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Body found on Ridgeway
Smuggling victim left dead along roadway

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – It is not known 
yet just how long a 19-year-old 
Honduras man was dead before 
smugglers left his body along 
Ridgeway Lane Friday.

The man, identified as Juan 
Orlando Perez Lopez, was found 

that afternoon, unresponsive 
and propped against a fence 
alongside this road in southern 
Bee County.

Lt. Adam Levine, with the 
Bee County Sheriff’s Office, 
said this is less than 100 yards 
from where another person was 
found, a victim of human smug-

gling, only a few years ago.

Sheriff Alden Southmayd said 
his office received this call early 
in the afternoon.

“Investigators believe that 
the victim died during transport 
and was left at the location by 
others traveling with him,” the 

County 
bills $1,000 
a day for 
jail delays

By Jason Collins
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – County leaders aren’t cutting con-
tractors any slack, saying enough hasn’t been done 
to make up lost work days as the new jail falls 
behind schedule.

That will mean Turner Construction will have 
to repay the county $1,000 per day for every day 
after June 1.

Heavy rains this past fall and spring have 
caused significant delays in the building of the 
facility at Hillside and Galloway drives.

“They had ample opportunity to make up a lot 
of those days, and they refused,” Commissioner 
Sammy Farias said during last Tuesday’s commis-
sioners court meeting. “They refused to work on 

Jason Collins photo

Construction of the county jail and sheriff’s office is taking 
longer than expected. County officials will receive $1,000 
a day past the June 1 deadline from Turner Construction 
because of the delay.

Eagles 
leave 
the nest
Pettus seniors 
walk stage as 
first class to 
graduate from 
new school

By Gary Kent
Bee-Picayune staff

BEEVILLE – Officers with the police depart-
ment took a 38-year-old Sandia man into custody 
on a charge of burglary of a building early Monday.

Police Chief Robert J. Bridge said employees of 
a business next to the McCoy’s Building Supply at 
170 W. FM 351 noticed a vehicle in the parking lot 
at 1:26 a.m. Monday.

The employees called the BPD to report the 
suspicious vehicle, and Sgt. Jason Alvarez was the 
first officer at the scene.

Alvarez reported that he found marijuana in the 
open in the vehicle and also found three females 
in it.

Police arrest 
man accused of 
trying to break 
into McCoy’s

Ana Cases photos

Pettus seniors, shown above and below, smile at the audience during 
their graduation ceremony Friday at their stadium. 

Seniors listen to speakers during their graduation ceremony Friday evening.

(See Smugglers, 8A)

Law enforcement 
was notified Friday 
afternoon after call-
ers reported a man 
dead along Ridgeway 
Lane. The man was 
being smuggled into 
the country from 
Honduras when he 
died.
Contributed photo

(See Commissioners, 8A)

(See Officers, 8A)

By Ana Casas
Bee-Picayune contributor

PETTUS – Much like 
other small towns, a 
close-knit community 
welcomed another senior 
class to the football field 
for one last time Friday 
night. This senior class 
was indeed one to remem-
ber for more reasons than 
just being the “big man” 
on campus. 

Pettus High School 
was set to be renovated 
in 2015, and the project 
has since been completed. 
This senior class was the 
first to be held within its 
newly constructed walls. 

Valedictorian Jennifer 
Calderone brought 
(See Salutatorian, 8A)


