
INSIDE

Serving Refugio and Goliad Counties

Hog hunting
         —Page 9A

WEEKLY WEATHER
OUTLOOK – Heat and humidity will build across the South Texas 
                    including Independence Day. The heat Index may 
                    top 100 degrees in some locations along with daily 
                    chances of afternoon and evening showers. 
THU — Party sunny. High 91. Low 77.
FRI — Mostly sunny. High 93. Low 76.
SAT — Mostly sunny. High 93. Low 76. 
SUN — Mostly sunny. High 93. Low 78. 
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Wood Mansion headed for restoration

After Hurricane Harvey 
ransacked Bayside, most 
people who saw the 1875 
John Howland Wood 

Mansion figured the old house 
was done in.

The structure’s west wing was 
twisted and leaning 7 degrees 
off plumb, windows were broken, 
roof had a gaping hole in it and 
board siding was missing, yet it 
remained standing.

The Wood Mansion has seen 

numerous hurricanes throughout 
its history, but never one that 
screamed 140 mph and parked on 
top of it for most of the night Aug. 
25, 2017.

Lynette Selzer, the owner, had 
no insurance to cover damages. 
And the house was not her prima-
ry residence, so FEMA would not 
offer any funding at all.

The widower of Michael Selzer, 

who had worked hard to get the 
structure listed on the National 
Register (1983) and later as a 
Texas Historic Landmark (1998), 
was forced to try and sell the 
house.

Many considered buying the 
house, but in the end, it was Jon 
Breeden who signed the closing of 
the sale on Thursday, June 20.

Breeden, 36, of San Antonio, 

Not done for yet

Noah, left, and Jon 
Breeden stand in 
front of the 1875 
John Howland 
Wood House. Jon 
Breeden closed on 
the house June 
20, becoming the 
new owner of the 
structure. Jon said 
he wants to com-
pletely restore the 
mansion and turn 
it into a living his-
tory destination 
for the public.
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Republic Waste Services Municipal Marketing Manager Christian 
Santos explains the company’s garbage pickup policy to the city 
council Wednesday evening.

City clarifies 
bulky-waste 
policy, delays 
auditorium 
assistance

GOLIAD

By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

To clear up any uncer-
tainty about the city’s 
new garbage service, rep-
resentatives of Republic 
Services clarified its 
bulky-waste policy to the 
city council June 26.

Municipal Marketing 
Manager Christian 
Santos outlined the 
parameters.

Acceptable items it will 
pick up during Goliad’s 
biannual citywide clean-
up include:

•Furniture – sofas, 
chairs, beds, mattresses, 

fixtures, dressers and 
carpet.

•Appliances – stoves, 
dishwashers, micro-
waves, washers, dryers 
and refrigerators.

The freon must be 
removed by a licensed 
technician and tagged.

•Miscellaneous items 
– boxes, gym equipment, 
tools, shelving and com-
modes.

Unacceptable items 
include:

•Construction debris 
– PVC, rebar, flooring, 

BAYSIDE

(See City, 12A)

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

Sheriff Pinky Gonzales 
said he thinks tons of 
illegal money is being 
transported  across South 
Texas.

Gonzales busted a sus-
pect June 7 and recov-

ered $131,900, and then 
on June 13, two more sus-
pects were stopped and 
$19,400 was recovered.

This past week, 
Mexican authorities 
stopped a couple at the 

Money laundering 
showing increase

Aaron Soliz Ricky Sosa

(See Money, 12A)

By Tim Delaney
Advance-Guard Press staff

A 28-year-old Woodboro 
school district substitute 

teacher was arrested June 
30 at her home, according 
to Refugio County Sheriff 
Pinky Gonzales.

Maria Coots was 
charged with an improp-

er relationship between 
an educator and student. 
“The relationship has been 
going on for about four 

months,” Gonzales said. 
“There hasn’t been any-
more relationships as far 
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By Bill Clough
Advance-Guard Press staff

Coastal Bend Crime 
Stoppers is starting a 
tri-county – Bee, Goliad 
and Live Oak – aware-
ness campaign.

The organization’s 
president, Judy Ranalli, 
outlined the outreach 
program to county com-
missioners June 25. “We 
want to put signs up on 

all the county roads,” she 
said, telling the court 
her organization needed 
help in understanding 
where the signs would 
be allowed. She also 
requested a county map 
showing all its roads.

The proposed signs 
would be two feet tall by 
18 inches wide.

Crime Stoppers per-
sonnel would assist in 
erecting the signs.

Ranalli said once the 
locations were chosen 
for the signs, she hoped 
to have them in place 
within a month.

She said she also 
would be coordinating 
with the City of Goliad 
as well as the post office 

Crime Stoppers reaching out

Judy Ranalli
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