 
Manager Mike Barrera found an 
interim police chief and now looks 
to make the choice a permanent 
one.

According to a press 
release received last 

week, Barrera offered Marshal 
Scott Roush the position of Mathis 

police chief which he accept-
ed. The release said Mathis 

By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – During 
commissioners court on 
Monday, Tony Lamberth, 
long-term recovery coor-
dinator from HELP 
Disaster Management, 
announced the organiza-
tion’s plan for long-term 
disaster recovery for San 
Patricio County.

“We are drafting a 
Post-Disaster Recovery 
Plan, which will define 

our remaining challeng-
es in recovery, and our 
desired path to overcome 
those challenges,” said 
Lamberth.

Two years after 
Hurricane Harvey hit the 
Coastal Bend area, com-
munities within the area 
are still in recovery.

According to National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Harvey 
is the second costliest 
hurricane in existence 
($125 billion).

In partnership with 
the Harte Institute 
at TAMUCC and San 
Patricio County, HELP 
Disaster Management has 

drafted a Post-Disaster 
Recovery Plan that will 
focus on incorporat-
ing “Whole Community 
Planning” into the pro-
cess.

Lamberth explained 
what “Whole Community 
Planning” means.

“A means by which 
residents, emergency 
management practitio-
ners, organizational and 
community leaders, and 
government officials can 
collectively understand 
and assess the needs of 
their respective commu-
nities and determine the 
best ways to organize and 
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County jail not ‘meth’ing around
By AJ Lopez
The News of San Patricio staff

SINTON – According to 
Sheriff Oscar Rivera, jail 
staff observed inmate Leann 
Thomas-Villa acting erratically 
on Tuesday morning. 

Thomas-Villa was in custody 
on a warrant for possession of 
synthetic marijuana.

Rivera said the jail staff con-
ducted a cell and strip search 
of the offender and discovered 
24 grams of methamphetamine 
found on Thomas-Villa. 

Unlike prisons, not every 

inmate is subject to a strip 
search at a county jail facility 
upon booking. 

“You gotta treat (inmates) 
differently. They’re still there 
(in jail), still a suspect. And so, 
the rules are different per se. 
As opposed to (an inmate)that 
has been convicted and (is in) 
prison,” Rivera said.

The sheriff stated a strip 
search wouldn’t be conduced on 
someone who had unpaid tick-
ets as opposed to someone that 
is in possession of a controlled 
substance. 

State regulations dictate who 
is subject to a strip search.

“There are specific guidelines  
that say a person is subject (to 
a strip search) if you have rea-
sonable belief if a person has 
contraband, or has a hidden 
weapon,” said Rivera.

According to Texas 
Administrative Code title 37, 
part 9, chapter 265, rule 265.2, 
“When facility personnel rea-
sonably believe it to be neces-
sary, inmates should undergo a 
thorough strip search for weap-
ons and contraband that may 
pose a threat to the security or 

safety of the facility. The strip 
search shall be conducted by 
jailer(s) or designated staff of 
the same gender in a reason-
able and dignified manner and 
place.”

Thomas-Villa now faces 
charges of a controlled sub-
stance in a correctional facility. 

According to Rivera, the 
offense committed by Thomas-
Villa is a felony. 

On a Facebook post, Rivera 
commented, “Glad jail staff was 
alert and prevented a bigger 
problem.” Thomas-Villa
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Tony Lamberth, long-term recovery coordinator from HELP Disaster Management, makes the pre-
sentation he is going to use when talking to the different municipalities within the county. 

Disaster recovery plan set for San Pat County

Mathis names police chief

Portland wastewater lines  
to get repaired, rehabbed

$pend millions  
to $ave millions
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Using small cameras to go underground and inspect wastewater lines can sometimes startle unex-
pected guests, like this rat found in a Louisiana sewer line, with a caption that read, "This is my world. 
You're just living in it." The short humorous video was used to close out the presentation.

Interim chief 
Roush joins 
department 
permanently

Mathis 
Mayor 
Ciri 
Villarreal, 
right, swears in 
Marshal Scott 
Roush as the 
new police chief 
at Monday's 
city council 
meeting. 
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