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By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Getting 
around parts of Beeville 
could be difficult for much 
of this summer.

Joe Hernandez, mainte-
nance supervisor for the 
local Texas Department of 
Transportation office, con-
firmed last week that a 

contractor will begin repav-
ing U.S. Highway 181 and 
U.S. Highway 59 through 
the heart of the city.

Hernandez said Friday 

that the contractor is 
expected to begin U.S. 
Highway 181 from the Bee 
Family Fun Center bowl-
ing alley at 3900 N. St. 
Mary’s St. to Cato Street 

and the beginning of state 
Highway 202.

That project is scheduled 
to begin on July 8 and will 
involve milling away the 
existing pavement on the 
highway and then repav-
ing it.

Hernandez said the 

Rough road ahead
State repaving highways 

through heart of city

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

PAWNEE – The effort to build a wind farm 
in north Bee County continues as staff with 
Lincoln Clean Energy hope to meet soon with 
county officials.

While not formally requested, it is expect-
ed that the company will request a tax abate-
ment from the county for the project.

Passage of that measure will be up to the 
residents there and the commissioner who 
represents them.

“I know two people that want to do this and 
live in the county,” Commissioner Dennis 
DeWitt told county leaders last week. “One 
of them is a large landowner. They more or 
less have been promised wind generators on 
their property. 

“That would probably give them about 
$7,000 or $8,000 a year per wind turbine.

“The other one owns about 40 acres.
“Everybody else in the northern part of 

the county does not want these to go in. So if 
and when it comes to commissioners, we will 
make an appropriate decision.”

A letter from Eric Barnett, director of 
development with Lincoln, to landowners 
reads, “We are still diligently working with 
landowners on lease terms and various 
changes to the form.

Wind farm 
meeting 
resistance
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Commissioner Dennis DeWitt says that residents in 
the Pawnee area are seemingly not in favor of a pro-
posed wind farm there. The company is currently leas-
ing land for the project.

By Ana Casas
Bee-Picayune contributor

BEEVILLE – The hardworking office 
of Texas Rio Grande Legal Aid (TRLA) 
welcomed a new criminal defense lawyer 
who is determined to make a big splash 
in Beeville after hopping several ponds to 
get here. 

Joe Stephens, a Melbourne, Australia 
native, found a new feeling of home after 
trading in his Gold Coast for the Gulf 
Coast of South Texas. 

Stephens grew up in a household of four 
children. His father, a writer, brought the 
family to the country’s capital following a 
writing job when Joe was just 7 years old. 

Stephens grew up and spent his primary 
and high school years in Washington, D.C. 

Following his high school commence-
ment, he attended Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tennessee, where he studied 
International Policy and Spanish. 

He received the Ingram Community 
Service and Academic scholarship to 

From Gold Coast to Gulf Coast
It was really in the 

last couple of years 
when I realized that 
I have this really 

amazing privilege of 
having a law degree.

— Joe Stephens

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – There are no bars in 
this jail.

“That is outdated technology,” said 
Chief Deputy Ronnie Jones.

Instead, concrete walls and a steel 
door keep inmates securely locked 
inside.

The cells in this $25 million jail and 
sheriff’s office are under constant moni-
toring thanks to a second floor “eye in 
the sky” system of windows. One person 
can monitor all of the cells in this wing.

But this isn’t all the cells. 
Down another hall are two 10-man 

dorms. 
Another area houses single-room 

cells — again without windows to the 
outside — for any inmate who “for any 

New jail holds modern design, features
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County Commissioner Sammy Farias, on right, and Sheriff Alden Southmayd tour the new jail which is nearing completion. It features more 
modern technology which reduces the number of jailers needed for the inmates.
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An employee works at the ceiling 
of one of the rooms inside the new 
jail which is still under construc-
tion. The jail no longer features the 
traditional iron cell bars. Concrete 
walls and steel doors keep inmates 
locked up.


