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By ALEXANDER VIOLO
aviolo@mtelegram.com

MALONE — Two days after 
Thanksgiving the seventh an-
nual Parade of Lights will roll 
through the village, helping to 
kick off the holiday season in 
Franklin County.

Malone’s parade will start at 
5 p.m., on Saturday, Nov. 30, ac-
cording to Carrie Robinson, the 
parade’s founder and organizer.

Robinson said the event will 
start with a tree lighting, at the 
Franklin County Fairgrounds, 
followed by the parade.

“At about five minutes to five 
I will go live on the parade Face-
book page,” she said, “Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will come and light 
the tree on live. I try to get a lot of 
people who are on the side of the 
street to join that so they can see 
the tree lighting.”

The parade sets out from the 
Franklin County Courthouse 
and ends at the fairgrounds, ac-
cording to Robinson.

“After the tree lighting Santa 
is whisked up to the courthouse, 
the tail-end of the parade and 
the parade starts at the court-
house and goes all the way down 
into the fairgrounds,” she said. 

Lineup for the evening’s pa-
rade will begin at 4 p.m., in the 
courthouse’s parking lot. 

Robinson said after Santa 
passes by vehicles are welcome 
to join the parade’s procession.

“I tell everybody on my live 
and I am going to be live on my 
page a lot in the next week-and-
a-half but after Santa goes by 
they can join the line of traffic 
and they will drive in through 
the fairgrounds,” she said, “It’s 
a drive through event again. It’s 
easier on us than having 3 to 
4,000 people at the fairgrounds.”

Robinson said gift bags will 
be given out to kids at the drive 
through event. 

During the parade Robinson 
said she will walk through the 
village while broadcasting on 
Facebook live.

“I walk towards uptown be-
cause the excitement of know-
ing that the parade is coming 

kills me and gives me a chance to 
interact with the people who are 
on the street, which is super fun 
for me,” she said, “Seeing kids 
reactions when the floats go by is 
pretty special.” 

Robinson said people from all 
over the country watch the pa-
rade on Facebook live, and add-
ed that funds raised by this year’s 
parade will go to support Home-
ward Bound Adirondacks, a vet-
erans retreat off of State Route 30 
in the Lake Titus area of Malone. 

“I got to tour the property, 
they gave me a tour and showed 
me what they have planned for 
the future,” she said.

Robinson said she got the 
idea of donating to the veterans 
group after being approached 
by Moira’s American Legion af-
ter last year’s parade.

“Anything above and beyond 

what it costs to put the parade 
on will be going to Homeward 
Bound Adirondacks this year,” 
she said. 

Robinson said she continues 
to put on the parade to give the 
community a chance to cele-
brate the holidays.

“When I was growing up we 
had Winter Carnival and there 
always seemed to be something 
and those are memories that 
I have that are really special to 
me,” she said. 

Robinson said last weekend 
the Christmas tree that will be 
lit on the night of the parade was 
put up at the fairgrounds.

According to Robinson, this 
year the tree was donated by 
William Menke. 

“Every year our tree is donat-
ed, donated by someone in the 

Parade of Lights coming to village
Scheduled to roll through Malone on Nov. 30

This year’s Christmas tree at the Franklin County Fairgrounds was donated by William Menke. The tree will be lit up at the start of the 
Parade of Lights on Saturday, Nov. 30. Provided photo

Carrie Robinson, the Parade of Lights founder and organizer, said 
this year’s Christmas tree is about 30-feet tall. Provided photoSee PARADE T20
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A local youngster had 
a chat with Santa Clause 
at the Arsenal Green Park 
in Malone last year. The 
Malone Chamber of Com-
merce has invited Santa 
back this year and he’ll be 
at the park on Main Street 
on December 7 from 1:00 to 
3:00pm. Santa will arrive by 
a Malone Call Firemen 
firetruck, escorted by the 
Malone Village Police.

Santa visiting 
Arsenal Green Park

Owners: Phillip Showen • Bryan Phelan
johnstonsawmill@yahoo.com                  smith.lumber.inc@gmail.com

JJJJJJJJJJJJOOOHHHNNNNNNSSSSSSTTTTTTOOOOOONNN’’’SSSSSS
BUILDING MATERIALS

IIINNNNNNCCC...
“Put your money where your home is”

Phone: 518-358-4476
745 County Route 32, 
Brushton, NY 12916

SMITHLumberBEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

Phone: 518-358-2714
2342 State Rt. 37. 

Fort Covington, NY 12937

HARD TO BUY FOR YOUR GUY?
SANTA HAS LOTS OF IDEAS!

• Metal Roo�ng
• Trusses 
• Lumber 
• Insulation 
• Plumbing 

• Electrical 
• Hardware 
• Paint 
• Kitchen & Bath 
• Windows & Doors 

  • Vinyl Siding 
  • Pole Barn,   
    Garage and  
    House Packages
    & More!

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES!

TOOLS!

STOCKING 
STUFFERS!
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Nov. 27
Malone

Friends-Giving Party: 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
27, Shooters Lounge, 578 E. Main St. Food, music, 
dancing.

Community Thanksgiving eve worship: 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, St. Dismas Village Church, 432 
E. Main St.

Nov. 28
Thanksgiving Day

Malone
Thanksgiving dinner: With Franklin County Office 

for the Aging, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
28, Malone Adult Center, 14906 Route 30. Menu: Tur-
key, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, roll, 
and pumpkin delight dessert. Dine in or takeouts; for 
those 60 and older. Cost: $2 suggested donation. In-
formation, reservations: 518-481-1526.

Adirondack for Kids 5K Turkey Trot: 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 28, Arsenal Green. Tickets: www.
mountainmartstores.com/adirondack-for-kids.

Saranac Lake
Thanksgiving buffet: 2 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 

28, The Belvedere, 102 Bloomingdale Ave. Cost: $40; 
5 to 14, $17; 4 and younger, free. Takeouts available. 
Information, reservations: 518-354-5402.

Nov. 30
Malone

Holly jolly holiday craft fair: House of History, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, Malone Middle 
School, 15 Francis St.

Foothills Art Society gift shop: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14 and 21, Foothills Art 
Society, 43 Pearl St. Local artist creations.

Dec. 1
Malone

39th annual ecumenical Christmas concert: 
Hospice of the North Country, 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
1, Centenary United Methodist Church, 345 W. Main 
St. Cost: $10; 10 and younger, free. Benefits Hospice. 
Information: Cathlyn Lamitie, 518-483-3200.

Dec. 2
Malone

Magical red mailbox delivery: Mr. and Mrs. 
Clause, 5:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, Village of Malone 
Office, 343 W. Main St. Hosted by Elves on Main; bring 
letters for Santa Claus; pictures; cookies and hot co-
coa.

Dec. 7
Burke

Christmas with Almanzo: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 7, Almanzo Wilder Homestead, 177 Stacy 
Road. Traditional holiday cheer; chapter readings of 
“Farmer Boy Christmas,” visitor center and gift shop 
open; children’s holiday crafts; free.

Malone
Annual Christmas tea: Noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 7, Franklin County Historical and Museum So-
ciety, 51 Milwaukee St. Music, tea or cider, gift shop, 
bake sale.

Live nativity: 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7,
Malone Wesleyan Church, 76 Finney Blvd. Free.

Dec. 13
Malone

Ugly sweater Christmas party: 9:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 13, Shooters Lounge, 578 E. Main St.

Saranac Lake
Winter concert: Nothern Lights Choir, 7:30 to 

9:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, St. Bernard’s Church, 27 
St. Bernard St. Cost: $15.

Dec. 14
Malone

10th annual Winter Wonderland craft and vendor 
show: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, Davis El-
ementary School, 183 Webster St. Hosted by Queen 
Beanie Hats; benefits Emmaus Soup Kitchen, Malone.

Dec. 15
Plattsburgh

Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus: 8 to 10 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, Plattsburgh.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Christmas reading at Wilder Farm
Pictured is Teri 
Weston reading 
the Christmas 
chapter from Laura 
Ingalls Wilder’s 
book ‘Farmer Boy’ 
as Isaiah Kingsley, 
Honorary Almanzo 
for that year, acts 
out the scene for a 
group of children 
at the Wilder 
Homestead in Burke 
at a past holiday 
event. Christmas 
With Almanzo will 
take place this year 
on December 7 from 
11:00am to 3:00 
pm. The historical 
site will open the 
house for Christmas 
chapter readings, 
carol singing, mulled 
cider and treats. 
The Visitor Center 
with museum and 
gift shop will also be 
open with children’s 
holiday crafts. 
Chapter readings 
will begin at 11:15 
am, 12:00, 12;45, 
1:30, and 2:15pm. 
Details are at www.
almanzowilderfarm.
com.
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House of History 
annual celebration

The public is welcome 
to attend the 10th annual 
David Sauther Memorial 
Winter Wonderland Craft 
Show on December 14 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm at 
Davis Elementary School 
in Malone. This annual 
event is a fundraiser for 
the Emmaus Soup Kitch-
en. There will be over 100 
crafters, direct sale ven-
dors and artisans, as well 
as baked goods for last 
minute holiday gift shop-
ping. Lunch will be avail-
able, along with a holiday 
auction featuring dozens 
of local business dona-
tions, and a 50-50 raffle. 
Attendees are invited to 
bring donations of meal 
ingredient items. Co-or-
ganizer, Aimee Marshall 

notes, “ Supporting this 
event is your chance to pay 
it forward and give back to 
an organization that has 
been an existence since 
1992 serving patrons from 
across the North Country!! 
Why is this event so im-
portant to us? It is because 
we receive no outside 
funding of any kind! This 
large craft show fundrais-
er raises all the monies 
the soup kitchen uses to 
buy meal ingredients, etc. 
for the whole year. Hope 
to see you there!” The 
Emmaus Soup Kitchen 
is located 227 West Main 
Street in Malone. They 
serve a hot meal every 
Tuesday from 11:30 am 
to12:30 pm throughout 
the year

10th annual Winter 
Wonderland Craft Show

Metro
Shoppers who wait until the 

eleventh hour to do their holi-
day shopping are in good com-
pany. Consolidated Credit 
says one in five shoppers waits 
until December to start grab-
bing holiday gifts. Although 
shopping early to land the best 
deals and avoid the stress of 
running out of time works for 
many people, there are those 
who do their best work when 
shopping is down to the wire. 
If you’re thinking of being a 
last-minute Larry or Lucy in 
regard to your holiday shop-
ping, there are some ways to 
make late shopping success-
ful.

¥ Don’t downplay the power 
of gift cards. Some suggest that 
a gift card isn’t an ideal gift be-
cause it doesn’t require much 
thought or effort. But the num-
bers do not lie. A research re-
port from the Retail Gift Card 
Association notes that 71 per-
cent of people surveyed feel 
Òvery satisfiedÓ when they get 
a gift card. 

¥ Establish a plan. Even if 
you’re shopping at the last 
minute, that doesn’t mean you 
should head out unprepared. 
Consider the recipient, which 
kind of gift might fit them best, 

and how much you’re willing 
to spend.  Then you can nar-
row down which store to visit.

¥ Download a shopping 
comparison app. Capital One 
Shopping enables consumers 
to comparison shop and accu-
mulate shopping rewards. On-
line shopping is convenient, 
and can be a viable option for 
those who waited until mid- to 
late-December to shop. Just be 
aware of shipping times and 
expedited fees to make sure 
the gifts arrive on time.

¥ Consider a membership 
gift. A membership for a sub-
scription box, a wine or cof-
fee club or even a streaming 
music or movie service can be 
great last-minute gifts. 

¥ Skip the clothing de-
partment. Clothes are go-to 

choices for holiday gifts, but 
they can be particularly chal-
lenging to purchase. Size, cut, 
style, and additional variables 
are unique to each individual. 
Since browsing clothing racks 
can take a lot of time you likely 
will not have, avoid clothes as 
last-minute gift options.

¥ Screen shot promo codes 
and coupon scan bars. If 
you’ve come across discount 
codes and coupons in your re-
search, have them at the ready 
when shopping online or in 
person. Don’t hold up the line 
trying to load a website or find 
a coupon on the store app, as 
it’s likely those behind you are 
last-minute shopping as well.

Last-minute shopping for 
holiday gifts requires strategy 
and savvy.

How to master the art 
of last-minute shopping

A young visitor to the Franklin County House of History checks 
out one of the decorations on a tree displayed at a past Christmas 
Tea event. This annual event will take place this year on 
December 7 from 12:00-4:00 pm at 31 Milwaukee Street, Malone. 
The public is welcome to attend at no charge to enjoy holiday 
music and refreshments.

Wood’s Maple Products
• Syrup • Cream • Sugar • Candy 
• Maple Jelly • Granulated Sugar
1470 Cty. Rt. 23, Chateaugay
518-497-6956 • 497-6387

We’ll ship your gifts anywhere in the US
woodsmaple.com

Celebrating 100 years of making breakfast sweeter!



By Metro
Christmas caroling is a joy-

ful tradition that has endured 
for centuries. Christmas carol-
ing can be traced to the fourth 
century in Rome. Latin hymns 
were written to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Histori-
ans believe that even before 
the emergence of Christianity 
midwinter songs existed to lift 
people’s spirits through the 
bleak weather and extended 
hours of darkness. 

Christmas caroling contin-
ues to unite communities and 
spread holiday cheer through 
song. It is time to inspire a re-
surgence of caroling by plan-
ning to gather friends, family, 
or neighbors for a caroling 
session. This guide can help 
anyone plan a memorable car-
oling event.

Gather your group
Begin by assembling a 

group of singers. No one needs 
to be an expert singer, as en-
thusiasm goes a long way. 
Reach out to friends, family, 
coworkers, and/or local com-
munity members. Try to get 
a diverse group of people to-
gether whose main goal is to 
have fun.

Find the right time and date
Typically evening hours af-

ter work or during weekends 

are when you can reach the 
greatest number of people. 
The goal is to enable partic-
ipants to relax and enjoy the 
experience. 

Map out a caroling route
Carefully identify neigh-

borhoods or locations that are 
known for being festive. While 
the organizer may choose to 
carol around his or her own 
neighborhood, it may be pos-
sible to engage more of the 
community in other settings. 
Look at local nursing homes 
or even community centers 
as caroling locations. Contact 
businesses along Main Street 
to see if caroling in the center 
of town to coincide with hol-
iday shopping may be a good 
idea.

Compile a list of classics
Most people will want to 

hear the carols and other songs 
they know and love. Make a list 
of classic Christmas songs that 
aren’t overly complicated and 
singers will already know how 
to sing, such as ‘Jingle Bells,’ 
‘Deck the Halls,’ ‘Frosty the 
Snowman,’ and ‘Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.’ If a par-
ticularly accomplished singer 
is in the group, he or she might 
do a featured solo. Be sure to 

A festive guide to caroling
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See CAROLING T8

Corner of Rt. 11 & High St., Moira  
Call For Appointment:  518.529.0300

THE FINAL CUT
Make Your 

Appointment Now For
Holiday Cuts, 

Colors, Perms And 
Hair Extensions!

Attention Gentlemen....
We Have A Barber In The House!
Please welcome Ben Chapman

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Are Always An Appreciated Gift!
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By Metro
The holiday season has arrived 

and with it comes many oppor-
tunities to socialize. With so ma-
ny events on people’s calendars, 
holiday party hosts may wonder 
what they can do to set their gath-
erings apart from others to make 
them memorable. Read on for 
seven festive ideas that can set a 
holiday season party apart from 
the rest.

1. Cook ahead. Being able to 
mingle with guests and guide 
conversation or activities is the 
key to being an excellent holi-
day host. By cooking foods that 
can feed crowds ahead of time, 
you won’t be stuck in the kitch-
en when you should be out and 
about. Casseroles, stews, soups, 
and quiches can be cooked in 
advance and then warmed (or set 
in a slow cooker) to bring to tem-
perature

2. Choose a color scheme. 
Choose a color scheme that really 
pops and sets a festive tone. For 
a holiday cocktail party, consid-
er bold reds and pinks and add a 
burst of gold for that contrast of  
color that adds impact.

3. Hire some entertainment. 
Conversation and reminiscing 
can fi ll some time, but allot some 
of the party budget to entertain-
ment. Perhaps hire a DJ who can 
keep the music fl owing, or a ka-
raoke professional who will have 
guests up and singing holiday (or 
non-holiday) tunes?

4. Create a signature cocktail. 
An open bar can be expensive, 

especially if you want to stock it 
with top-shelf offerings. Wine 
and beer is more affordable, and 
hosts who want to offer some-
thing a little different can create 
a signature cocktail for the party. 
Tie in seasonal fl avors, whether 
you go sweet with a chocolate 
cream liqueur and mint or some-
thing more tart like a cranber-
ry-based drink.

5. Rearrange the furniture. If 
the music is playing and guests 
are fi red up, you’ll need a spot 
where they can dance. Move 
large furnishings out of the main 
gathering space to create room 
to cut a rug; otherwise, create an 
outdoor gathering area complete 
with stringed lights so guests can 
take the fun outside, if necessary.

6. Plan for prizes. Guests al-
ways appreciate some sort of 
takeaway. Gifting is common-
place this time of year, but per-
haps have guests work a little to 
reap the rewards? Simple trivia 
games or a scavenger hunt can 
increase the fun and make it pos-
sible for guests to walk away with 
some swag.

7. Have at least one unexpect-
ed item. This can be anything 
from a very clever and cute des-
sert to a special guest to an over-
the-top decorative item that gets 
people talking and ensures the 
party is one no one will forget.

Throwing a festive holiday 
party is easier than one may 
think. With some creativity, hosts 
can plan a party to remember.

7 ideas for a 
festive holiday

Metro

Corner of Raymond & Elm Streets, Malone 
     518-483-8072 •Mon.-Fri. 8:00-4:30 • Sat. 8:00-1:00 • Sun. - Closed

Shop Locally for Quality Gifts!

Locally Grown Balsam 
Wreaths & Kissing Balls - Cash & Carry

MAPLE 
SUGARING 
EQUIPMENT

STOCKING ALL TYPES OF ANIMAL FEED

H Wind Chimes & Spinners
H Bird Baths H  John Deere Toys
H Bird Feeders HSeed & Seed Cakes
H Gloves & Mittens - Dryshot Boots
H Leanin’ Tree Greeting Cards
H Kong Toys & Gifts For Pets
H Stable Supplies for Horse Lovers
H Hunting Apparel H Gift Certificates

Your Corner Home & Farm Store...
With Knowledgable Sta�

Refreshments • 10% Off Storewide 
Saturday, December 7th • 10am-5pm

Over 80 booths to find the perfect gift

Visit with 
Santa

 Antiques    Collectibles    Home Decor   Maple Syrup   
Handcrafted Furniture   Herbs & Spices  

Wilder Farm Books   Prints   Jams   Jewelry
Adirondack Gifts   Much More!

Celebrate an
Adirondack Christmas at our 31st

Mon. - Sat. 10 - 5  Sun. 12 - 5 
3982 St. Rte 11, Malone • 518-483-9341  

MB 
Deli

OPEN HOUSE
Vendor Specials
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By Metro
Diehard sports fans are a 

passionate lot. That passion 
is something to keep in mind 
come the holiday season, 
when shoppers typically must 
fi nd the right fi t for everyone 
on their list. Such an undertak-
ing is no small task, as veteran 
shoppers know that the right 
gift for one person on their list 
rarely aligns with the perfect 
fi t for another loved one. But 
when it comes to fi nding gifts 
for sports fans, the options are 
endless.

¥ Gear: Some sports fans are 
spectators, while others can’t 
wait to compete. Some new 
gear can be just what fans in 
the latter group are hoping to 
fi nd under the tree this holiday 
season. Avid golfers may love 
a new driver or golf bag, while 
loved ones who can’t wait for 
softball season to start each 
spring may consider a new 
bat the best gift they receive 
this holiday season. Whatev-
er sport sparks your favorite 
athlete’s passion, there’s sure 
to be some gear that can help 
them take their game to the 
next level.

¥ Tickets: Perhaps nothing 
sparks sports fans’ passion 
more strongly than seeing 
their favorite team in person, 
and that’s even more true in 
a post-pandemic sports land-
scape. Popular sports like foot-
ball, baseball and basketball 
have traditionally sold lots of 
tickets, but even sports like 
college volleyball and Major 
League Soccer have set atten-
dance records since fans were 
allowed to return to stadiums 
after the removal of pandem-
ic-related restrictions. The 
demand for tickets to live 
sporting events has spiked as 
a result, and Team Marketing 
Report noted National Foot-
ball League tickets increased 
by nearly 9 percent in 2023 and 
Major League Baseball tickets 
increased by 3.5 percent in 
that same year. Such increases 
have priced some fans out of 
the market, which is why tick-
ets can make for such a great 
gift this holiday season. The 

gift of attending a game in per-
son is something a loved one 
won’t soon forget.

¥ Apparel: Proud sports fans 
want to show their true colors, 
and nothing makes it easier to 
do so than team apparel. Ac-
cording to Statista, the global 
sports apparel market gener-
ated roughly $213 billion USD 
in revenue in 2023. A jersey 
with the name and number of 
a loved one’s favorite player 
can make for the ultimate ap-
parel gift, but don’t overlook 
T-shirts, hats, outerwear, or 
other options this holiday sea-
son.

¥ Television: The popu-
larity of watching sports is 
undeniable and the proof is 
in the fi nancial pudding. For 
example, Statista reports the 
annual value of the NFL’s 
deal with ABC/ESPN/Disney 
to broadcast ÒMonday Night 
FootballÓ was approximately 
$2.7 billion in 2023. That fi gure 
underscores how much fans 
love watching their favorite 
teams, and they need some-
where to do so. There may be 
no quicker route to a sports 
fan’s heart than through a new 
television to make the viewing 
experience that much better. 
The prices on 4K UHD televi-
sions have dropped consider-
ably in recent years, so a new 

TV can make the perfect gift for 
the sports fan in your life. Split 
the cost with fellow loved ones 
and then enjoy watching your 
favorite sports fan react upon 
seeing his or her new televi-
sion under the tree.

These are just a few of the 
many gifts to consider for the 
diehard sports fan on your 
shopping list this holiday sea-
son.

What to get the sports fanatic 
on your holiday shopping list

Metro

have printed copies of the lyr-
ics and sheet music for all par-
ticipants.

Enlist some musicians
Although caroling is tradi-

tionally done a capella, having 
someone who plays an instru-
ment, like a guitar or violin, 
can ensure everyone is on the 
right note and can keep the 
pace of each song.

Plan to rest
Singing can be joyful, but 

also tiring. Bring along refresh-
ments so the carolers can rest 
their voices and stop to grab a 
drink or snack. Tea, coffee and 
cocoa can warm up partici-
pants on chilly days. Perhaps 

make one of the caroling stops 
in front of a local coffee shop 
and pop in after a set.

Coordinate attire
Although everyone does not 

have to dress alike, a similar 
element, such as a red scarf or 
green mittens, can unite the 
group.

Add a charitable element
Consider incorporating a 

charitable aspect to the carol-
ing. Collect fi nancial or food 
donations for a local food 
pantry, or do a toy drive while 
caroling, encouraging peo-
ple to offer a wrapped gift in 
exchange for some beautiful 
music.

Christmas music often sets 
the holiday scene, and carolers 
can bring familiar songs into 
neighborhoods this time of 
year.

Caroling
From T6

������������������ For the Malone Telegram
Holiday Giveaway

���������
���������
��	����������������

Fill out & drop off at any participating business below! No Purchase Necessary.

‘Gift Certificates cannot be redeemed for cash’ • Expiration dates vary by business.

HOSLER’S 
FAMILY RESTAURANT

KINGS WOK 

KINNEY DRUGS 
(BOTH LOCATIONS)

JRECK SUBS 

MALONE FARM & HOME

MJ LEROUX OIL

MARTIN’S COUNTRY STORE 
OF BRUSHTON

NASON’S FLOORING

SMOKER’S WAREHOUSE

TWISTED SCISSORS

YODER’S COUNTRY 
MARKET

Name

Phone

Address

������������������������
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By Metro
Individuals’ hobbies can 

provide inspiration for gifts, 
particularly during the holiday 
season when shoppers have a 
lot of names on their lists. 

Shoppers are bound to have 
a movie buff in their midst. 
These gift ideas can be fitting 
whether the recipient is a bud-
ding director, cinematogra-
pher, actor, or simply enjoys 
the magic of the movies.
n Personalized movie mar-

quis poster: Who doesn’t want 
to see their name in lights? 
While it may not be possible to 
have the local theater change 
their marquis, shoppers can 
simulate it with a custom-
izable poster that puts their 
loved one’s name front and 
center as part of the cast of a 
favorite film.
n  Gourmet popcorn col-

lection: Film fans know that 
having the right food while 

watching a movie makes the 
experience that much better. 
Elevate the viewing experi-
ence with an array of specially 
curated gourmet popcorn fla-
vors. Don’t forget to include 
reusable popcorn tubs or cups 

so the snacks can keep com-
ing.
n Couch (or chair) organiza-

tional system: These products 
help keep everything neces-
sary for a movie-watching ex-
perience within reach. There 

are spots for remote controls, 
cupholders, places to stash a 
box of candy, and other divid-
ers. 
n  Retro movie tape pho-

to: Search Etsy for sellers like 
TheOrigamiFox, who create 
personalized prints. Like the 
movie marquis, this print can 
include a stack of now defunct 
VHS tapes featuring the recipi-
ent’s favorite movie titles.
n Subscription to a stream-

ing service: Movies have gone 
beyond the big screen. Some 
studios release their films for 
home viewing shortly after 
they’ve left theaters. An array 
of streaming service subscrip-
tions means viewers never 
miss out on seeing their favor-
ite films. Shoppers can pay for 
a one-year subscription to a 
streaming service or upgrade 
an existing subscription to a 
no-ads model.
n  Ticket stub scrapbook: 

Give movie buffs a place to 
store their much-loved movie 
stubs and additional memo-
rabilia all in one place with the 
gift of a scrapbook.
n  Portable projector: An 

easy-to-use and portable pro-
jector can plug into phones, 
laptops, tablets, or even tradi-
tional cable boxes to offer a big 
screen boost to at-home mov-
ie viewing.
nBehind-the-scenes infor-

mation: Many books delve into 
topics that are bound to pique 
the interest of film fans. These 
may include autobiographies 
from actors and directors, a 
look at how certain movies 
were made, trivia books, or 
photography books that pro-
vide a behind-the-scenes look 
at what goes on when the cam-
era isn’t rolling.

Movie fans will be applaud-
ing these gifts that indulge 
their love of film.

Great gifts for film fans

By Metro
The holiday season has arrived 

and with it comes many oppor-
tunities to socialize. With so ma-
ny events on people’s calendars, 
holiday party hosts may wonder 
what they can do to set their gath-
erings apart from others to make 
them memorable. Read on for 
seven festive ideas that can set a 
holiday season party apart from 
the rest.

1. Cook ahead. Being able to 
mingle with guests and guide 
conversation or activities is the 
key to being an excellent holi-
day host. By cooking foods that 
can feed crowds ahead of time, 
you won’t be stuck in the kitch-
en when you should be out and 
about. Casseroles, stews, soups, 
and quiches can be cooked in 
advance and then warmed (or set 
in a slow cooker) to bring to tem-
perature

2. Choose a color scheme. 
Choose a color scheme that really 
pops and sets a festive tone. For 
a holiday cocktail party, consid-
er bold reds and pinks and add a 
burst of gold for that contrast of  

color that adds impact.
3. Hire some entertainment. 

Conversation and reminiscing 
can fill some time, but allot some 
of the party budget to entertain-
ment. Perhaps hire a DJ who can 
keep the music flowing, or a ka-
raoke professional who will have 

guests up and singing holiday (or 
non-holiday) tunes?

4. Create a signature cocktail. 
An open bar can be expensive, 
especially if you want to stock it 
with top-shelf offerings. Wine 
and beer is more affordable, and 
hosts who want to offer some-

thing a little different can create 
a signature cocktail for the party. 
Tie in seasonal flavors, whether 
you go sweet with a chocolate 
cream liqueur and mint or some-
thing more tart like a cranber-
ry-based drink.

5. Rearrange the furniture. If 

the music is playing and guests 
are fired up, you’ll need a spot 
where they can dance. Move 
large furnishings out of the main 
gathering space to create room 
to cut a rug; otherwise, create an 
outdoor gathering area complete 
with stringed lights so guests can 
take the fun outside, if necessary.

6. Plan for prizes. Guests al-
ways appreciate some sort of 
takeaway. Gifting is common-
place this time of year, but per-
haps have guests work a little to 
reap the rewards? Simple trivia 
games or a scavenger hunt can 
increase the fun and make it pos-
sible for guests to walk away with 
some swag.

7. Have at least one unexpect-
ed item. This can be anything 
from a very clever and cute des-
sert to a special guest to an over-
the-top decorative item that gets 
people talking and ensures the 
party is one no one will forget.

Throwing a festive holiday 
party is easier than one may 
think. With some creativity, hosts 
can plan a party to remember.

7 ideas for a festive holiday

Metro
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Various components 
come together to make 
the holiday season a fes-
tive time of year. There is 
a lot to get done in a short 
amount of time during the 
holiday season, and part 
of that includes shopping 
for all of the family mem-
bers and friends on your 
shopping list. Shopping 
can be a complicated pro-
cess that involves identi-
fying which stores will be 
the best places to shop. 
Local retailers make the 
perfect place to shop for 
holiday items. 

According to the Amer-
ican Express Business 
Economic Impact Study, 
more than two-thirds of 
every dollar spent with 
a local business stays in 
the community. Indeed, 
shopping local benefits 
consumer and communi-
ty alike. The following are 
some of the many perks to 
shopping locally through-
out the holiday season.
  Personalized atten-

tion: Small businesses are 
known for their personal-
ized customer service and 
owners and staff are often 
lauded for taking the time 
to interact and learn about 
their customers, a dynam-
ic that is impossible at 
larger retailers.
  Meet and interact 

with people: Shopping 
in-person at local stores, 
you’ll see faces from your 
community  and become 
better known in the local 
area.
  Shorter lines: Local 

stores are bound to have 
smaller crowds and thus 
shorter lines. That trans-
lates to less stress and 
hassle when it comes to 
getting in and out with 
holiday gifts.
 Smaller carbon foot-

print: Pollution, traffic 
congestion, habitat loss, 
and resource depletion 
may not occur on the 
same levels when shop-
ping locally compared to 
patronizing big box stores. 

Why shop local for the holidays

See LOCAL T11
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New Goodies

Dealz Bin
Up to 50% off

$10 Stocking Stuffers

New items added weekly
Ask budtender for deal list

Bobs Lollipops 20mg & 50mg

Left Coast Single 50mg
Bobs Honey Packet 10mg

CBD Living Sparkling

Love Bites Men & Women
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& under

GIFTS FOR UNDER $5 
BUCKS!
Candles, Tobacco Pouches, 
Lighters, Ashtrays, Wax Melts, 
Incense Holders & much more!
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE.

BUY 3, GET 1
FREE

THE EDGE
SAMPLER
THE EDGE
SAMPLER

$23.50 each$23.50 each

$26.00 each$26.00 each

COHIBA RED
DOT TORO

COHIBA RED
DOT TORO

FACTORY
SMOKES
$3.49 each

FACTORY
SMOKES
$3.49 each

TABAK
ESP

$9.59 each

TABAK
ESP

$9.50 each

CAO
FLATHEAD

V660
$12.20 each

COHIBA
BLUE
TUBO

$22.00 each

SOUTHERN
DRAW

$11.25 each

Holiday Gift GuideHoliday Gift Guide
8 St. Rte. 37 - Akwesasne, NY 13662
2381 Chateaugay St. - Ft. Covington, NY 12937

950 St. Rt. 122, Constable • 518-483-8700
Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm, Sun. Closed

Yoder’s
Country Market

Christmas Candy - Stocking Stuffers 
Gift Certificates and More!

Holiday 
Baked Goods, 

Meat & Cheese 
Platters

CALL EARLY TO PRE-ORDER

Holiday Gifts For Family, 
Friends and Neighbors

please order by 12/23 for Christmas
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John Denver sang about 

‘leavin’ on a jet plane,’ 
inspiring many to take a 
flight to parts known and 
unknown. Millions of 
people travel to and from 
the country every year, 
with TravelPerk estimat-
ing the market size of the 
United States tourism 
sector at $798.81 billion 
in July 2023. Tourism took 
a hit during the global 
pandemic, but traveling 
has since rebounded in a 
big way.

With so many people 
taking to the roads, rails 
and skies, shoppers can 
customize their gift lists 
when shopping for peo-
ple who have caught the 
travel bug. Below are sev-
eral gifts for those with 
wanderlust.
n  Portable Bluetooth 

speaker: Music can make 
the journey more inter-
esting and create a wel-
coming ambiance upon 
arrival. People who don’t 
want to leave home with-
out their favorite tunes 
often have curated play-
lists on popular music 
streaming services. While 
earbuds are a go-to for 
personal listening, a por-
table speaker can pro-
vide impressive sound to 
share songs with friends 
when relaxing by the pool 
or traversing trails.
n  Ergonomic neck pil-

low: Getting some rest 
and being comfortable 

while traveling is key. Er-
gonomic neck pillows 
keep the neck and head 
in a comfortable posi-
tion when sitting upright 
during long flights or 
rides. 
n  High-quality pass-

port cover: Consider a 
passport travel cover that 
is personalized with a 
graphic, name or mono-
gram. A cover can protect 
the passport and keep 
other travel documents 
orderly while adding a 
layer of elegance to travel.
n Compression packing 

bags or cubes: Travelers 
want to ensure they can 
bring all their gear when 
getting away, but some-
times suitcase space can 
come at a premium. Com-
pression products work 
like a vacuum sealer, re-
moving air to reduce the 
space that items take up. 
n Travel adapter: Inter-

national travel requires 
contending with different 
power outlets. In order to 
use electronic equipment 
brought from home, trav-
elers will require the right 
adapter. Look for ones 

with multiple ports.
n Travel pouch or mon-

ey belt: Keeping valu-
ables out of the hands of 
pickpockets means being 
savvy about safe storage. 
Travel pouches and mon-
ey belts are designed to be 
discrete, and some can be 
hidden in waistbands or 
under clothing to protect 
valuables.
n  Travel journal: Jour-

nals allow travelers to 
capture memories along 
the way, with space to jot 
down experiences and 
add photos. It can make 

for a cherished keepsake 
in the future.
n  New luggage: Every 

traveler needs a durable 
piece of luggage or two 
when the desire to see 
the world strikes. A roll-
ing, vibrantly colored 
carry-on ensures the lug-
gage is easily spotted and 
gives travelers the option 
to skip baggage check and 
bring it right on board.

Travel enthusiasts can 
appreciate gifts that cater 
to their desire to get away 
from home.

Great gifts for globetrotters

Metro

That’s because local re-
tailers tend to create or 
source their products lo-

cally, whereas many big 
box stores secure their 
goods overseas.
n  Easier parking: This 

goes hand-in-hand with 
smaller crowds, as shop-
ping locally does not typ-
ically require driving up 

and down endless aisles at 
malls or standalone retail 
stores in an effort to find a 
parking spot. Local retail-
ers in town may have on-
street parking or closed 
lots that are convenient to 
shoppers.

n Small batch shopping 
experience: Consumers 
can secure items in small 
businesses that are not 
carbon copies of those 
found across the coun-
try at major retail chains. 
When seeking a unique, 

thoughtful gift, shopping 
locally is the way to go.

Shopping locally this 
holiday season provides 
an array of benefits to con-
sumers, and helps to so-
lidify a strong Main Street 
in communities.

Local
From T10
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Physical activity is an im-

portant component of a 
healthy lifestyle. Exercise 
guidelines supported by the 
medical community indicate 
most adults should get at least 
150 minutes of moderate-in-
tensity aerobic activity each 
week, or at least 75 minutes of 
vigorous aerobic activity each 
week. 

Individuals can take sever-
al steps to be more active in 
their daily lives. Some become 
gym enthusiasts, while others 
congregate to yoga studios 
or other activities. Some still 
prefer to exercise at home or 
outdoors. When it comes time 
to shop for people with a fond-
ness for fi tness, gift givers can 
consider these ideas.

UPGRADE A MEMBERSHIP
Do some research to learn 

where your fitness lover 
spends most time working 
out. If it is a traditional gym, a 

kick-boxing studio or a H.I.I.T 
establishment, speak with the 
staff to see if you can upgrade 
the member’s plan to receive 
more perks. For example, a 
base gym membership may 
only include use of the fl oor 
machines and weights, but 
another may include all that 
as well as access to massage 
chairs, spa services and more.

MASSAGER OR MASSAGE PACKAGE
Working out muscles can 

lead to soreness each time 
a new milestone is reached. 
Help soothe those tired mus-
cles with the gift of a neck, 
back and shoulder massager. 
Or go a step further and pur-
chase a few sessions at a mas-
sage therapy location near the 
recipient’s home.

INSULATED WATER BOTTLE OR 
TUMBLER

Staying hydrated is import-
ant when working out. An in-
sulated water bottle ensures 

that fitness fans can enjoy 
cold water or a sports drink 
throughout their exercise ses-
sions. There’s even a water 
bottle that self-cleans using 
UV light to kill bacteria in the 
bottle.

Treadmill or stationary bike
If you know a loved one has 

had eyes on improving a home 
gym, a treadmill or stationary 
bike can bring the space to 
the next level. There is home 
equipment for every budget.

NEW KICKS
Comfortable, supportive 

A comprehensive guide 
to gifting fi tness fans

See FITNESS T16

• GAS  
• SNACKS 
• GROCERIES  
• COFFEE 
• LOTTO & 
MORE

593 EAST MAIN ST., 
MALONE

518-483-9431 • OPEN 24/7

While Out Shopping....

PIZZA - SUBS - SANDWICHES & MORE

GIFT
CARDS

STOP BY FOR A BITE TO EAT!

CHRISTMAS TREES!
Premium Frasier Fir
• Wreaths • Kissing Balls 
• Centerpieces
• Swags 
• Porch Gnomes!

Local Raw Honey
Personalized Gift Baskets

189 Ft. Covington Street
Malone • 518-483-9452

OPEN 10AM-6PM EVERYDAY

TREE DELIVERY
 AVAILABLE!

Be Prepared For A 
Winter Storm Power Outage

Keep the lights on 
at your home, o�ce, 

camp, worksite & more!

RENTALS • SALES
SERVICE

Load Bank Testing

We have generators of all sizes for reliable 
power when you need it most.power when you need it most.

Great Christmas 
Gift Idea!
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Grandparents play import-

ant roles in millions of fam-
ilies. Though grandmothers 
and grandfathers may always 
be ready to give a warm hug 
and provide a treat to their 
grandchildren, their role in 
modern families also includes 
helping with child care and 
other responsibilities.

Data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2017-2021 American 
Community Survey indicates 
approximately 33 percent of 
grandparents living with their 
grandchildren under the age 
of 18 were responsible for kids’ 
care. In addition, USCB data 
indicates one in four children 
under the age of fi ve is cared 
for by a grandparent while 
parents go to work or attend 
school.

There’s no denying mod-
ern grandparents are actively 
involved in their grandkids’ 
lives, providing an invaluable 
benefi t to parents who might 
struggle to afford or fi nd re-
liable child care elsewhere. 
With that in mind, families can 

make a concerted effort to fi nd 
thoughtful gifts for grandpar-
ents this holiday season.
Travel gifts: Grandparents 

may play an integral role in the 
daily lives of their families, but 
many aging individuals still 
aspire to travel, especially if 
they’re retired. In fact, a recent 
poll by RBC Wealth Manage-
ment-U.S. found that 63 per-
cent of individuals age 50 and 
older identify travel as an im-
portant retirement goal. Fam-
ilies can surprise grandpar-
ents this holiday season with 
a cruise vacation, money to 
book fl ights to parts unknown 

or additional travel-related 
gifts, such as new luggage.
 Framed children’s art-

work: Whether it’s purchased 
through a child’s school or via 
a third party seller or created at 
home as a family craft project, 
framing artwork created by 
children in a frame designed 
for grandparents is a heart-
warming gift. School-aged 
youngsters are especially pro-
ductive artists, so artwork can 
be updated over the course of 
a year as grandparents are gift-
ed more and more memorable 
pieces.
 Home upgrades: Up-

grades around a grandparent’s 
home can vastly improve their 
quality of life, particularly if 
they’ve long since reached 
retirement age. Arrange for 
the installation of grab bars in 
grandparents’ bathrooms and 
reinforced staircase bannis-
ters around the house. Such 
a gift might not be as heart-
warming as children’s art-
work in a specialty frame, but 
it is a practical and potentially 
life-saving token of your love 
and appreciation.
 Journal: A journal is an-

other thoughtful gift that en-
courages grandparents to 
share their life stories. Though 
it’s up to grandparents to de-
cide what they want to write 
about in their journals, a sug-
gestion to detail their life sto-
ries lets them know their fam-
ilies are interested in how they 

became the people they are to-
day. Grandparents may cher-
ish the opportunity to pass on 
their life stories and anecdotes 
to the younger generations of 
their family.
 Ancestry kit: Interest in 

genealogy has increased dra-
matically in recent years, as 
advancements in technology 
have made it easier than ev-
er to trace one’s ancestry. If 
grandma and grandpa have 
yet to join the genealogy par-
ty, a DNA kit from a popular 
ancestry service can open the 
door to an illuminating and 
fascinating hobby.

Grandparents do a lot for 
their families, and the holiday 
season provides a great op-
portunity for families to show 
grandmothers and grandfa-
thers how much they’re appre-
ciated.

Thoughtful holiday gifts for grandparents

Metro

Antiques • Crafts • Gifts • Collectibles 
Local Honey, Maple Syrup, & Goat’s Milk Soap

Dixie Belle Paint • Crystals, Gems, & Jewelry • More!

11-5  46 Raymond Street, Malone   •   Tues. - Sat. 11-5  Sun. 12-4

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION!
10% OFF Storewide ~ Nov. 27th - Dec. 4th

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION!
~ November 30th ~

Sales throughout the store! 

Meet with Santa! 1-3 PM
Fun to browse with 

something for everyone!
46 Raymond Street, Malone • Tues. - Sat. 11-5, Sun. 12-4

~ Refreshments ~
• Antiques • Crafts • Ornaments 
• Local Honey, Maple Syrup, Goat Milk Soap
• Candy • Glassware • Collectibles
• Furniture • Rada Cutlery
• Crystals, Gems, & Jewelry • And More!
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Gift-giving is a significant 

component of the holiday 
season. Families can embrace 
traditional gift-giving, but 
those who want to add a touch 
of whimsy to gatherings with 
loved ones can consider these 
five creative and fun ways to 
exchange gifts. 

1. Play the plastic wrap 
game. To exchange small 
stocking stuffer gifts, compile 
gift cards, cash, small toys, 
candy, and even some larger 
gifts (all participants can chip 
in and one person shops for 
the gifts). The designated per-
son in charge begins rolling 
up the gifts in the plastic, add-
ing one every few rolls. Turn-
ing the ball 90 degrees while 
wrapping helps make a more 
round, finished gift ball. To 
play, the person with the ball 
puts on oven mitts and tries to 
unwrap as much as they can 
to access the gifts, while the 
person to the left is attempting 
to roll doubles on dice. When 
doubles are made, that person 
passes the dice to the left and 
starts his or her own attempts 

to get at the gifts in the plastic 
ball. The game ends when all 
the gifts are revealed, whether 
everyone has had a chance to 
unwrap or not.

2. Plan a white elephant gift 
exchange. A white elephant 
exchange is like a secret gr-
ab bag. Everyone brings a 
wrapped gift, and then takes 

turns choosing a gift based on 
the number they’ve been giv-
en. When the gift is chosen, 
the person opens it. The next 
player can select a fresh gift or 
steal one of the presents that’s 
already been opened.

3. Host a make-and-take 
craft party. With this type of 
exchange, participants will en-

gage in some form of crafting 
for the duration of the event, 
whether it’spottery, painting, 
epoxy resin pouring, or even 
knit crafts. At the end of the 
night everyone can swap their 
creations with another or keep 
their own crafts as gifts.

4. Give the gift of a group 
outing. Instead of exchanging 

material gifts, focus on shar-
ing experiences with friends 
and family. A trip to watch a 
sports game or a theater per-
formance can be an excellent 
way to spend time together, 
and something a person may 
not be inclined to do on his or 
her own. Certain venues will 
offer discounts on group tick-
ets, so everyone can pool their 
resources.

5. Host a DIY cookie and co-
coa exchange. Cookies, cocoa 
and the holidays are a perfect 
combination. A gift exchange 
where participants supply 
ingredients for these sweet 
treats, share their favorite rec-
ipes and then put together the 
finished products can make 
for an entertaining and festive 
afternoon. Each person can fill 
a cookie tin with baked cook-
ies to take home and mason 
jars filled with homemade hot 
cocoa mix and marshmallows 
can be an additional gift to en-
joy later on a chilly evening.

There are plenty of fun ways 
to exchange gifts during the 
holiday season.

5 fun gift exchange ideas

By Metro
The festive and fun nature of 

the  holiday season can make 
it easy to forget the benefits of 
being frugal. Many people go 
overboard on holiday spending, 
making this time of year costly 
for consumers. 

Sales between the begin-
ning of November 2023 and 
Christmas Eve 2023 climbed 
3.1 percent from the year earli-
er, according to the Mastercard 
SpendingPulse. The National 
Retail Federation reported in 
November 2023 that holiday 
spending was expected to reach 
between $957 and $966 billion. 
Trading Economics, a finan-
cial market indicator and fore-
cast provider, said personal 
spending in the United States 
only rose 0.2 percent in May 
2024 from the previous month, 
which marked the lowest in-
crease since January 2024. 

Shoppers who want to spend 
less and stick to a budget for 
holiday entertaining and gifting 
can keep these budgeting tips in 
mind.

¥ Set a value to gift recipients. 
It may sound harsh, but certain 
people on holiday shopping 
lists may be assigned a higher 
value than others. For example, 
you wouldn’t necessarily spend 
the same amount on a gift for a 
child’s teacher as you would for 
a grandmother. Putting a dollar 
figure next to each name on the 
shopping list helps you identi-
fy your expected spending and 
where you can cut back, if nec-
essary.

¥ Establish your overall bud-
get. Once you have an idea of 
your potential holiday expendi-
tures, set a firm budget. Avoid 
the temptation of impulse buys, 
which can make it easy to go 
over budget.

¥ Begin shopping early. Start 
scouring ads and looking for 
deals prior to Thanksgiving or 
Black Friday. Keep a running list 
of gift ideas and when the price 
is right, purchase those items. 

¥ Price check ‘perfect gifts.’ If 
you’ve spotted the perfect gift 
for someone but it’s beyond 
budget, see if you can find a bet-
ter price elsewhere, says Better 
Money Habits. There are apps 
that allow users to scan bar-
codes and check items across 
various retailers. Many stores 
also have price-match policies 
that can save shoppers money.

¥ Look for deals all of the time. 
Many people get hung up on 
perceived deep discounts from 
Black Friday and Cyber Mon-
day offers. However, industry 
experts say there often isn’t a 
huge difference in markdowns 

Holiday shopping tips you can’t afford to miss

Metro

MetroSee SHOPPING T20
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December is a season of giv-

ing, and that charitable spirit is 
evidenced by the uptick in do-
nations over the fi nal month of 
the year. Perhaps inspired by 
Giving Tuesday, which is cel-
ebrated annually on the fi rst 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving, 
donors tend to be especially 
generous in December. Ac-
cording to Donorbox, which 
provides an online fundraising 
platform to facilitate charita-
ble donations, 31 percent of 
yearly charitable giving hap-
pens in December.

Nonprofi t organizations un-
doubtedly recognize the spir-
it of generosity that surfaces 
each December, but criminals 
are likely cognizant of individ-
uals’ desire to give back during 
the holiday season as well. In-
deed, a 2023 press release from 
the United States Attorney’s 
Offi ce in the Western District 
of North Carolina cited fake 
charities as one of the most 
common scams encountered 
by consumers during the hol-
iday season. With that in mind, 
well-meaning prospective 
donors can learn to recognize 
common giving scams to en-
sure they are not victimized by 
criminals looking to prey on 
their generosity this holiday 
season. 

  Fraudulent charities: 
Criminals targeting people 
who want to donate during 
the holiday season may set up 
fraudulent charities in an ef-
fort to trick people into giving 
them money. The New Jersey 
Division of Consumer Affairs 
notes that fraudulent charities 
may feature impressive names 
or a name similar to one used 
by a reputable, well-known 
charity. 
  Phishing emails: Phish-

ing emails have been around 
for decades, and for good 
reason. Such scams are easy 
to implement and highly suc-
cessful. The Federal Trade 
Commission reported receiv-
ing 358,000 reports of scam-
mers contacting individuals 
via email in 2023, and the real 
number is likely much high-
er, as few consumers take the 
time to report such emails to 
the FTC. Phishing emails typ-
ically prompt recipients to 
click on a link embedded in 
an email. These emails may 
seem as though they’re com-
ing from an individual’s bank 
or credit card company, while 
others may indicate recipients 
can win a prize if they open the 
email and click on a link with-
in it. The New Jersey Division 
of Consumer Affairs warns 
consumers against sharing 

their credit card information 
in an email, even if the sender 
claims to be from a reputable 
charity.
  Pressure tactics: Seek-

ing to capitalize on the spirit 
of giving that surfaces each 
December, some scammers 
will pressure prospective do-
nors and potential victims in-
to making donations over the 
phone or via links embedded 
in an email. Reputable char-
ities do not pressure donors 
into giving over the phone or 
via email, so solicitations for 
immediate donations are a 
telltale sign of a charity scam. 
If prompted to make dona-
tions with cash or via gift cards 
or wire transfers, hang up the 
phone, as the FTC notes such 
payment methods are how 
scammers request donations.
 Thank you messages: An-

other common giving scam 
is to thank potential victims 
for past donations they nev-
er made. This is an attempt 
to trick generous individu-
als into thinking they have a 
past relationship with a char-
ity they believe is reputable, 

which might make them less 
inclined to vet the person or 
organization thanking them. 
Scammers are banking on es-

tablishing that false sense of 
security and trust, particular-

Common giving scams and how to spot them

See SCAMS T17

HOUSE OF HISTORY’S
HOLLY JOLLY 

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
Making a list and checking it twice

November 30th • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Malone Middle School • 15 Francis Street, Malone

CHRISTMAS TEA
December 7th • 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

51 Milwaukee Street, Malone

Fay Motors Inc.
10 Willow St., Massena • 315.769.9929 • faymotors.com

Dear Santa,
    I’ve been good.

Fay Motors Inc.
Your Northern NY Buick Destination

King’s Wok Buffet
ALL YOU CAN EAT 

EVERYDAY!

RT. 11, WEST • MALONE
(ALDI’s Plaza) • (518) 483-1666

GIVE A GIFT OF 
GREAT TASTE!

RESERVE NOW FOR YOUR 
HOLIDAY GATHERINGS

TUES. - THURS. 11AM-9PM, FRI. & SAT. 11AM - 9:30PM, 
SUN. 11:30AM - 9PM

Serving
Beer & Wine

Merry 
Christmas!
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Metro
Danish author Hans 

Christian Andersen once 
said, ÒWhere words fail, 
music speaks.Ó Music is 
a universal language that 
can bridge cultures and 
unite people from all over 
the world in compelling 
ways. Is it any wonder 
that so many people are 
inspired, soothed and en-
couraged by music?

No two music fans are 
the same, so it’s not always 
easy to find the right gift 
for the budding rock star 
or audiophile on a holiday 
shopping list. Tuning in-
to these individuals’ love 
for music is a great way to 
grab gifts they are sure to 
enjoy. 

  Go vinyl: Vinyl al-
bums predate cassettes, 
compact discs and digital 
music. But there are still 
some artists who release 

on vinyl, and many music 
fans say nothing beats the 
sound of a record playing 
on a turntable. Find an art-
ist the recipient loves, and 

visit a local music shop to 
track down a vinyl version 
of one of their albums.
  Purchase an instru-

ment: Has a budding mu-

sician had his or her eye on 

an instrument upgrade? 

Sweep in and be the holi-

Gifts for music lovers

athletic shoes ensure work-
outs aren’t hindered by sore 
feet. Since shoe fi t and style is 
a personal choice, it might be 
a safer bet to give a gift card to 
a popular athletic store or on-
line retailer rather than pur-
chasing the footwear yourself. 

Fitness monitor or smart 
watch

It seems like everyone now 
has some sort of smart device, 
but if the person on your list 
still hasn’t made the switch 
to a watch that tracks vari-
ous health data, then that can 
make for a perfect gift. Smart 
watches and fitness trackers 
monitor  steps and various 
health markers such as pulse, 
elevation climbed and dis-
tance, and can even detect if a 
user has a burgeoning health 
problem. When pairing the 
watch with popular fitness 
apps, users can log daily ac-
tivities and their diets to get a 
bigger picture of their overall 
health.

Those who prioritize fi tness 
can benefi t from any number 
of health- and fi tness-minded 
gifts this season.

Fitness
From T12

See MUSIC T17

mymalonetelegram.com • email: ads@mtelegram.com

Last Minute 
Gift Guide!

Feature your 
business here with 
a specially priced 

full color ad block:
1 block .... $65 

2 blocks .... $100
3 blocks .... $150 
4 blocks .... $195

Your message will be delivered directly to 1000’s of local shoppers...
let them know how you can help them make the holidays merrier! 

Call soon to reserve your space!

(518) 483-4700

Let’s work together to encourage shoppers 
to check out the north country retailers 

for super holiday gift choices. 

Advertise your business on 
Dec. 11th and 14th in 

and online at mymalonetelegram.com

HOMETOWN

Let’s work together to encourage shoppers 
to check out the north country retailers 

HOMETOWN
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day hero by purchasing a 
brand new one according 
to the specs desired.
n  Photo history book: 

Browse a local bookstore 
and a you will find a range 
of books that are geared 
toward music fans. From 
biographies of famous 
artists to compilations of 
album cover art through-
out the years to songbooks 
for aspiring musicians, 
there’s no shortage of op-
tions at a local bookseller.
n  Custom-molded ear-

plugs: Hearing loss is 
nothing to take lightly, 
and music fans who fre-
quently play or attend 
concerts need to prioritize 
protecting their hearing. 
Custom-molded earplugs 
will conform to the wear-
er’s ear shape, offering ul-
timate protection.
n Luxury headphones: A 

luxury set of headphones 
can provide amazing au-
dio for the best listening 
experiences. 
n  Audio interface: A 

loved one who wants to 
start making their own 
recordings will need an 
audio interface. This de-
vice connects a computer 
to music instruments and 
other audio equipment al-
lowing one to play, record 
and process sound.
n Approved fanny pack: 

Stadiums are cracking 
down on the types of bags 
concert-goers can bring 
in. Therefore, a stadi-
um-approved clear fanny 
pack can be a great gift for 
day hero by purchasing a 
brand new one according 
to the specs desired.

Music
From T16

ly during a notably busy time 
of year when donors may feel 
as though they don’t have the 
time to research organizations 
they want to support.

Scammers prey on individ-
uals’ generosity each holiday 
season. More information 
about giving scams and how to 
avoid them is available at con-
sumer.ftc.gov. 

Scams
From T15

Phishing emails are one 
charity scam individuals 
must learn to recognize, 
particularly during the 
giving season.

Metro
Gifts exchanged during 

the holiday season do not 
have to have deep meaning. 
Among friends and cowork-
ers, a type of gift exchange 
called a white elephant can 
add some more lightheart-
ed fun to an already festive 
season.

A white elephant gift ex-
change involves partici-
pants selecting humorous, 
quirky, unusual, or themed 
gifts to swap with others. 
The wrapped gifts will be 
placed in a central location 
with no information indi-
cating what’s within the 
wrapping, nor who brought 
the actual gift. The rules of 
exchange vary depending 
on who you ask, but can 
include drawing numbers 
to pick the order in which 
participants will select their 
gifts. Some play where the 
first person opens the gift 
and then subsequent partic-
ipants can opt for a wrapped 
gift or ÒstealÓ from the pre-
viously opened options. 

Organizing this gift ex-
change is relatively easy, but 
involves picking a person 
to act as an emcee of sorts. 
That person will need to 
handle the following tasks:

¥ Establish a spending 
limit for the white elephant 
gifts. Some white elephant 
exchanges also define which 
gifts are appropriate and 
which should be avoided.

¥ Select an exchange date 

and time. This will involve 
having someone host at 
their home, a place of busi-
ness for a work exchange, or 
even meeting at a restaurant 
or another establishment 
for a fun evening out.

¥ Invite participants to 
the exchange by explaining 
the rules and the expected 
amount of the contribution. 

¥ Calculate the number 
of participants who have 
arrived and then print or 
write out number sheets 

that will be placed in a bowl. 
Verify this total matches the 
number of gifts to ensure 
that there will be no miss-
ing ones. There is no need 
to worry if someone com-
mits and then drops out af-
terwards, because only the 
number of participants ac-
tually there on the day of the 
exchange will be factored 
into how many numbers will 
be used for choosing gifts.

¥ Plan a few ice breakers 
so that participants who 

may not know each other 
can become more comfort-
able before the fun begins, 
particularly if the white ele-
phant exchange will include 
the stealing and swapping 
aspect for extra laughs. 

A white elephant gift ex-
change can be an enter-
taining way to let off steam 
during the holidays and 
share small gifts with friends 
or coworkers.

Organize a fun white elephant gift exchange
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‘The early bird gets the 

worm’ is a well-known English 
proverb that historians trace 
all the way back to the 1600s. 
Though the words might fi rst 
have been popularized hun-
dreds of years ago, they remain 
as true today as they were 
then, particularly in regard to 
holiday shopping.

Savvy shoppers have long 
touted the importance of start-
ing early when looking for 
holiday gifts for loved ones. 
Seasoned procrastinators may 
never embrace early shop-
ping, but others who want to 
a less hectic holiday shopping 
season can consider these tips.
 Begin with a plan. Holiday 

shopping excursions, whether 
they take place in town, at the 
mall or online, can take longer 
than expected when shop-
pers have no idea what they’re 
looking for. Prior to your fi rst 
holiday shopping trip, jot 
down gift ideas for each per-
son on your list. Then scour 
stores or websites for those 
items. Starting early affords 
shoppers time to bargain hunt 
and ensures supply shortages 
or other issues won’t get in the 
way of a happy loved one come 
the holiday season.
 Recognize the notion of 

ÒearlyÓ has changed. Early 
holiday shopping used to be 
synonymous with the retail 
holiday Black Friday, which 
occurs the day after Thanks-
giving in the United States. 

However, many holiday shop-
pers now begin buying gifts 
long before they’ve purchased 
a Thanksgiving turkey. In its 
2022 Consumer Pulse Survey, 
McKinsey & Company found 
that 56 percent of consumers 
started their holiday shopping 
in October. A host of variables 
may have infl uenced that shift, 
but supply chain issues relat-
ed to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have lingered, which undoubt-
edly compelled consumers to 
get an especially early start on 
holiday shopping. Shoppers 
who want to ensure everything 
arrives on time for the holiday 
season must recognize that 
ÒearlyÓ shopping now in-
volves beginning around Hal-
loween, if not earlier.
 Take the (local) road less 

traveled. Shopping local mer-
chants in person is a strategy 
savvy shoppers have long since 
embraced, but it’s one that’s 
especially benefi cial in an era 

marked by supply chain issues 
and infl ation. Local merchants 
don’t have the overhead or siz-
able staffs of big box or chain 
stores, which enables them to 
keep costs low. And since local 
merchants produce many of 
their own products, it’s like-
ly there’s something in store 
that shoppers will love and 

How to master shopping 
early for the holidays

See EARLY T20

485 East Main St.

518-483-3371
3400 U.S. Rt. 11

518-483-4110

Have a Healthy Holiday

ENTER THE HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY HERE!

VAX THE WHOLE FAMILY

Flu • Covid • RSV 
and many more

Toys  For Tots Drop-O� Location! 

See Us At Our New Location
770 Rt. 3, PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901

(518) 561-5539 • www.VikingSports.com
Mon - Sat 10 am - 6pm • Sun 12 - 5pm

ALPINE SKI PACKAGES
CROSS COUNTRY 

PACKAGES &
SNOW SHOES FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY

*Junior Ski & Snowboard*
 Season Rentals Starting at $115-$150 ages 4-12

*Adult Ski & Snowboard *
 Season Rentals $195 over 12 years old

See Us At Our New LocationSee Us At Our New Location

WINTER FUN!
Your Headquarters for

DICK’S COUNTRY STORE & MUSIC OASIS

THE BIG EASY
CHRISTMAS SALE

7429 US Route 11 • Churubusco, NY • 518-497-6054 • musicoasis@verizon.net
Guns - Guitars • Tuesday-Saturday 9am to 6pm

NOW UNTIL 
DEC. 31st
2024

GET 10% CASH DISCOUNT OR
7.5% CREDIT CARD DISCOUNT,

5% ON LAYAWAYS ON ANY
PURCHASE OVER $100!

Fender • Martin & Co. • Epiphone • Gretch
Yamaha • Dean • Marshall & More

HUNDREDS OF STRINGED INSTRUMENTS
WE WILL MEET OR BEAT INTERNET PRICING

PLUS FREE SHOP SET UP 
(Ready to Play When You Get It. $50+ Savings)

AND 1 YEAR FREE SET UP SERVICE ON
ALL INSTRUMENTS (Ask for Details)
Discounts also apply to balance after trade in.

MUSIC 
STORE 
ONLY 

THE BIG EASY
CHRISTMAS SALECHRISTMAS SALE
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The holiday season tends to be 

the busiest for retail sales, and going 
by how shoppers opened their wal-
lets during the 2023 season, many 
are wondering if 2024 will be another 
banner season for retailers. Last year, 
the average consumer spent around 
$1,530 on gifts and other needs for the 
holidays, according to Mailmodo. The 
United States Department of Com-
merce indicated retail sales grew 4.1 
percent year over year in November 
2023. Industry forecasters have made 
a few predictions for the 2024 holiday 
spending season, and these are some 
key takeaways.
 The presidential election likely 

will have a major impact on consum-
er shopping. Shoppers were expected 
to bide their time (and possibly their 

spending) until they feel better about 
the outcome of the election. Forecast-
ers suggested if a consumer’s chosen 
candidate wins, they’ll feel more com-
fortable about higher spending. If not, 
spending may be curbed.
 As retailers learn more about 

consumers preferences for personal-
ized offers, shoppers may fi nd fi nely 
tuned discounts and offers showing 
up in their emails or text messages.
 Forty-three percent of consum-

ers are carrying more debt now than in 
2023 because they are reliant on their 
consumer credit cards more than ev-
er. Expect to see more ‘buy now, pay 
later’ deals by retailers to lure in cus-
tomers.
  Salesforce research says con-

sumers will continue to utilize the 
convenience of online shopping on 

Black Friday, blurring the lines be- tween that popular retail holiday and Cyber Monday.

Holiday spending projections

Holiday Gift Boxes
TO ORDER CALL 518-497-6341 or email slavalley@mccadam.com

Sampler Box

$28.95
 8oz. McCadam Sharp
 8oz. McCadam Extra Sharp
 8oz. McCadam Adirondack
 8oz. McCadam Pepper Jack
 8oz. McCadam Empire Jack
 8oz. McCadam Muenster
 8oz. McCadam Mild
 8oz. Cabot Gouda

1

North Country Taste

$26.95
 12oz. Maple syrup
 8oz. McCadam Muenster
 8oz. McCadam Sharp
 8oz. McCadam Extra Sharp
 8oz. McCadam Empire

Jack

2 Snack & Share Box
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 10oz. Pepper jack

Cracker Cut
 10oz. 1 Year Aged

Cracker Cut
 10oz. Seriously Sharp

Cracker Cut
 8oz. Beef Stick
 10oz. Summer Sausage

3

Maple to Go Box
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 1/2 lbs. Maple Candy
 16oz. Maple Crème
 Maple Sugar

4
Cheese & Sausage

$25.95
 8oz. McCadam Muenster
 8oz. McCadam Adirondack
 8oz. McCadam Pepper Jack
 8oz. Cabot Gouda
 10oz. Summer Sausage

5

Chateaugay Farm & Cheese Store

36 McCadam Lane, Chateaugay, NY 12920 ~ (518)497-6341

Shipping and Handling fees will be added to all orders shipped from the store, see store for details.
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* 8oz. McCadam Sharp
* 8oz. McCadam Extra Sharp
* 8oz. McCadam Adirondack
* 8oz. McCadam Pepper Jack
* 8oz. McCadam Empire Jack
* 8oz. McCadam Muenster
* 8oz. McCadam Mild
* 8oz. Cabot Gouda

* 12oz. Maple syrup
* 1/2 lbs. Maple Candy
* 16oz. Maple Crème
* Maple Sugar

SAMPLER BOX

$28.95

NORTH COUNTRY 
TASTE

MAPLE TO 
GO BOX

CHEESE & 
SAUSAGE

SNACK & 
SHARE BOX

Custom Orders &
Gift Certi�cates

Available!

1

2 * 12oz. Maple syrup
* 8oz. McCadam Muenster
* 8oz. McCadam Sharp
* 8oz. McCadam Extra Sharp
* 8oz. McCadam Empire Jack

4

3
* 10oz. Pepper Jack Cracker Cut
* 10oz. 1 Year Aged Cracker Cut
* 10oz. Seriously Sharp Cracker Cut
* 8oz. Beef Stick
* 10oz. Summer Sausage

5 * 8oz. McCadam Muenster
* 8oz. McCadam Adirondack
* 8oz. McCadam Pepper Jack
* 8oz. Cabot Gouda
* 10oz. Summer Sausage

$26.95 $29.95

$25.95$39.95

Shipping and Handling fees will be added to all orders shipped from the store. See store for details.

Chateaugay Farm & Cheese Store
36 McCadam Lane, Chateaugay, NY 12920 ~ (518)497-6341

BLACK FRIDAY SALE
November 29th ONLY!

SPEND $50 OR MORE AND SPIN THE 
WHEEL FOR DISCOUNTS UP TO

ONE ITEM!ONE ITEM!
50% OFF

We Look 

Forward To 

Seeing 
You!

Check Out Our
Extremely Warm 
Sweaters, Socks,

Hats, Mittens
& More!

Open Saturday & Sunday 10am-4pm
Most Mon-Fri 3pm-6pm...Call Ahead!

806 Cty Rt. 53, N. Bangor • 518-483-4881
merrydenalpacas.com

Pete and
Sue McElwain

Start Your Holiday 
Shopping On 
Black Friday!

WE WILL BE CLOSED
 November 30

& December 7, 8 & 14

• LATEST TRENDS IN 
CUTS & COLORS

• PERMS 
• FACIAL WAXING
• EAR PIERCING

PRODUCTS BY

— Beauty Is In The Details —

3076 ST. RT. 11 • WEST, MALONE
MON.-FRI. 9AM-5PM

OTHER HOURS BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

Carrie Sharlow, Molly Clark, Amelia Willette,
Erika Dupra

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH ONE OF OUR TALENTED STYLISTS

We O�er Tanning & Red Light Therapy
COME IN AND EXPLORE THE BENEFITS FOR BEAUTY AND PAIN RELIEF!

— 

LOOK YOUR 
BEST FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS!

MON.-FRI. 9AM-5PM518-319-4009

(Across From
 Carsada Dairy)
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between these promotions and 
those during other sales. Some 
retailers even increase prices on 
goods only to mark them down 
for Black Friday to make it ap-
pear that there is a discount. On-
ly by knowing the average price 
for items can you know if a sale is 
legitimate.

¥ Sign up for store rewards. 
If you don’t want your regular 
email inbox inundated with 
offers, set up a separate email 
account for in-store and online 
shopping. Then you can sign 
up for the rewards programs at 
checkout. Utilize the coupon 
codes and advertisements for 
sales to save money without 
having your primary email data 
shared with other marketers.

¥ Track spending carefully. 
If you don’t know how much 
you’re spending, then you can-
not possibly stick to a budget. 
After each purchase, keep a run-
ning tally of all holiday spending 
to see how far you are from the 
finish line.

The holidays can be expen-
sive, but with smart budgeting 
and dedication to savvy shop-
ping, it’s possible to stay out of 
financial trouble.

Shopping 
From T14

community. This year I looked 
at probably 30 trees and one of 
my final stops was out in Ban-
gor,” she said, “As I was talking to 
him (Menke) about the parade, 
my goal, and why I do it and that 
it is going to veterans and he 
told me he is a veteran of the Air 
Force and it’s almost like it kind 
of came full circle.” 

Robinson said she believes 
this year’s tree is about 30-feet 
tall. 

A sign up sheet for this year’s 
parade is a Google Docs avail-
able on Malone’s Annual Parade 
of Lights Festival Facebook page. 

“I’ve been sharing that a lot. 
People can go right to the parade 
Facebook page and click on the 
sign up sheet,” Robinson said.

Parade 
From T2

Metro
The holiday season is syn-

onymous with giving. Fam-
ilies engage in gift-giving 
come the holiday season 
to show their loved ones 
how much they appreciate 
them. Such sentiments are 
thoughtful and can have a 
big impact when shoppers 
find the perfect gift. 

The perfect gift can be elu-
sive. No one wants to give a 
gift that won’t end up being 
used, and some people on 
shoppers’ lists may prove 
more difficult to shop for 
than others. That might be 
the case with busy profes-
sionals who are seemingly 
always working. This holiday 
season, shoppers can con-
sider these four unique gift 
ideas for loved ones climb-
ing their way up the corpo-
rate ladder.

1. Luggage 
Business travel took a hit 

during the pandemic, and a 
spring 2023 report from the 
research firm Morning Con-
sult predicted that it may 
never return to what was 
considered normal prior to 
the pandemic. However, 
the report indicated that the 
average business traveler 
is now younger and earn-
ing less than the average 
business traveler before the 
pandemic. That makes lug-
gage an ideal gift for the up-
and-coming professional 
who may be traveling more 
and could benefit from some 
stylish, sturdy and durable 
luggage.

2. Fountain pen 
Few small items exude a 

greater sense of sophisti-
cation and success than a 
high-end, engraved fountain 
pen. Established profession-
als will appreciate the sleek 
and impressive appearance 
of a hand-crafted, custom-

ized fountain pen, which can 
be used to pen memos or 
sign important documents 
in style.

3 .  T e m p e r a t u r e - c o n -
trolled smart mug 

Caffeine is the secret be-
hind many a professional’s 
success. A temperature-con-
trolled smart mug can en-
sure your favorite corporate 
executive’s coffee maintains 
its ideal temperature no 
matter how hectic the day 
becomes. 

4. Yoga sessions 
Stress is part of the job for 

many successful profession-
als. In fact, the American 
Institute of Stress reports 
that 94 percent of workers 
report having chronic stress 
at work. The competitive na-
ture of the corporate world 
may not afford many op-
portunities to decompress 
during the workday, but the 
National Institutes of Health 
reports that yoga can play 
an effective role in reduc-

ing stress and anxiety. Some 
yoga sessions, which can be 
purchased from a local yoga 
studio or even through an 
app users can access on their 
smart TVs, can be just what 
successful executives need 
to unwind in a healthy way 
after a long day at the office.

Successful profession-
als have a lot on their plate. 
A gift that can make their 
workdays better is sure to be 
a hit this holiday season.

4 unique gifts for busy professionals

less likely that they will have 
issues filling orders. A late fall 

afternoon in a local shopping 
district can yield an array of 
treasures and help holiday 
shoppers find the right gift for 
many a person on their list.
n  When in doubt, go gift 

card. If the right gift is prov-

ing elusive even when shop-
ping early, shoppers should 
not hesitate to go the gift card 
route. Shoppers need not feel 
as though a gift card is a non-
starter, as a 2022 survey from 
the National Retail Federation 

found that 54 percent of sur-
vey respondents indicated gift 
cards were the most desirable 
gift of the holiday season.

Shopping early is a great 
way to enjoy a less hectic hol-
iday season.

Early 
From T18
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Metro
The bulk of gifts exchanged 

during the holidays will be 
thoughtful items chosen based 
on the interests of their recipi-
ents, such as game tickets for 
a sports fan or an autographed 
movie poster for a film fanatic. 
Incorporating a few gag gifts 
can elevate celebrations by 
getting everyone laughing and 
engaging in good-natured rib-
bing.

Funny gag gifts can be as 
entertaining to give as they are 
to receive, as long as the per-
son on the receiving end has 
a good sense of humor. How-
ever, families and friends can 
avoid any chances for animos-
ity by making it a point that 
everyone in the gift exchange 
receives at least one gag gift.
n Various noisemakers: On 

stressful days when an office 
or home is quiet, the resident 
jokester can set off the noise-
maker to break the tension. 
Noisemakers may be figurines 
that make animal sounds or 
buttons that yell out funny 
phrases or even ‘blue’ words.
n Funko pop figures: Funko 

makes figures of pop culture 
characters. Therefore, if a gift 

recipient likes a particular tele-
vision show or movie, there’s 
a good chance you can find a 
figure of a character he or she 
likes. The company’s website 
(Funko.com) even enables 
users to build a Personalized 
Pop! Yourself Figure in their 
own or a loved one’s likeness.
n A goofy celebrity print: Be-

lieve it or not, there is a compa-

ny called Celebs on Sandwich-
es (wwwcelebsonsandwiches.
com) that produces prints 
featuring popular celebrities 
standing or sitting on various 
types of sandwiches. There is a 
category for holiday prints that 
includes characters from well-
known holiday movies like 
Buddy the Elf.
n Gag box: Sometimes it’s 

not the gift but the box the gift 
is in that can be the gag. Nestle 
a gift that the recipient really 
wanted into a box for a prod-
uct that is slightly embarrass-
ing or they do not need, like an 
ergonomic toilet seat. Once 
the box is opened, however, 
the true gift will be revealed.
n Useless knowledge: Scour 

the aisles of a bookstore for vol-

umes about unusual, quirky or 
fun facts. There’s even a series 
known as ‘Uncle John’s Bath-
room Reader’ books that pro-
vides hours of entertainment 
for people while they are occu-
pied in the bathroom.
n Fake lottery tickets: One 

of the oldest gag gifts that 
still fools others, fake lottery 
tickets make recipients think 
they’ve scored the jackpot 
when they’re still no richer 
than before they scratched the 
ticket.
n Animal socks: Animal lov-

ers can get a good laugh when 
they slip on animal paw- or 
face-printed socks and shuffle 
around home in them.
n Adult achievement stick-

ers: Who says young children 
are the only ones who can earn 
gold stars or good job awards? 
Purchase pre-printed stickers 
or design them to say things 
like, ‘Fixed it myself,’ or ‘Didn’t 
lose my keys today.’ After all, 
adulting is an achievement, 
too.

Gag gifts can add levity to 
holiday celebrations when 
they are offered in a good-na-
tured way.

Gag gifts add humor to gatherings

Metro
Millions of individuals en-

joy holiday shopping for their 
loved ones each year. Come 
the holiday season, thoughts 
of what to get friends and fam-
ily is foremost on the minds of 
those who embrace the spirit 
of giving that is synonymous 
with this special time of year.

It’s easy to overspend come 
the holiday shopping season. 
That could be even easier in an 
era marked by high inflation, 
which has affected consumers 
since 2022. Lingering inflation 
could require shoppers to be 
especially vigilant with their 
shopping budgets this holiday 
season. Thankfully, a few sim-
ple strategies can help shop-
pers stay the financial course 
this holiday season.

n  Track spending with a 
banking app on your smart-
phone. Consumers can now 
track their spending in real 
time by downloading their 
bank and/or credit card app 
on their smartphones. A quick 
login can help shoppers mon-
itor account balances to de-
termine how much they have 
spent. If the budget is about 
to be busted, pull back the 
reins and cut the shopping trip 
short.
n Establish gift value limits. 

No one has been immune to 
the effects of inflation over the 
last year-plus. So family mem-
bers likely won’t have a prob-
lem establishing spending 
limits this year. Work together 

What shoppers can do to avoid breaking the bank

See SHOPPERS T23
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By Metro
Rising prices have pushed 

people to look for new ways to 
save money. The do-it-your-
self approach to home repairs 
has long been seen as a poten-
tial avenue to save money, and 
holiday shoppers can consider 
DIY when shopping for loved 
ones this year.

A recent survey by the re-
modeling company Allstar 
Home reported that 70 percent 
of Americans have recently en-
gaged in DIY home improve-
ment projects. Similarly, a new 
Ipsos poll conducted on behalf 
of the DIY Network found that 
73 percent of Canadian home-
owners have done a renova-
tion project themselves in the 
past. With so many homeown-
ers tackling projects around 
the home on their own, 
DIY-related products may be 
just what’s needed to ham-
mer down the perfect gift. The 
following are some potential 
home improvement presents 
for DIY enthusiasts.

¥ Magnetic wristband: 
Keeping items close at hand 
takes on new meaning when 
one utilizes a magnetic wrist-
band. The BinyaTools Mag-
netic Wristband is just one 
of the versions of this handy 
tool that’s ideal for wrangling 

screws, nails, washers, and any 
other ferrous items. It’s also a 
great option for crafters and 
jewelry makers.

¥ Painting essentials kit: 
Painting is an easy and effec-
tive way to transform a room. 
For those DIYers who have yet 
to compile all of their painting 
gear, local home improvement 
retailers often package kits 
that include a dropcloth, as-
sorted roller sizes, brushes, a 
paint tray, and even painter’s 
tape to get started on projects.

¥ Rolling work bench: Peo-
ple serious about projects will 
need a place to store all the 
tools they have collected. A 
rolling work bench, such as 

the Gladiator nine-drawer 
work bench, has drawers to 
store tools and a wooden top 
on which smaller tasks can be 
tackled. Roll it where needed.

¥ Hearing protection: Drills, 
sanders and other power tools 
can be noisy. DIYers will want 
to protect their hearing, and a 
set of workshop earmuffs can 
be a thoughtful gift. Some, 
like the 3M WorkTunes head-
phones, even come with Blue-
tooth technology to offer both 

hearing protection and the 
ability to listen to tunes while 
working.

¥ Headlamp: DIYers need 
both hands to tackle jobs effec-
tively, which can make hold-
ing a fl ashlight to illuminate 
the area challenging. Hands-
free lighting is possible with 
an LED headlamp. The light is 
easily focused where the user 
is looking.

¥ Laser measuring tape: A 
smart measuring tape utilizes 
a laser to increase measuring 
size, calculate distances and 
ensure that every home im-
provement project lines up.

¥ Sawhorse: DIYers working 
on large projects can benefi t 
from an adjustable saw horse 
to support materials and en-
sure safer cuts. The Tough-
Built C700 is an option to con-
sider since it has support pegs 
that fold out of the legs to allow 
for greater ease of use.

The list of gifts for DIYers is 
endless. Tools and additional 
gear can help people nail holi-
day shopping this year.

Build your gift list for DIY enthusiasts

Metro

JOIN US EVERY TUESDAY AT 7PM   ITS YOUR TURN TO WIN!
5 1 8. 3 5 8. 3 4 2 6  /  5 1 8. 3 5 8. 3 4 27

RADIO BINGO!

CKON RADIO

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH ONLY  • 9AM-5PM
Available only at CKON radio station. Redeemable wherever you buy bingo cards!

GET ONE FREE!
SAVE $20

BUY 3 CKON RADIO BINGO 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AT $60

BLACKFRIDAYSALE!
Tired of Shopping?
GIFT CERTIFICATES FIT EVERYONE

CORNER OF RT. 11 & RT. 37
MALONE • 518-483-5602

SUBS • SALADS • SIDES

Stay Warm
This Winter

MJ LEROUX OIL
(518) 358-2992

mjlerouxoilcompany.com

2445 Chateaugay Street 
Fort Covington

HEATING OIL 
KEROSENE

 DIESEL

Delivering Great 
Service and Value for 

Over 50 Years!

ENTER THE HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY!

Veterans' Discount!
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Metro
Seasoned holiday shoppers 

know it’s not always so easy 
to find the perfect gift. When 
shoppers find it especially dif-
ficult to pick the right present, 
it can help to consider what 
recipients may want. And re-
cent surveys have found that 
more and more individuals 
are interested in experiences 
rather than physical gifts.

A 2022 survey from the trav-
el booking platform GetYour-
Guide found that 77 percent 
of individuals surveyed pre-
ferred to receive experiences 
over more traditional phys-
ical gifts during the holiday 
season. Such gifts are now 
categorized as experiential 
gifts, and there’s seeming-
ly no end to the possibili-
ties when holiday shoppers 
choose to give experiences to 
their loved ones.

Travel
Experiential gifts related 

to travel are wildly popular. 
In fact, 63 percent of respon-
dents to the GetYourGuide 
survey indicated they would 
most enjoy surprise travel as 
a gift, making it the most pop-
ular category among partici-
pants. Travel-related experi-
ential gifts include everything 
from airline miles to unique 
activities at a loved one’s 
eventual destination, such as 
a parasailing adventure at an 
island resort.

Outdoor adventures
Outdoor adventures need 

not be exclusive to vacations 
in parts unknown. Holiday 
shoppers can examine local 
attractions that will ensure 
their loved one enjoys an ad-

venturous day close to home. 
Such experiences are popu-
lar, as 43 percent of respon-
dents to the GetYourGuide 
survey indicated they would 
most enjoy outdoor activities 
like skiing, boating or hiking. 
An adventure with a local 
company that offers hot air 
balloon rides or a guided hik-
ing tour through scenic local 
mountains are just a couple of 
ways to gift an outdoor expe-

rience loved ones won’t soon 
forget.

Food
Food-based experiences 

were the fourth most desir-
able experiential gift among 
GetYourGuide survey partic-
ipants. Such experiences can 
include food tours, cooking 
classes, a night out at a local 
hotspot known for its appe-
tizing menu, or even a meal 
at home prepared and cooked 

by a private chef. Beverage-re-
lated experiences also merit 
consideration, as many a food 
fanatic would undoubtedly 
love a course on wine tasting 
or even home brewing les-
sons from the brewmaster at 
a local brewery.

Entertainment
Exactly half of the GetYour-

Guide survey respondents 
indicated they would enjoy 
tickets to a concert or show. 

Shoppers can scour the web-
sites of a loved one’s favorite 
musicians to see when they’re 
in town. Live theater fans may 
appreciate a night out to en-
joy dinner and a show at their 
local theater.

There’s no end to the expe-
riences holiday shoppers can 
gift to their loved ones. And 
such gifts have become wildly 
popular in recent years. 

The different types of experiential gifts

with relatives to determine a 
reasonable limit to spend on 
each gift. For example, a $50 
per gift limit can ensure every-
one gets a quality gift without 
going into debt.
n Shop on retail holidays. 

Black Friday was once the only 

game in town regarding retail 
holidays. But consumers can 
take advantage of additional 
discount-heavy shopping days 
like Small Business Saturday 
and Cyber Monday to find 
great deals on a wide range of 
items. Take retail holiday sav-
ings one step further by pen-
ciling in time to comparison 
shop on these popular days 
when retailers compete for 
customers.
n Look for almost-new gifts. 

Mobile providers may market 
the latest model smartphone 
as upping the ante with new 
bells and whistles, but chanc-
es are last year’s model is just 
as user-friendly at a fraction of 
the cost. The same can be said 
for other gadgets like wireless 
headphones and smart TVs. 
Last year’s models may be 
heavily discounted, particu-
larly online, but just as impres-
sive as their more expensive 
successors.

n  Keep shipping costs in 
mind. The sticker price of cer-
tain items, particularly large 
ones, is likely not the whole 
story regarding how much the 
item will cost. Certain items, 
like trampolines for kids or 
a new armchair for Dad, will 
likely cost considerably more 
than the sticker price alone. 
Shipping on small items may 
be free at various online re-
tailers, but that likely won’t be 
the case with larger items. The 

cost of shipping some heavy 
items might be as much as 
one-third the cost of the item 
itself. Shoppers should keep 
that in mind and build poten-
tial shipping costs into their 
holiday budgets.

It’s easy to overspend come 
the holiday season. However, 
various strategies make it easy 
to stay within budget when 
shopping for gifts for family 
and friends.

Shoppers
From T21
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Hundreds Of 
Recliners In 

Stock!

GUARANTEED BEST Selection, Quality & Lower Prices!

424 East Main Street, Malone NY • 518-483-0114

shopflemings.com parking in rear • side entrance

H�e f� the H�idays

Stylish 
Clocks

Beautiful 
Curio 

Cabinets

Lighting 
For Every 

Room!

CLOSED 
NOV. 28-DEC. 3  

& DEC. 22-26
Santa will be delivering until Dec. 21st

12 Months No Interest 
Financing

FREE Delivery & Setup

Tues., - Fri., 10am - 5pm Sat., 10am -3pm
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